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Mrs. — 


It AD A M, | 
N Compliance to your 
4 {FS Requeſt, theſe 
| following Poems appear 
d in Publick. Your dear 
25 855 living) gave Birth to 
moſt of theſe Verſes. Some of 
thoſe upon other Subjects, were 
writ about ten Years ago; and 
the reſt when I was engag' d 
in a Crowd of Buſineſs. The Un- 
ripeneſs of my Age, and the Tu- 
mult of Affairs I am conſtantly in- 
volv'd in, will, IL. hope, in ſome 
Meaſure, apologi ze for any incor- 


RET TL COR rect 


The Dedication.” 


et Fines which the Readers met 
with. Mr. Cowleyſays, It is as ea 
to dance in a Crowd, as to make goo 
Verſes amongſt Noiſe and Tumult. 
I would now attempt to deline 
ate Lucinda's Character, but 1 an 
too ſenſible it will open to vo 
freſh Scene of Sorrow ; let us re 
joice in this, that ſhe is is become a! 
Inhabitant OC thole br ght and glc 
rious Manſions, * ich are the far 
Rewards of that exemplary Virtu 
and Piet ys the was ſo peculiarl 
diftinguilt?d fox. if * 
8 nge 
May an unintetrupted ER poles 
Happineſs attend you, is the hearpdpeth: 
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ty Wiſh of, * Fan 
n | gent 
Toar moſt ſyacerely, _ Attorn 


devoten Servant, 


James Hey Wood nk 
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A - 
Ccompliſhments, which diſtinguiſh a Gentle- 
man Pag. 150 
{cquiſitions of Knowledge, more eſtimable than 
thoſe of Fortune 3 


104 
ddiſon (Joſeph, Eſq;) Verſes on his Death 3 


\iry (Tom) his Character 83 


\ micable-Club, Rules to be obſerv'd in it 188 


Ungelica more admir d than Proſpera 145 


370 


on 


)(1 


{pologies, when unneceſſan 37 

{pothecan y loſt his Buſmneſs in the City, by being 
ſparing in his Preſcriptions 155 

{pprentices in London, often ruin d by indul- 
gent Maſters 95 

{ttormes only, allow'd to abbreviate Words 164 

B 
bankrupt, a Calculation of bis Efes 140 
arrow (Mr.) his Character 197 


a Batchelor 


11 Tre TW DE X. 


Batchelor, Verſes to a very old one, inending Icon 


to marry a very young Maid Pag 29 Con 
Batchelors diſappointed by Miranda's mari Jing 1 q 1 
1 30 2 Co 

Beauty of the Mind recommended 38 


Belinda a Gainer by the South. Sea Stock 165 
Britiſh Language abus'd by new-coin d Words * 


160 Day 

Buſby (Dr.) his Monument admir d 68 — 

Buſineſs, a great Hurry of it an Apology for | 5 d 

not Writing 24 De 

Butterfly. Ver ſes to a young Lady admiring x — 
one 119 

De 

0 12 


Children, their Genius ſhould be conſulted 63 Dor 
Citizens, many grow wealthy by Induſtry and f 


prudent Condu with a ſmall Beginning 95 Dre 
Citizens of London very compaſtonate to u- © 
ſucceſsful Tradeſmen 143 _ 


2 his Character 49 
pers of our Sterling Words reprovd 162 Dr, 
_ an Inflance of it in a Letter 153 


Clubs, which approv'd off 199 Dr) 
Congreve (Mr.) his firſt Applications were to Dut 
the Law 44 
his Verſes on Singing os l 
Contentment the greateſt Bleſing | 
Correſpondence by Letters preſerves af | 1 
Courage recommended 46 5 


Country 


"i 
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The IN D EX. iii. 


I C ountry Life deſcrib'd Pag. 62 
„ County Life, with Content, preferra'le to a City 
's q Life 81 
cCouley, bis Verſes on a Country Life 63 

5 
, Dancing a neceſſary Accompliſhment 91 
— the Want of it renders ſome Men ri- 
S diculons 92 
Death of Philalethes lamexted 49 


= —— of a beantiful young Lady very ſhocking 
ö 40 
Deſcription of a happy Couple in the Country 80 


Diogenes bis Reply to a pert Fellow 106 
Dorinda, an Account of ber Walk to Hamp- 

ſtead 192 
Dreſs recommends a Man to the Ladies 85 
— recommends to civil Uſage on the Road ib. 
wa eedinary, not always an Index of Poverty 


8 
Drums very diſagreeable in a Bridal Morning 
| 196 
Dryden (Mr.) his Satyr on Women 52 
Duty of a Son recommended 39 
| E 
Eaſy (James) complains. of a St of Fellowe- 
that pull People by the Noſe 100 


a 2 Education 


iv Tbe INDE X. 


Education, the Want of it a great Unbappinoſs 4 
| Pag. 102 MF < 
Efeminacy, a Hinderance to Prefe: ment in the 
Male Offices of Life | 147 
Emilius reprov d for not Writing 92 
Emnlation natural to both Sexes 183 | 


Engliſh guilty of improper Expreſſions 162 | 
Eunomius, an Account of bis Marriage 90 


Euphrenius bis Chara@er 43 
Excuſes made ty thoſe that are guilty of Inten- 
. perance 75 
Executors, their Duty 173 


F 


Fencing, i Conſequences often attend it 186 
Friend, a fmcere one an invaluable Treaſure 78 H, 


his Death lamented 49 He 

a——— Perſes to bim over a Glaſs 2 8 U 

=— mmoting bim into the Country 11 H, 

Friendſhip, the Advantages of it 8 | 

| ct to be judg d by embelliſh'd Speeches Hi 


oo 5 
Free-Thinker (the Author) 2 Miranda 
to appeal to him, if her Huſband ſhould in- 
fringe the Articles of Marriage 130 Jar 
Remarks on a Bankrupt 's Letter 142 ; 
m=— Remarks on a Letter 7 ads an Feminate I Ind 
|| Man 149 ig 
| n our Language being over. un with an Inte 
Inundation of foreign M rds and 161 
— | reœe- 


— 


4 The INDEX. Vl 
Free-Thinker, on Philobiblos deſiring to be 


ſs 8 Aa Scholar Pag. 173 
9 Remarks on a Club 190 
(Gardens at Oxford very pleaſant - 88 
Gay (Mr.) Verſes on his Poem on the Art of 
walking the Streets of London I 


3 FF Goodneſs of Things judg'd by the Exorbitancy of 

n- | the Price 154 

5 Good. Manners the ſecureſt Protection * 

73 Injuries 186. 
H 


Hat, a Batchelor wears a very large one to pleaſe 
86 a Lady 194 


78 WB Health one of the greateſt Bleſſings of Life 14 
49 Heylyn (Dr.) his Epitaph admir d 


2 Hilarius, why rails at the Ladies : 
II Honcy-Moon, an im oper Time to proclaim 
78 ones Happineſs in riage IIT- 


bes Huſband compleatly — with alWife 133 


da 1 1 
in- 
30 January the 5ſt, a Day generally devoted to 
Pleaſure 36 
Indocilis bis Character 62 
Ingratitude very odious 57 
Intemperance, the ill Effects of it 77 


A 3 Lady 


vi be INDEX, 
L 


Lady in the Weſt of England thought there 
Ay be no Health without Phyſick Pag. 155 


»—— commended for ber happy Talent in Vi it- 


; 


f 


ing 36 
— the Sight of a beautiful one gives a ſu 4 
deen Fey | 51 
Ladies vers d in Politicks 


—— not to be gain d without aſiduous Applica- | 


tion 


42 J 
ten captivated with the flaſhy outſide of | 
, a Fop, and deſpiſe the ſhining Qualittes of a | 


modeſt Gentleman 47 | 
Lancaſhire Styles commended 193 
Law an int1icate Study 43 

Lawyer s abbreviate the Latin Tongue 164 | 
L'Eſtrange (Sir Roger) Remarks on a baſhful 
Lady 48 
Letters, the Effects of the Superſcriptions 33 
high efteem'd 37 


— of a Friend, meet a kind Reception 40 
ben ſent from the Country moſt enter- 
_— 54 
their happy Effects 66 

— Meſſengers of Joy or Sorrow 77 
the Interpreters of the Mind 78 
Linnendraper deals ſincer eh with bis Cuſtomer 
151 

London, many worthy Citizens there 97 
| | Lover, 


be INDEX. vii 


Lover, Advice to a baſhful one (a Poem) Pag. 25 
Lucinda, Verſes on ſeeing her wear a very gay 


becoming Hood I 

— in anſwer to ſome Verſes which ſhe made 

on Strephon 6 

on viſiting bim in his Sickneſs 8 

on ſeeing ber bluſh 10 

admir d for the Beauty of her Mind, 

as well as perſonal Char ms I 4 

on her Singing a 16 

M. ſeeing her early in the Morning 22 
M 

Marriage a Scene of Happineſs or Miſery 

37, 132 

Marry'd Women, Advice to them 133 


Martial, Lib. 10, Epig. 47, imitated when at 

Mancheſter School | 7 
May the pleaſanteſt Month of the Tear 61 
Men differ in their Notions about a liberal Edu- 


cation | 150 
Men of the loweſt Life talk of State Affairs in 
publick Houſes 34 


Milton's Paradiſe Loſt quoted, wherein Eve 
reproaches the too great Facility of Adam 
| 18 

Miranda, a young Lady of 1500 l. Fortune — 
her own Hands, what Qualifications ſhe re- 
quires in a Huſband III 
— great Choice of Candidates 116 
Miranda 


— — — — — — 


Miranda irtends to reveal herſelf to the Bat 


chelor Candidates Pag. 121 
—— excepts againſt the Addreſſes of Bob. 
Smart 0 5 ibid. 
— enquires after more Propoſals fi om the 
Batchelor Candidates 125 
—— ſlow in ber Matiimonal Proceedings 
126 


— adviſes Mr. Free- Thinker A ber 
Marriage 


for the Happineſs fhe enjoys in a good Huſ- 
band 132 
——— the bappieſt of Women in a good Huſ- 
* 13 
, hearty well Wiſhes to Mr. Fre 
Thinker 
Modeſt Man defires to be a Milliner's wa 
keep er I " 
Baade a Bar to a Man's Intereſt 


Monuments in Weſtminſter-Abbey Jefac 2 


10 
—— ered to perpetuate the Memo z 5 
celebrated Men ibid 
— to retrieve memorable Actions from 
Oblivion 109 
Molineux (Mr.) Mathematician in Manche- 
ſter. Verſes on his Death 20 
Muſick, the Charms of it ſoften the Mind 92 
be Study of it recommended 185 


Oſbourn 


127 
— xetur us Th. 10 Ar. Free. Thinker, 
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The IN D EX. ix 


O 


Oſbourn (Mr.) adviſes his Son to wear Cloaths 
rather above, than below his Fortune Pag. 85 
Ovid bis Writings commended 88 
Oxford famous for its noble Structures 87 


P 
Parents ſhould conſult the Genius of their Sons 
03 
Peterſham a very pleaſant Place 61 
Philoſophy a delightful Study 44 
Philomuſus his hara@er 1 12 


Philalethes bis Charafder  . 
Philips (Mr.) Author of the Splendid Shilling 


commended 


75 
Philobiblos defres to be bred a Scholar. 170 


Philaretes bis CharaFer 91 
Pleaſure in reading a Letter from a Friend 77 
innocently taken, eee 32 
Poets love Retirement 52 
Prior (Mathew, Eſq; Verſes on ſeeing bis Fu- 
neral in Weſtminſter-Abbey 23 
Purcel ( Mr.) bis Monumental Inſcription com- 
mended 68 
8 
Qualifications, what neceſſary in a Book- keeper 
147 


Ramble 


xð The IN D E X. 


N R 


Ramble (Jack) takes a Tour to London Pag. 35 
Reſpect paid to Strangers, according to the Ap- 
pearance they make 84 
Robert of Glouceſter his Lines to Williim 

Rufus I55 
Roſe, Verſes on one which dropp'd out of a Nuſe- 
gay which Lucinda had in ber Boſom 19 


8 
Scandal a Crime of a black Complexion 57 
Scholars meeting with a cold Reception, diſcou- 
_ rages Learning 106 
Seneca his Saying of Druukenneſs 75 


— bis Pleaſure in receiving a Letter from 
== of the Happineſs of Friendhly ith 
f the Happineſs of Friendſhip bi 
keeper, a Calculation of bis Affairs to bis 
reditars 128 
— — Advice to bis Fellow-Citizens 140 
Siniſtrus, an Account of bis Misfortunes 94 
Smart (Bob) his Letter to Miranda 118 
Soldiers Favourites of the Fair Sex 46 
Son impor tunes his Father to learn to Fence 180 
South - Sea Stock advances a young Lady's For- 
tune from 500 |. to 20001. 165 
aas ber many new Admirers übib 


South-Sea, 


The IN D EX. X1 
South-Sea, a Huſband adventures in it to oblige 


bis Wife Pag. 178 
Spring Garden very pleaſant - 70 
Stock- Fobbing, the Influence of it 167 


——- the Gamers by it ought to be com- 
paſſionate to the Unfortunate 69 
Styles about the City very troubleſome to the = 


dies 193 
* 


Thoughts on Death and Eternity (a Poem) 26 
Thompſon (Mr.) bis Character 197 
Toilet, the principal Employment of ſome La- 
dies 28 
Tombs convincing Arguments of Mortality 69 
Tradeſmen ſhould ammally ſettle their Accompts 
141 

the ill Conſequences of their raking 
large Sums of Money with Apprentices 94 


v 


TY 


Verſes to Miranda, what Qualifications are ne- 
ceſſary in a W ife 119 
polen Extempore on meeting a beauti- 


Ful young Lady in the Iron Gallery at the Ts 
of St. Paul's Church 


Vice once addicted to, very difficult to relingaifh 


72 
Virtue ſhould be made the main Article in a 
Marriage Treaty 136 


Weſtmunſter- 


X11 The INDEX. 


W 


Weſtminſter- Abbey, ſerious Reflections on the 
Monuments there 


09 
Whiſiling in the Streets by Perſons of Diſtinction 


indecent 158 | 
Wifes that are modeſt, ſuffer long before they 3 
complain 126 . 
Vine moderately taken, the happy Effects of it 
14 | 


Women of the Town, their alluring Practices 71 
Wroe (Dr.) . anden of Mancheſter, his Cha- 


In. 98 


I 


Touth to be bred according to the Indications of 
Nature 175 


Several Coon 
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To LucinDa, n Her 
wear à very gay becoming Hood. 


Gratiſima famina cultu, 
0 quantum ve ſlro indulget Natura decori! Ovid. 


55 


72 20 UCIN DA's matchleſs Form and Air, 


1 So charming never did appear, 

[ So pleaſing unto Strephon's Sight, 

So wond'rous fair, amazing bright, 

As when your pretty Hood did grace, 

And ſhade each Feature of your Face: 

A. Whene'er 


2 PoE us on ſeveral Occaſions, 


Whene'er on you my Eyes did dart, 

A ſudden Tranſport ſeiz'd my Heart; 

I felt ſuch ſecret Springs of Joy, 

As fill'd my Mind with Extaſie; 

I was as eager for a Kiſs, 

As two young Lovers are of Bliſs : 

| The more I look, the more I find 

1 You are the Object of my Mind: 

4 And, ſure, there's nothing more can prove 
A greater Index of my Love. 

More killing Airs pray ceaſe to add, 

For one more Charm wou'd make me mad. 


F CNEL TSS 


To a Friend over a Glaſs. 


8 you, my Friend, Miranda's Charms do 
boaſt, 


My dear Lucinda is my darling Toaſt, 
Each circling Glaſs, let us repeat with Joy 
Theſe fav'rite Healths, and drink with Extaſie. 


Such Nymphs will make the Glaſs more ſparkling 
(thine, 


And give a richer Flavour to the Wine. 


ON 


. 


A 


Sy 


, 


Pokus on ſeveral Occaſions. 3 


a Of the Honourable 
3 | 

Foſeph Addiſon, Eſq; 
. Semper bonos, nomenq; tuum, laudeſq; manebunt. 
Virg. 
do Quod mortale fnit, rapuit mors, fama vireſcit. 
| Mart. 

3 thou darling Fav'rite of the Stage, 

; Farewel, thou greateſt Genius of the Age; 

ang 


: Permit my Muſe, among the reſt, to mourn, 
OY \nd thed a Tear upon thy peaceful Urn. 


Such was his Genius, ſuch his ſterling Wit, 
N Such ſoft, ſuch charming tuneful Words he writ, 


A 2 And 


4 POEMS on ſeveral Occaſions. 


And in each Line ſuch Beauty does impart, 

He charms the Ear, and captivates the Heart. 

Not Young's, not Pope's, nor Congreve's Pen can tell, 
How much our Englifh Maro did excell: 

They may in nervous Lines thy Praiſe rehearſe, + 
In ſublime Numbers, and harmonious Verſe: 

But which of our great Britiſi Bards can ſhow, 

Or paint this Loſs, this diſmal Scene of Woe ? 
Whene'er he writ, how was his Pen inſpir'd 
With flowing Fancy, and with Rapture fir'd; 


That in theſe cynic and cenſorious Days, 


The molt ill-natur'd Momus gave him Praiſe. 


In ſtrong and tow'ring Thoughts he did diſplay, 
The martial Acts of BIENHEINM's wond'rous Day, 
Whene'er his CATO on the Stage appears, 

Each tender Heart will drop ſome grateful Tears : 
When Booth his ſoft majeſtick V oice does raiſe, 


Loud Peals of Thunder-claps proclaim thy Praiſe. 


OApop1son! I could as ſoon rehearſe, 
And paint thy Virtues, as to praiſe thy Verſe; 
Not only Wonders in thy Lines we find, 
But ſhining Virtues beautify'd thy Mind; 
Goodneſs without Alloy thy Soul poſſeſs'd, 
And Godlike Acts thy happy Temper bleſs'd. 


How 


oy 
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Poz Ms on ſeveral Occaſions, 5 


How many rich, and nobly born, do die, 
hich in the gloomy Shades forgotten lie, 
hat leave no Traces of their Names behind, 
*RFV aniſh like Clouds before a Northern Wind. 
Irno' in his native Duſt, he cannot die, 

1 But live Immortal by his Poetry. 

© His matchleſs Virtues will record his Name, 


4 And After-Ages will extol his Fame. 


5 
be | 


—— toes . , ‚ re on 


6 PoEMs on ſeveral Occaſions. 


In Anſwer to ſome Verſes which Lu- 
CINDA and MIRA (when in Bed 
together) made on STREPHON. 


Ovid. 


WO Nymphs one Night forbore to cloſe 
Their Eyes in gentle Sleep, and ſoft Repoſe. 
Their Thoughts in tuneful Numbers to expreſs, 
In manly Stile, in more than Woman's Dreſs : 
Such ſoft, ſuch happy Lines they did indite, 
As Congreve would applaud, and Prior write. 
O! did their Pens and tender Thoughts conſpire, 
What joyful Raptures would my Fancy fire! 
Had Strephon then in Mira's Place but been, 
And Hymen's nuptial Rites pronounc'd between 
Lucinda and myſelf, in this I'm right, 

She had not flept,nor made one Verſe that Night, 


Ut meminiſſe juvat 


88833 
338 
DU 

” 
Martial, 


Potms on ſeveral Occaſions, 7 


Martial, Lib. 10, Epig. 47. 
Imitated. 


When at MANCHESTER School. 
9 Vitam que faciunt Beatiorem, &c. 


Y Friend, doſt thou deſire to know 
What Things the greateſt Bliſs beſtow 3 
Wealch by painful Toil not gain'd, 

Fut by Inheritance obtain'd : | 

Fruitful Fields, a Houſe that's warm, 

From Diſcord free, ſerenely calm : 

No ſickning Pains diſturb the Mind, 

But Health in blooming V igour find: 

An honeſt Plainneſs, frank and true, 

And a delightful Friend or two: 

Of no luxuriant Diſhes taſte, 

Which both thy Health and Subſtance waſte : 
Sober cach Night, and free from Care, 

Thy Bed no anxious Sorrow ſhare. 

In true Contentment, Days thus paſt, 


Thou'lt neither fear, nor wiſh the Laſt, 
T © 


PoEMS en ſeveral Occaſions. 


A. 


Viſiting him in his Sickneſs. 


® Fic ego mente jacens, & acerbo ſaucius icłu, 
Admonitu cœpi fortior eſſe tuo. | 
Sic ad tua verba revixi, © 


Ut ſolet infuſo Vena redire mero. Ovid. 


O much I languiſh'd, and ſo faſt, 

So almoſt thought each Hour my laſt, 
Thar, till divine Lucinda came, 
Life burn'd but with a glimm'ring Flame; 
But raging Sickneſs, ſtrong Decay, 
On her Approach, at once gave Way. 
So Phoebus, with his Rays of Light, 
Diſpels the Vapours of the Night. 


As Nature ſickens, when a Dearth 
Locks the parch'd Boſom of the Earth; 
But 


ut 


PoEMS on ſeveral Occaſions. 
Mut when refreſh'd with kindly Show'rs, 
1 E. le ſee gay Groves, and ſmiling Flow'rs: 
2 do at Lucinda's Sight, half dead 
7 before, I raiſe my drooping Head; 

he Springs of Life are wound again, 
1 And a new Vigour ſwells each Vein. 
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Had you not kindly come to ſave 

XY our dying Stre phon from the Grave, 
1 Fruitleſs had been the Strife of Art 

r heal my Limbs, or eaſe my Heart. 


— 


1 
0 


Not Mead himſelf Relief cou'd give, 
i our Preſence only makes me live, 

1 

O lovely Maid! be kinder yet, 

And make the Cure begun, compleat; 
now, that there's ſomething ſtill behind, 
o cure the Fever of my Mind: 

To thy dear Arms I wiſh to fly, 

here quite revive, or gladly die. 


On 


9 


10 PoEMS on ſeveral Occaſions. 


TM 
e 


On ſeeing Lc pA Bluſb. 


— Non labra roſe, uon colla pruina, 

Non crines equant viola, non lumina flame, 
HE crimſon Bluſhes in your Cheeks expreſs'd | 
What tender Thoughts inſpir'd your ſnowy Þ 

reaſt; 

Your Fan with artful Hand was much employ'd, 

The riſing Beauties of your Face to hide: 

But when with dext'rous Skill you toſs'd your Fan, 

You cool'd the happy Nymph, bur fir'd the Man. 

Ten thouſand Graces play'd about your Face ; 

Peculiar Charms attended every Grace ; 

Each Grace, cach lovely Feature, did impart 

A ſecret Pleaſure to my throbbing Heart. 

Beſides theſe bcauteous Charms, in you there's join'd 

Unrivall'd Goodneſs, and a heav'nly Mind. 


If I but gain Lucinda for my Bride, 
The World all other Bleſſings may divide; 
If I'm but with my beautcous Charmer bleſt, 
I'll leave Mankind to ſcuffle for the reſt. 


To 


Pokus on ſeveral Occaſions, 11 
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7 o a Friend, inviting him 
into the Country. 


Beatus ille qui procul negotizs— Hor, 


„ — Nunc omnis ager, nunc omnis parturit arbos, 
; Nunc frondent ſylva, nunc for moſiſimus ammus. 
Virg. 


) Rom buſy Crowds to Shades with Joy retire, 
And pleaſing Walks, and Labyrinths admire : 

Each Morning here appears ſo bright, ſo gay, 

As if the Morning of a Nuptial Day. 

Here Beauty does in ſhining Landskips riſe, 

And Larks with tow'ring Wings aſcend the Skies. 

When Philomel tunes her melodious Throat, 

Each feather'd Warbler ſings a chearful Note. 

Oh ! what Delight does this ſoft Seaſon bring, 

When tuneful Linnets welcome in the Spring, 


'd 


When I look up, with raviſh'd Eyes ſurvey 


The riſing Mountains, and all Nature gay; 
"0 Or 
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Or when with Tranſport I look down below, 
There purling Streams in Silver Currents flow : 
Here ſmiling Fields, and flow'ry Banks delight; 
There ſtarry Daizies grow, and charm the Sight: 
Here fragrant Bloſſoms, Palm, and ſhady Bow'rs, 
There ſpreading Laurel, and full blooming Flow'rs : 
Here Myrtle in its infant Sweetneſs grows ; RY 
There ſhady Trees are rang'd in beauteous Rows : 1 
Scene after Scene does charm my wond'ring Eyes, 
Where-e'er I look, I ſee new Proſpetts riſe. 

Thus loſt in Extaſie, with Wonder gaze, 

And Nature's pencil'd Works my Soul amaze. 

No gloomy Thoughts diſturb my peaceful Mind, 
But unknown Bliſs, and ſolid Joy I find, 

Thus in theſe kappy Scenes my Time I ſpend, 
And nothing want but Thee, dear Tou my Friend. 4 


7 
3 
4 


? 


3 


4 


To theſe bleſs'd Shades, and heav*nly Scenes retire, | 
Whoſe flow'ry Verdure does new Life inſpire, 
How bleating Lambs wou'd skip, and Groves rejoice, 


And Grotto's eccho to thy charming Voice ! 
Leave the dull Town, and baniſh South-Sea Care, 


Come live with me, and breath in purer Air, 


e 194494 
et gt 


And 
lo- 


Spoken 
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polen Extcmpore, on meeting a beau- 
ful young Lady in the Iron Gal- 
lery at the Top of St. Paul's Church. 
| 
HIS fam'd Metropolis I came to view, 
5 But find no Proſpect yields Delight but you, 
en 


ro me theſe tow'ring Structures ſeem leſs fair, 
and loſe their Beauty by your killing Air, 
ure, P lovely Nymph ! permit me but a Kiſs, 

nd grant me, ſo near Heav'n, to taſte of Bliſs. 


oice, 


C. 


B LucinDa 


a « ieee — — @72 72727 77A ——— 


FZ7E7 LCOLLEO FIT, ce 'y V ESSEISEESISIESSS) _— 


Lucmpa admir'd for the 
Beauty of her Mind, as well as 
her perſonal Charms. 


Probitas, fideſq; conjugis. mores, pudor placeant 
marito ; ſola, perpetuo manent ſubjecta nulli, | 
mentis atg; animi bona ; florem decor is fa. i 
guli carpunt dies. Seneca. a 


Prize my dear Lucinda, much before 

Thoſe Nymphs which others value and adore: 
Miranda has good Humour, but wants Senſe, 
Her Entertainment is Impertinence. 
Coe and Phillis are both young and gay; 
But they with Shocks and Parrots ſpend the Day. 
Belinda ſings ſo melting, ſoft, and clear, 
Wou'd charm an Angel from his heav'nly pres 
The tuneful Muſick of her Voice to hear; 
At the Tea-Table does her Sex reproach, 
And flagrant Scandal takes delight to broach. 


F own, 
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I own, Dorinda's fair, (divinely fair!) 
And that Claria has a killing Air: 
i gut Dorinda's Pride, mix'd with IIl-nature, 
oullies the Luſtre of each graceful Feature: 
It's too well known, Clariſſa has a Mind 
To Plays, Picket, and Ombre much inclin'd. 


| Y Survey the Circle of the Nymphs around, 
7 11 With Faults they all, in ſome Degree, abound ; 
EX There's only dear Lucinda to be found, 
J by With ſublime Virtues, all PerfeRions crown'E. 
i, 
qo | 


15 


On 
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On Lucmpa's Singing. 


f UCINDA's warbling Voice to hear, 
I liften'd with attentive Ear : 5 
The Muſick of your tuneful Tongue, [ V 


Vour ſoft, melodious, melting Song, 1 
Does Strephon's gentle Thoughts inſpire 1 
With pleaſing Joys, and Raptures fire. # Quo 
Each ſwelling Note his Boſom warms, 4 


And fills his Soul with heav'nly Charms. 
Tn ſuch extatick Bliſs, and Love, 

We gueſs at Harmony above. 

In Tranſports thus Life does decay,” 
Your Str-phon faints, and dies away. 


2 2 
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= TO Mr. GA 1. 
4 


On bis POEM, entitled, 


* * * 
* Rs . £ 
* 1 N * 
. * -_ 
Fey 


STrzivia, or, The Art of 
Walking the Streets of London, 


<TD, $54 
AAS. ned 
- —_ , 
2 "Fs ©. 0 


Quoos titulos, qua non meruit præconia laudum ? 


Mart. 


p GAY! my grateful Thoughts do crowd my 
() (Mind, 


To tell you what harmonious Lines I find 

In this thy TR IV IA; ſuch Beauties ſhine, 
'm pleas'd to ſee a Wonder in each Line: 

Bo much thy tow'ring Thoughts my Fancy fire, 
Fe more I read, the more I {till admire. 


What Critick, with his ſtabbing Pen, can ſtain 


hy tuneful Verſes, or cclipſe thy Fame? 
| $3 


The 
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The very Momus which inſults thy Name, 
Envies thy Genius, tho) thy Verſes blame. 
Thy uſeful Hints direR the rural Squire, | 
His Steps from wand'ring Females to retire, 
To hoary Heads thou'rt an indulgent Friend, 
And thoſe which under heavy Burthens N 
When joſtl ing buſy Crowds walk in the Street, 
And helpleſs Objects, Blind and Lame, we meet, 
Thou doſt inſtruct us what Reſpett to pay, 
To give the Wall, and when to take the Way. = 
Theſe Men with thankful Voice will give thee | a 
Praiſe, 
Pray for thy Health, and wiſh hee proſp'rous Days. 


1t : 
4 


Whether by Phebus's Meridian Light, 

Or in the gloomy Horror of the Night, 

I walk, in winding Alleys, Streets unknown, 
And loſe my Way in this great Hive, the Town, | 
By thy Directions, I ſhall fear no III, is On 
No panick Terror ſhall my Boſom fill: 4 
Wilſt I walk Streets, thy Precepts I'll imbibe, 
TR IV IA ſhall be my Convoy, and my Guide. h 


_———_ 
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'Y Br that Fly, his wond'rous Form diſplay, 


To 
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a Butterfly. 


The painted Beauty of his Wings ſurvey : 
Dorinda's Hoop in ſlander Waſte confin'd, 
Are like theſe beauteous Wings and Body join'd, 
So do your circling Charms adorn the Fair, 
And give a pleaſing Luſtre to your Air. 


HISTOTS TOTETS TOTSTOTSTETETSTETTSTETET © 


On a ROSE that drop'd out of a 


Noſegay which LUCINDA had in 
her Boſom. 


HIS Roſe, Lucinda, once did reſt 

On your ſoft, downy, riſing Breaſt ; 
Did dwell upon thoſe Mounts of Snow, 
Where rich Hyblean Sweets do grow. 
Was I fo happily but plac'd, 
Where this Flower ſo lately grac'd ; 
With long-liv'd Pleaſure there I'd ſtay, 
And not thus droop, and fade away, 

On 
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On the Death of Mr. Mo- i 


lineux, Mathematician i in Man- 


cheſter. 


Written in the Year 1712. 


Narrabat pueros longis rationibus aſſem. 
—centum diduc ere pan tibus Hor. 


F refin'd Knowledge, or bright Parts cou'd ſave 
The greateſt Genius from the ſilent Grave; 
kl Had ſuch receiv'd a Patent to abide | 
1 Secure from Change, Molincux ne'er had dy'd; 
i To Fate he had not then relign'd his Breath, 
But rriumph'd ver the icy Arms of Death. 


Accompts in all its Branches taught ſo well, 
Thar with ſuperior Skill he did excel : 
He would, in that ſublime, myſterious Art, 
Rede a Sum to the minuteſt Part. 
The u abſtruſe Accompts he'd Ballance right, 
By) kill'd Fen, and penetrating Sight, | 


From 
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7 rom Trade the Source of Wealth and Plenty flow, 
n artful Numbers therefore Praiſe beſtow : 

1 zy which great Science, may be juſtly ſaid, 

bs Pur ſtately London rears its tow'ring Head: 


FF * This trading Town the greateſt Loſs ſuſtains ; 
4 No skilful Maſter of Accompts remains; 
ne beſt Arithmetician being dead, 


ub expiring Science hangs its drooping Head. 


Ld Bt — — 
* — _ — — — 


* Mancheſter. 


rom 
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On ſeeing Lu IN DA one 
Morning very carly. 


Thalamog; relictus in mo. Cvid. 


N O ſooner ſaw th* approaching Day, ; 1] 
But to my Dear I wing'd my Way, ; dra 
To ſee my Life! my Soul! my All! 

That 1 can good, or charming call. , 

I ne'er petition'd Friends Conſent, 

But ſoftly to her Chamber went: 

The Nymph was juſt ſtepp'd out of Bed, 
In Morning-Gown, and undreſs'd Head. 
Good Gods! how much did her Attire 
My glowing Breaſt with Rapture fire: 
What Pleaſure was there in a Kiſs, 
What ſolid Joy, what unknown Bliſs : 
For when I ſaw but ſuch a Scene, 

I found a Pulſe in ev'ry Vein. 

How bleſs'd was I, ye Gods but ſee, 
Great Jove himſelf ds envy me. 
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On ſeeing the 


FUNERAL 


| 0 E 
Ulaitbem Prior, Eſq; 
I N 
Weſtmiſter- Abbey. 


— — 


uullum 
eva caput Praſerpina fugit. Hor. 


O ſee this ſolemn Scene, this Pomp of Woe, 
In mournful Order and Proceſſion go, 

rowds fill this awful Dome, this gloomy Place, 
And penſive Sorrow ſits on ev'ry Face. 

kadwell, and laurell'd Dryden, ſeem'd to ſmile, 

s ſee great Prior bury'd in their Ile; 

Creatly 
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joic' venerable Buſt, 
r with re — 
2 a in Anthems chanted o'er | is "me 
— tors round his Grave 4 mo 
= © 2 s did then their Tribute pay, 
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Advice 


q ADpVICE to a baſhful 
þ LoveR. | 


I Degeneres animos timor arguit 
Judentes fortuna juvat, Virg. 


T HOU tells me, Tom, that Chloe's coy, 

And thy Addreſſes ſtill does fly; 

Wouldſt thou be bleſt in Chole's Arms, 

And reign ſole Monarch of her Charms, 

Faniſh all Sighs, and throbbing Fears, N 
Proſtrate thyſelf no more in Tears; 
Vain are the Efforts of ſuch Love; 

Nor will they e're ſucceſsful prove. 

To any reigning favourite Toaſt, 

'xceſs of Modeſty neer boaſt. 

The Way to win the lovely Fair, 

sto allume a manly Air: 

Thy Love in gen'rous Frankneſs tell; 

n Ciloe's Lips do cloſely dwell. 

-ourage, dear Tom, and thou wilt find, 

us thou grows daring, ſhe'll grow kind, 
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Thoughts on DEATH and 
ETERNITY. 4 


— reve & irreparabile tempus 
Omnibus cft vite—————— Virg. 
Vita hominis peregrinatio Plato. 


OW ſhort's the Journey from our Mother's 
(Womb? 


A walking Shadow to the ſilent Tomb, 

A Dream, a Phantom, and a narrow Span, 
Are the ſhort Bounds of Life to mortal Man ; 
Swift as the Winds, and the revolving Sun, 
The Wheels of Life with rapid Motion run. 
After ſo ſhort a Journey, ſince we go 

To endleſs Tranſport, or eternal Woe, * 

Let not the dazling Scenes of Pomp entice 
Thy Soul to tread the Precipice of Vice. 


How 
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7 How many Vouths in their Meridian Bloom, 
7 7 And Pride of Years, reccive their fatal Doom ? 
J Y Like ſmiling Flow'rs, at Noon their Charms diſ- 
Cut down by Ev'ning Scythe, and fade away. 
Soon as our ſtarry Eyes have loſt their Sight, 
Then are they ſeaFd from everlaſting Light 
For when our weary Springs of Life decav, 
n' immortal Spirit wings its Courſe away. 


* . * 8 . 
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5 What ſecret Dread does here the Sinner find ? 

3 What anxious Thoughts do rack his gloomy Mind ? 
what Scenes of Woe his heavy Soul ſurprize ? 

1 5 What Floods of Tears flow from his ſtreaming 


(Eyes ? 
But when the virtuous Soul reſigns his Breath, 


No reſtleſs Horror at approaching Death 

y He ever feels ; and only looks on Fate, 

A gentle wafting to a future State. 

His Thoughts are always calm, ferenely bleſt, 
He feeds no warring Vices in his Breaſt ; 

But leaves this World, with all its fleeting Toys, 
To graſp at Heav'n, and its immortal Joys. 

Such wondrous Bliſs, no raptur'd Soul can tell, 


Does in thoſe bright, and heav'nly Manſions 
(dwell, 


- r 


C 2 Oh! 


How 
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Oh! may ſome nobler Thoughts my Soul employ 
Than tranſient Bliſs, and vain deluſive Joy: 
To bleſt Abodes then ſhall I wing my Way, 
To Trats of Light, and everlaſting Day. 
In Heav'n, with warbling Cherubims ſhall reign, 
Seraphick Love, and endleſs Joys obtain, 
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N re ie 


Ir 9 4 very old Batchelor, 
intending to marry 4 very young 
Maid. 


di qua voles apte 1bere, nube pari, Ovid. 


ROU aged Lump of lifeleſs Clay, 
Whoſe Face is furfow'd with Decay. 
Would'ſt thou a nuprial Life begin, 
When Clotho thy laſt Thread does ſpin; 
his teeble Remnant of thy Life, 
Marry a young and am'rous Wife; 
When all thy ative Days are paſt, 
Tay Hour-Glaſs running to its laſt : 
Thus to ſet out at Eve of Night, 
When Life ſcarce gives a glim'ring Light; 
When Lees of Life the Taſte deſtroy, 
And pall the moſt endearing Joy. 
thy feint Addreſſes will but prove 
Mere Dotage, not Exceſs of Love, 


C 3 Had'ſt 


30 Pokus on ſeveral Occafions. 


Had'ſt thou in blooming Youth began, 

; When ſhaded Chin pronounc'd thee Man ; 
When Spring of Life thy Years had grac'd, 
Thy Love on gay Dorinda plac'd ; 

Then each kind Glance, and ev'ry Kiſs, 
Had open'd unknown Scenes of Bliſs; 

But Zymen's Rites can never long 


Old Age unite to one fo young: 
Wich ſuch a Virgin ſhould'ſt thou wed, 


Actæons Horns will crown thy Head, 
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r te bnportunity of ſome 
IB Friends, I have publiſh'd the 
allowing Letters. Thoſe fa- 
? SD miliar Letters were writ to 
ny quondam School-fellows, &c. and 
ppear in the genuine and native Dreſs 
hey were ſent in, about ten Tears ago. 
W be other Letters I ſent to ſeveral Au- 
hors, that have entertained the Town 
vith their Speculations ;, and ſince they 
ave met with a favourable Approba- 
jon from ſuch ingenious Gentlemen as 
dir Richard Steel, and Mr. Philips, 
gives me the greater Hopes they will 
meet 
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meet with a kind Reception from every 
candid Reader. Several of thoſe Let- 
ters I writ in a female Chara@er, ſome 
of them I ſign'd with the initial Letters 
of my Name, and others under fictiti- 
ous Characters; by which Means, TI | 
have perſonated a Maid, a Wife, a 
Batchelor, @marry'd Man, a School- 
Boy, a Bankrupt, &c. Thus, Proteus 
like, I have appear d under various cord. 
CharaGers: all which ] writ at Inter- 
Lo - wals, when I was diſengag'd from Hu- 
j fineſs, purely for my Diverſion; for I 
| never ſuffer any Amuſements of this 


U Nature to get the Aſcendant of Buſi- 
nefs. 


tainin 
of 70 


Dear 
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London, Fan. 1, 17. 


Dear Sir, 


O ſooner had the Poſt-Man deliver d 
| me your Letter Yeſterday, but (ac- 
cording to my uſual Method) I examin'd 
the Superſcription, and obſervd it was 
„beautifully writ in a Female Character: 
I was tranſported with Joy, hoping it came 
from my fair, my beloved Lucinda, Not 
being capable any longer of pleaſing my- 
we; with this imaginary Scene of Happi- 
Ineſs, 


With eager Haſte my ardent Lips did lay, 
And with a Kiſs diſſolv'd the Seal away. 


My Expectations I found were fruſtrated , 
yet I could not forbear ſmiling how art- 
tully yon had gilded the Bait ; but not- 
withſtanding my Hopes were thus de- 
teated, it was very welcome, and enter- 
taining. So much for the ſuperficial Part 
of your Letter, = 


*ai 
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Of all Mankind I think you have the 
leaſt Occaſion to complain, that you have 
Þ little Time to maintain an Epiſtolary 
Converſation; it 1s an Apology that I 
have an undoubted Right to, my Buſineſs 
ſcarce permitting me to look into any 
Books but thoſe of Debtor and Creditor ; 
and do aſſure you, that were it not for 
this weighty Conſideration of diſſolving 
our happily connected Friendſhip, I {ſhould 
be eaſily perſuaded, and very readily pre- 
vaild on, to lay a Conſtraint upon my 
pen; for at this Fountain Head, this per- 
petual Spring of Buſineſs, we are ſo in- 
volvd in a Hurry of Affairs, that I am 
often ſurpriz d, to think how 1 have Time 
to ſupply the Lamp of Friendſhip, fo 
much as to make it give a feint and glim- 
mering Light ; for when I have ſtole from 
Buſineſs, and am fully reſolv'd to write 
to a Friend, before I have finiſh'd an entire 
Paragraph, ſome unexpected Buſineſs in- 
terrupts me, nay, very often before I have 
dated my Letter. 

Since you left this City, Tempora mutantur, 
You ſhall ſcarce go into a publick Houſe, 


where Men of the loweſt Life rendez- | 


vous, but you ſhall hear them, over the 
ſmoaking of one Pipe, lay Schemes for 
taking ſeveral fortify'd Towns, before 
ever the Duke of Marlborough has con- 

ſulted 
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ſulted to lay _ to any one of them; 
but what 1s ſtill more remarkable, the 
Ladies now-a-Days are versd in Politicks, 
whereas, not many Years ſince, the prin- 
cipal Themes of their Diſcourſes were 
about Dorinda's gay Suit, Chloe's pretty Fan, 
Clariſſa's pou Scarf, &c. but now they 
are versd in State Topicks; and I have 
known them call for the Maps, and ſearch 
tor Aire and Madrid. | 
Laſt Week Fack Ramble came to Town 
purely to ſee this City: He ſtaid but two 
Days; fo that he will be as capable of 
giving a Deſcription of this City, as a 
Man that rides Poſt of the Country he 
ravels through. 

I am forry to hear the Chain of Friend- 
hip is unlink'd betwixt you and Philobiblos. 
ou were two ſuch inſeparable Companions 
it Mancheſter School, and ſince that your 
riendſhip has been ſo firmly rivetted, that 
thought neither Time nor Diſtance could 
auſe a Rupture in your Affections. 

I with you a happy new Year, and 


ur. | Da ſpatium vita, multos, da Jupiter, annos. 


lez- Þ Jam, SIR, 

the 

for Tour real Friend, 

— and faithful Servant. ] 
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London, Fan. 1, 175+. 
MA DA M, 

T HIS being a Day which is generally 
| devoted to Pleaſure, the Mind being 
unbended from Cares, and diſcharg'd from 
a Crowd of Affairs, it being a common 
Maxim, let's begin the new Year mer- 
rily, I do not know how I can begin it 
better, and employ ſome Part of this Day 
with more Satisfaction, than by exerciſing 
my Pen in paying my ReſpeQs to you; 
therefore I have ſtole from my Friends, and 
divorc'd myſelf from their Cempany, pure- 
ly to be ſo happily engag d. 

You have no Reaſon to make any Apo- 
logy for your Letters, cither tor Style or 
Spellirg ; for thoſe very Apologies arc 
embelliſn'd with ſo many beautiful Fpi- 
thets, and ſuch a Sublimity of Thought 
reigns in your Exprejhons, that they are 
palpable Demonſtrations of your happy 
Talent in Writing; and that you are en- 
tirely free from that Spelling, which many 


of your Sex are guilty of; and ſuch a Va- 
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Je I have for your Letters, that a repea- 
ted Peruſal of them is ſtill more pleaſant 
to me; and do not (as you are pleas d to 
ſay) lay them in ſome By- Corner, or un- 
frequented Place; but I lay them np with 
as much Care as a Miſer does his hoarded 
Treaſure ; for ſuch an intrinſick Value do 
I put on your Letters, that, like Filings 
of Gold, they are too precious and valua- 
ble to be loſt. You inform me, your 
Siſter is going to pronounce thoſe irrevoca- 
ble Words, Till Death us do part. Since 
Marriage 1s a State that enlarges either 
a Scene of Happineſs, or Miſery, may ſhe 
obtain the full Poſſeſſion of the former, but 
may ſhe for ever be a Stranger to the lat- 
ter; may nothing ruffle gr diſcompoſe that 
Serenity of Mind, Nature has ſo abundant- 
ly endu'd her with. I wiſh her a good 
Huſband, and that an uninterrupted Har- 
mony and Chearfulneſs may attend them. 
I could now make a long Harangue, how 
Patches are plac'd, ſo as to give the moſt 
killing Air, and conceal a Blemiſh; how 
Petticoats are fenc'd with Whalebone, and 
tortify'd with Hoops; how many Flounces 
are the Pink of the Mode; how a Fan is 
flutter d to Advantage. Such like Topicks 
as theſe would afford many Speculations to 
ntertain ſome of the fair Sex; but the 


Fre too light and "_ for thoſe of a 


more 
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more refin'd Taſte, and nobler Endow- 
ments: For, as an ingenious Author lays, 
tho' the Toilet is the great Scene of Buſi- 
neſs; and the right adjuſting their Haar, 
and adorning the ſuperficial Part, 1s the 
principal Employment of their Lives; and 
that the Sorting of a Suit of Ribbons 1s 
look'd upon as a good Morning's Work : 
Though tome of the fair Sex are thus em- 
ploy'd, yet there are others, that move in 
an exalted Sphere of Knowledge and Vir. 
tue, and that join all the Beauties of the 
Mind to the Ornaments of Dreſs, amongſt 
which, you, Madam, are a fignal Inſtance, 
having added to the unſtudy'd Graces of 
your Behaviour, and the nature] Charms 
and Endowments of your Perſon, a Mind 
adorn'd with Beauties of a more exalted 
and durable Nature, the embelliſhing Or- 
naments of ſhining and ſubſtantial Virtues, 
For it is the unalterable Beauty of the 
Mind, and the Luſtre of amiable Quali. 
ties, that give us ſolid Happineſs. I have 
only Room to wiſh you a happy new Year, 
and many ſucceeding ones. 


Jam, Madam, 
Tour devoted humble Servant. 
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London, Fan. 8, 171. 
SIR, je 

HE Thoughts that I have of late 
T entertaind of ſeeing you in this City, 
your laſt Letter has entirely remov'd. I 
muſt confeſs, a literal Correſpondence af- 
fords me no {mall Satisfaction; but a per- 
{onal Converſation would very much have 
contributed to my Happineſs, The Rea- 
lon you aſſign for your not coming is ſo 
important, that I bear your Abſence with 
more Pleaſure ; for I think it highly reaſo- 
nable, that your Father's Reſentment 
ſhould be more regarded, than either your 
own natural Inclination be gratify'd, or 
the longing Expectations of your Friends 
be comply d with ; all other Excuſes, Iam 
apt to think, I ſhould have look'd upon 
trifling and inſufficient; but the Fear of 
incurring your Father's Diſpleaſure, car- 
ries with it a commanding Silence, and 


D 2 gives 
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gives me an undeniable Specimen, how 
ſtudious you are of being a dutiful Son, 


I am conſcious there is nothing of ſo 
intrinſick a Value in my Letters, as to 
merit your good Opinion of them, but 
impute it to your Reſpect and Friendſhip, 
that enhances their Eſteem, and makes 
you give them ſo kind a Reception, and ſo 
favourable an Entertainment; which re- 
minds me of Daphnis's ſaying to Damatas, 


* o 
T& vn KING, nanc meiparian 


This Week we loſt the moſt beautiful Þ 


young Lady in our Neighbourhood ; the 
Mews of her ſudden Death ſurpriz'd me; 


but when I ſaw her carry'd to her long 


Home, I was mov'd with an uncommon 
Concern, 


Nature imperio gemimus cum funus adults 
Virgins occurrit, 


Nothing could ſhock Nature more, than to 
ſee a Virgin, ſix Days before her Death, 
in the Bloom of her Days, and in a per: 
fect State of Health, with a Preſence irre- 
ſiſtibly charming; and in ſo ſhort a Time 
ſee her coverd in a Span of Earth, and 
mingled with the Duſt from whence ſhe 


ſprung ; the ſolemn Proſpect of ſuch a 
| | Spectacle 
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Spectacle of Mortality, is the moſt con- 
vincing Argument of the fleeting Vanity. 
of this tranſitory State of Life. | 
I have perusd the Letter of your youn 

Brother, you was ſo kind as to encloſe 
me in yours, with great Satisfaction; he 
gives you great Hopes of improving thoſe 
Talents, which kind Nature, and a liberal 
Education, have furniſh'd him with. Iam. 


glad to find he is plac'd in ſo happy a 


Station of Life; Providence has exempted 
him from a ſervile Employment, not con- 
fin'd him behind a Compter; but he has 
an Opportunity of converſing with Men, 
and Books. My humble. Service to all 


Friends at Brazen- Noſe. 


J am, 
Tour ſincerely affetionate Friend, . 
and very humble Servant. 


42 LETTERS on various Subjects. 


* 2 * 8 „r ee - 5 
- PAY 4 il C3 = 12 2 7 b v - 8 Ss nd 
EG ANTI Ne + OSS ou} fo Was, oF LEAR $ 
” * on U \*..4 \ 


, 3 a, 4 % 1 7 KN. - 0 — A 
WORN ET TT nn LY RIGS 
my 8 8 * 1 4 
Ar 7 72 Nes 
M De 


London, Fan. 19, 1742. 
SIR, 


FH Ars the Proſpect of a few , vacant 
Minutes before me, I thought I could 
not better employ them, than by laying 
your laſt before me. 
What . Reaſons you have for branding 
the Ladies with Reſervedneſs, I am inca- 
ble of judging, for you allign no Reaſon 
or it. If you viſit the Ladies of your 
Acquaintance, with no other View than 
their agreeable Converſation, I dare ſay 
you have an eaſy Acceſs, and all the Re- 
tugns of Civility and Good-Manners offer d 
you; but if you viſit a Lady, with an 
Intention of making your Addreſſes to 
her, you ought to eſteem 1t a peculiar Fa- 
vour to be admitted the Happineſs of her 
Company, and not expect that ſhe muſt 
Aly into your Arms; but, on the contrary, 
you muſt ſurmount innumerable Difficul- 
ties, before you can bring the Object of 
your Affections to a Capitulation; for as 
Ovid ſays, 
Militis ſpecies amor eft, 
And 
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And the ſame Author tells us, 


Nox & byems, longaq; vis, ſeviq; dolores 
Mollibus his caſtris, & labor omms neſt. 


I am ſorry to acquaint you, that Eupbre- 
ius s Father dy'd laſt Week: Had he ivd 
a little longer, Euphrenius had certainly 
had a very conſiderable Poſt in the Go- 
vernment; but notwithſtanding this great 
Loſs, the Serenity of Mind, and Cheartul- 
neſs of Temper, he is fo happily diſtin- 
guiſh'd for, enables him to bear up chear- 
fully againſt the Misfortunes that are com- 
mon to human Nature. His Temper, whe- 
ther engag'd in a Scene of Buſineſs, or in 
Solitude, is ſerene and unruffled ; and he 
is bleſt with ſuch an excellent Frame of 
Mind, that he thankfully receives the 
Bleſlings of Heaven, and I never once 
heard him murmur or repine at any Inci— 
dents of human Lite. 

Philomuſus tells me, he finds the Law a 
very intricate Study: I told him I was of 
Opinion, a Man was not Maſter of it 
without an afliduons Application; but I 
advis'd him to proſecute it cloſe, and to 
conſider it was an honour ble Study; and 
that the Profits which would attend it, 
after he was call'd to the Bar, I hoped 
would be a Means of rendering the Study 


of 
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of the Law pleaſant and delightful to 
him: But you know, when Fhilomuſus was 
at School he had a Poetical Genius, and 
he ſtill has a very delicate Taſte that 
Way; and as he is a Gentleman of a plen- 
tiful Fortune, and finds the Law unpalata- 
ble, I am of Opinion, that he will be 
like our famous Congreve, whoſe firſt Ap- 
plications (as the Author of the Lives of 
the Dramatick Poets tells us) was to the 
Law ; but that he had too fine a Turn of tl 
Wit, to be long pleas'd with that crabbed 
Study, in which the laborious dull plod- 
ding Fellow generally excels the more 
ſprightly Wit; and as his natural Inclinati- 
ons lead him to _— it is great Odds 
but it will divert him from the Bar. 
I am of Opinion, there is a great deal 
x more agreeable Entertainment and Plea- 
4 ſure intermix'd in the Purſuit of ſome other 
of Studies. To ſurvey the Motions of the 
1 Orbs, the wonderful Order of Providence, 
bl to review the Receſſes of Nature, are noble 
W and delightfnl Studies ; to be enquiring 
* after the Cauſes and Effects of what Ovid, 
| | at the latter End of his Metamorphorſis, 


o beautifully deſcribes, 


nag vi 


gvi 
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magni primordia mundi, 

Et rerum canſas, & quid natura, docebat; 
Quid Deus, unde nives, que fulminis eſſet 01180 : 
Jupiter an venti, diſcuſſd nube tonarent : 

Quid quateret terras; quad ſidera lege mearent; 
Et quodcnny; latet. 

The leaſt Glimpſe in ſuch Philoſophical 
Studies, fills the Mind with a thouſand ex- 


tatick Motions of Toy. It is high Time I 
relieve you, by ſublcribing myſell. 


Jour very bumble Sar vaut. 
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London, Feb. 9, 177. 
STR, | | 


HIS Moment I receiv'd your florid 

Epiſtle, and, purſuant to your Re- 
gueſt, — you an Anſwer by this Poſt. 
You tell me Vill's Miſtreſs has diſcarded 
him, and you can aſſign no Reaſon, unleſs 
his exceſſive Modeſty has been his Obſta- 
cle. I have more than once made an Ob- 
ſervation, that nothing recommends a Man 
more to the Female Sex than Valour ; 
Wiſdom and Courage are as eſſential Qua- 
ities to Mankind, as Modeſty and Virtue 
are bright Ornaments to the Fair Sex, It 
is very obvious, that the Society of mili- 
tary Men ſtrangely allure the Fair Sex: 
A Saſh, a Feather, and a red Coat, are, 
in themſelves, very prevailing Arguments; 
an unconſtrain'd Carriage, and a Frank- 
neſs of Behaviour, are the Perfections of 
good Breeding. I know a very ingenious 
young Gentleman, of great Senſe and 
Modeſty, that addreſſes himſelf to a young 
Lady; there is a bold fluttering foppiſh 
Fellow his Rival; the Lady 1s moſtly 
| enamour d 


CELTS 
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enamour'd with this ſhallow ſuperficial 
Fop. It 1s undeniably true, that a Man 
which makes his Addreſſes to a Lady, that 
has a frank and eaſy Way of recommend- 
ing himſels, that attacks the Object of his 
Attections with a civilizd Boldneſs, ſhall 
ſooner introduce himſelf into her Favour, 
than a baſhful Perſon, tho he may have a 
larger Share of Senſe, and a more ample 
Fortune than his Competitor. Waller ſays, 


Women ſtoop to the Forward and the Bold. 


I have often, with Concern. reflected on 
this unaccountable fantaſtical Diſpoſition 
of ſome Ladies being captivated and ena- 
mour'd with every Thing that has a ſplen- 
did Appearance, and thadowy Outſide z 
that will rehſh the Converſation of a 
fluttering Fop, and admire the Outſide and 
Drapery of ſuch a Man, more than a mo- 
deſt Gentleman of commendable Qualities, 
and the moſt refin'd Senſe ; that will over- 
look the moſt ſhining and ſubſtantial Vir- 
tues 1n the one, and vainly admire and 
doat on the trivial and flaſhy Vanities of 
the other. Since a ſheepiſh Modeſty, and 
an unmanly Baſhfulneſs, are j{o crimi- 
nal, I hope they will never be a Bar to 
your Intereſt. I ſhall conclude this with 
dir Roger I Eſtramges Reflections on a Fable 

& 
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of Aſop's, he tells us, A Man may be 
* ſhamefacd, and a Woman modeſt, to thefſ 3. 
* Degree of ſcandalous: And that he knew 188 
4 Lady, which had one of the moſt baſn. !“ 
ful ſcrupulous Perſons to her Daughter 
ce that ever was born. Well, ſaid the 
“ Lady, I am mightily afraid this Girl off S 7 
« mine will prove a Whore; for ſhe is ſo 
“ infinitely modeſt, that, in my Conſci. 
« ence, if any Man ſhould afk her the f 6 
« Queſtion, ſhe would not have the Facele Af 
* to deny him. a n 
I have enclosd two Letters, which In ſon 
commit to your Care, and defire you to Oppor 
deliver them as directed; with the one af*? An 
hearty Kiſs, and the other my humble? the 
Service, and you will highly oblige, hrſt fi; 


his Str 
SIR, Man; 
Affecti 
Jour moſt aſſur d Friend, 
and bumble Servant, 


a {mal 
Books. 
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VER fince the N of yours, I 
res have been involv'd in ſuch a Tumult 
* of Affairs, that I have not had Time to 
anſwer it; but this Flux of Buſineſs being 
in ſome Meaſure abated, I embrace this 
Opportunity. by your Kinſman, of returnin 

to PP * y y 8 
alan Anſwer. Cleanthes has now been enter d 
blelin the Temple about twelve Months; the 
Firſt fix, I am inform'd, he cloſely purſu d 

his Study, and gave early Proofs of a great 

Man; but ſince that, he has placed his 

Affections on a beautiful young Lady of 
a ſmall Fortune, and has bid farewel to his 
Books. You know he was a Youth re- 
markable for his grave Solidity ; but now 
ſuch a ſtrange Metamorphoſis, that he is 
urn'd gay and debonair, and ſeems quite 
f another Mould. 

I am ſorry to tell you, that the laſt Poſt 
brought me the unwelcome News of Phila- 
Ietbes Death: He was a Man, you know, 
" Rf an admirable Frame and Diſpoſition of 
Mind, and I was very happy in his Ac. 

E quaintance , 
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quaintance; and as the Happineſs of Man, 
in a very great Meaſure, conſiſts in mutual 
Converſation, and a triendly Correſpon. 

dence, that Happineſs I enjoy d in the moſt 
exquiſite Manner, and always look'd upon 


it the pleaſanteſt Satisfaction of my Life“ 


The Loſs of a Friend, of all others, is the 
moſt inſupportable, and one of the greateſt 
Trials of human Frailty. Our Life is chec. 
guer'd with Adverſity and Proſperity, 


Nulla ſors longa eft, dolor ac voluptas in. 
vicem cedunt. 


I have ſuch a melancholy Scene before 
me upon this Loſs, that I am not in x 
Cne for Epiſtolizing, therefore hope you 
will excuſe the Brevity of this. I wiſh 
you the Continuance of your Health 


and am, 
Your fincere Friend, 


and bnmble Sex Ine 


London, 


which 
to he 
mark; 
am gl 
exhib: 
Part, 
ne 8 
ſact io 
ward 
neſs, 
has ne 
Not io 


The C 


0 N.. 


LETTERS 9n various Stibjects. 51 


— 


» WW 1»Y St 


London, March 25, 1712. 
$ I R, 


[ Am inform'd by a Letter the laſt Poſt, 
that molt of the young Men in your 
Town totally diſregard the Fair Sex, and 
devote themſelves entirely to the Bottle, 
foreflwhich I am not only ſorry, but ſurpriz d 
n aſſto hear, eſpecially from a Town fo re- 
youſmarkable for celebrated Beauties; but 1 
vilhflam glad you are exempted from this Charge 
th exhibited againſt your Town: For my 

Part, when I ſee a beautiful young Lady, 
he Sight of her diffuſes a ſecret Satis- 
faction, and ſtrikes my Mind with an in- 
ward Joy, and cauſes a ſudden Chearful- 
neſs, and a ſecret Delight. The Man that 
has no Veneration for the Fair Sex, nor no 
Notions of generous Love, 


ant, 


The Cordial Drop, Heav'n in our Cup bas thrown} | 
o make the nauſeous Draught of Life go down. 


E 2. ſuch 


don, 
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fuch a one I ſtrike out of the Liſt of my 
Acquaintance. 

I find you have a true Reliſh of inno- 
cent Pleafures, and an exquiſite Taſte of 
Happineſs, without which, Life, indeed, 
wonld but move heavily away, and our 
Journey here would be tedious and un- 
pleaſant. 


ſme amore j oci ſq; 
Ni eft jicundum, vivas in amore jociſq; 


Your Remarks upon Cleanthes pronounce 
you a ſociable Being; and I love a Friend 
that gives me his Sentiments upon any 
entertaining Occurrences, or that gently 
reproves the Indecencies and irregular 
Actions of Mankind ; but I wonld not 
have him, in any Reſpect, fully their 
Characters, or wound their Reputations 
with any unmerited Aſperſions, which 
are Faults I never could lay at your 
Door. 

You importune me very much to write 
to you often, which I ſhall not fail to 
do, having now no other Way of converſing 
with you but by Letters ; literal Corret- 
pondence being the beſt Preſervative c. 


Friendſhip, and the moſt agreeable Oni 
| to 
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to keep alive the Lamp of Affection be- 
twixt diſtant Friends; which, on my Part, 

o- || {hall be ſtrictly preſervd by, | 
f 

a Dear SIR, 

ur | 

n- Tour ſincere Friend, 


and very humble Servant. 


ing E 3 Dear 
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London, May 3, 1712. 


Dear Str, 


Wn Receipt of your laſt, prevented 
my impeaching you of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanours for your long Silence. 
Since you left this Town, I never, with— 
out Regret, reflect on the Diſtance you are 
from me, therefore hope a continual Inter. 
courſe of Letters, will, in ſome Meaſure, 
alleviate your Abſence. As to your plead- 
ing you can ſend me nothing worth my 
Entertainment, 'tis but a weak Apology for 
a Gentleman of your refin'd Taſte, and 
univerſal Acquaintance ; for I do aſſure 
you, that I expect more Satisfaction in 
a Letter penn'd by you, dated from a ſilent 
Grotto, a ſhady Arbour, or the Banks o 
a purling Stream. than one dated from 
Tom's Coffee-Houſe, or the Queen's Heal 
Tavern: A Proſpect of flowery Meadows 
ſmiling Vallies, and ſuch beautiful Scenes 
and agrecable Landikips, warm the Ima 

| gination 
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gination, and naturally inſpire us with 
noble and exalted: Sentiments ; but let 
not theſe Expectations of mine occaſion 
your Silence; for did your Letters only 
bring me an Account of your Health, that 
alone would ſufficiently prepare their En- 
tertainment. 

I find you want a whole Packet of 
News; but I have conversd ſo little in 
Publick of late, that I know not who and 
who's together. The Ladies Hoops are 
now made ſo large, and their Head- 
Dreſſes ſo ſmall, that the Ladies ſeem to 
be of a Pyramidical Form. Streets are. 
ſtill crowded ; and. in many Faces you 
may read, that Money they make their 
Summum bommm. Sir John Denham's Lines 
are ſtill verify d. 


Where with like Haſte tho ſeveral Mays they run; 
Some to undo, and ſome to be undone. 


I meet ſome Men in my Walks of 
very narrow Fortuncs, that make pompous 
Appearances; and others worth twenty 
thouſand Pounds, wear Cloaths that hear 
the Marks of Poverty. The Theatres 
are crowded when an indifferent Play is 
acted, and the Churches thin when emi- 
nent 
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nent and orthodox Divines preach in them. 
Peace and War are promiſcuouſly talk d 
of. Onuot Homines, tot Sententia. We 
drank your Health cordially laſt Night 
at the _ Head. I wiſh you all 
the Satisfaction a Country Life is capa- 
ble of affording, and am, with the ut- 
moſt Sincerity, 


Tour humble Servant. 
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London, May 3, 1712. 


2 » que F'T = 7" 


SIR, 


Mongſt the many baſe and inhuman 
Adions Mankind are guilty of I 
know none of a more odicus and deteſta- 
ble Nature, than Scandal and Ingratitude; 
they are Crimes of the darkeſt Dye, and 
blackeſt Complection; and the Men that 
are guilty of ſuch vicious Practices, are 
the very Bane and Peſt of human Society: 
Every honeſt Man ought to guard againſt 
ſuch Men, with as much Care as he 
would againſt the Foam of a mad Dog, 
or a Peſtilential Contagion; of which 
Crimes I charge you. guilty of ; therefore 
I have razd your Name out of the Cata- 
logue of my Friends, Vive, vale. 


Tours. 
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| London, May 6, 1712. 
SIX, 
HE many valuable Inſtances of 
your Affection, which your kind and 
obliging Letter afforded me, makes me 
hope our Friendſnip is beyond Ceremony 
and Formality, and that we ſhall declare 
our Sentiments freely, and without Re- 
ferve. There is ſuch an Air of Friendſhip 
and Sincerity in your Letter, that I now 
think myſelf enroll'd amongſt the Cata- 
logue of your Friends. You ſhall always 
find my Expreſſions flow from an honeſt 
Heart, and a ſincere Mind, tho' they 
are not embelliſh'd with fine Turns of 
Thought, nor enrich'd with refin'd Ex- 
preſſions; for Friendſhip does not con- 
ſiſt in Paintings of Oratory, Maſter- 
Strokes of Eloquence, and à pompous 
Appearance of Words; but, on the con- 
trary, in Sincerity of Mind, in removing 
Cares, animating Virtue, &c, 
I was 


Ex- 
on- 
ſter⸗ 
pous 
con- 
ving 


| Was 
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I was favour'd with a Letter from Hila- 
ius the 15th ultimo. I fancy his Miſtreſs 
has diſcarded him ; - for the principal 
Theme of his Letter is a Compoſition 
of Raillery againſt the Fair Sex, and 
ſays, 


— rm & mitabile ſemper 


Tamina — — 


I remember Mr. Dryden, in the Dedica- 
tion of his Tranſlation of Virgil, obſerves, 
that it is the ſharpeſt Satyr in the 
feweſt Words, that ever was composd on 
Woman-kind; for both the Ajectives are 
Neuter, and Animal muſt be underſtood to 
make them Grammar. 

I cannot but acknowledge myſelf oblig'd 
to you, for the earneſt Deſire you ex- 
preſs of ſeeing me at Oxford. The Sa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing you, is one of the 
greateſt Happineſſes I can propoſe to my 
ſelf, and cannot but heartily wiſh for that 
happy Day; till then 


The tedious Hours move heavily away, 
And each long Minute ſeems a lazy Day. 


Of 
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am ſincerely, 
Dear S I R, 


heartily yours, 


"| (2 V PEE 
2- * 


"EY 


0 


D: R 


SN 


Peterfhan 


1 
7 ſſur'd, that as ſoon as 
— * i from * 1 
fully tion to pay you a Viſi 


w1ll 
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Peterſbam near Richmond, 
May 24, 1712. 


Dear Sir, 


HEN you peruſe the Place this 

Letter is dated from, I hope you 
will no longer charge me with an Age of 
Silence, nor long Night of Forgettulneſs 
for nothing but the coercive Charms of 
rural Pleaſures, could have given Birth to 
this Silence, 

I am happy in this bliſsful Retirement; 
not only with a Circle of agreeable Friends, 
but hkewiſe enjoy all the Delights this 

 Fdmir'd Place is capable of affording, which 
s ſurrounded with more beautiful Landſkips, 
han any Place I know of in England, This 

— 1 Satisfaction I enjoy in the moſt 

clightful Seaſon of the Year. 


or thee ſcueet Month, the Groves green Liv'ries ear; 
f not the firſt, the faireſt of the Year. 
cr foam | 
Nothing can be more pleaſing and de- 
ightful, than to entertain ougſelves with the 
eautiſul and gay Scenes M Nature : The 
F delightful 


I 
. 
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delightful Shade of the Trees, the ſweet Cr 
Odour of the Flowers, the gentle purl- 

ing of the Streams, and the melodious Mo 
Harmony of the Birds, furniſh out all For 
thoſe Scenes that are moſt apt to inſpire M Ev 
Mankind with happy Thoughts, compoſe Ju. 
the Mind, ftrike the Imagination, and ); 
often give Birth to laudable Contempla- 
tions. The Country aftords an infinite u 
Variety of Images; which was one prin- Þ duct 
cipal Reaſon why the Poets generally are mil. 
enamour d with a rural Life. 


into 
| : ſu 
Seriptorum chorus omnis amat nemus ,& fugit ur bes, haſh 
t 
In ſuch venerable Shades as theſe, Ho- We 
races Muſe was inſpird with ſurprizing infor, 
Thoughts: Not the dazling Splendour of Cierg 
Rome 1n its Glory, would induce that great "Wd, 


Poet to leave his beloved, his happy Re. fultin 
tirement. Virgil made Choice of the ſame Child 
happy Life, whoſe exalted Thoughts, andf ef, 
harmonious Verſes are 1nimitable. The upon 
Strokes of Nature to me always appear any | 
more bold and beautiful, than the molt his Co 
exquiſite Embelliſhmerits of Art, and give Affair 
me a more exalted Scene of Pleaſure, than eam: 
the niceſt and moſt accurate Productions of n 10 


Art; for 7 Cowley ſays, give 


| 5 On and bi 


TS — WD. 


ES, 
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Can all your Tapeſtries and Pictures ſhow 

More Beauty, than in Herbs and Flow'rs do grow : 
Fountains and Trees ous weary d ride do pleaſe, 
Eon in the midſt of vilded Palaces. 

And in your Towns, that Froſpeic gives delight, 
W hich opens round the Country to our Sight. 


Whilſt I am admiring the regular Pro- 


ductions of Nature, every Thing ſeems to 


ſmile around me. I am going to enter 
into a long Deſcription of Country Plea- 
ſures; but I hope you will excuſe the 


| haſty Thoughts theſe beautiful Landſkips 


naturally gave Eirth to, 

I was not : little ſurpriz d, when you 
inform'd me that Indocilis is intended for a 
Clergyman. 414 is a peculiar „ isfortune 
that many Parents run into, in not con— 
ſulting the Genius and Diſpoſition of their 
Children; for ſuch is the indulgent Fond- 
neſs of ſome Parents, that they reſolve 
upon a Profeſſion for their Son, without 
any Regard to the Lads Inclinations, or 
his Capacity; whereas, in fo important an 
Aﬀair of Lite, both ought ſtrictly to be 
examin'd into; thole Parents particularly, 
whoſe Circumſtances will admit them to 
give their Children a liberal Education, 
and bring them up to Study Diviaity, Law, 

32 or 


to their natural Talents. Hudocilis may, 
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or Phyſick, ſhould let their Children pro. 
ſecute the Study which is moſt agreeable 


1 "k get to be a Country Curate, but 
e will make but a dull plodding one ; but 
would his Father ſend him up to this City, 
he might make an indefatigable Tradeſman, 
with a leſs Sum of Money than is laid out] 
in an Univerſity Education; and have his 
Son ſtand a much fairer Chance to be a 
Sheriff, or an Alderman of London, than]! 
he will, by an Academical Education, of Þ 
being a Dean or a Biſhop. Excuſe my treſ- 
eien. ſo much on your Patience, and 
elieve me to be, 


SIR, 
Tour fincere Friend, 


and faithful Servant. 


London 
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London, Fune 5, 1712. 


MADAM, 


\ R long Silence, I was afraid, was 

A the Harbinger of your Indiſpoſition; 

aa put the Receipt of yours 9 baniſſid 
A 


thole gloomy Thoughts. You ſhall never 
erſuade me, Madam, that converſing with 
you, would ever abate my Eſteem for you ; 
or there are a thouſand Graces, and pe- 
uliar Charms, which are to be diſcover'd 
na beautiful Ladies relating any Thing, 
hich would enhance my Eſteem, and give 
more eſſential Happineſs, which I loſe 

y your Abſence. 
I have often, with Concern, refle&ed 
n our great Diſtance z but that Unhappi- 
eſs I bear with more Faſe, ſince I have 
he Satisfaction of hearing from you. I 
ever enjoy myſelf more, than when I 
eal a few rr the Multiplicity 
3 0 


11d on 
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of Buſineſs I am engag'd in, to write to 
you, nor am I ever more pleasd, than 
when I receive a Letter from you : Such 


hippy Effects have your Letters, that 
they not only open to me an immediate 


Scene of Delight and Satisfaction; but 


when at any Time my Mind is diſcom- Þ 
sd by Hurry of Buſineſs, or I have 
en perplexd at any Diſappointments, 

a Recourſe to your Letters has reliev d 

me, and entirely baniſh'd any Diſquietudes Þ 

I labourd under; and if your Letters 

have ſuch powerful Charms, what tranſ-F 

porting Joy muſt your polite Converſation, Þ 


the Sweetneſs of your Temper, your live- 
ly Turns of Wit, and your agreeable Qua- 
hties afford me; ſure I am, the Affliction 
muſt be inſupportable, that your happy 
Temper, and admir d Goodneſs could not 
remove. 

J have not heard from Dorinda ſince 
March, and am afraid my laſt miſcarry'd; 
for which T can ſcarce forbear blaming 
Dame Fortune. Laſt Poſt I ſent a ſecond 
Letter, hoping it will meet with better 
Succeſs on the Road. 

On Thurſday laſt I faw your Brother: 
He is a Gentleman of an unblemiſh! 
Character, indefatigably induſtrious in 


his Buſineſs; by which Means he ha 
| eſtabliſh 


in 
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eſtabliſn d a very large Trade, and is 
in a fair Way of acquiring a plentiful 
Fortune. 


Ry wy 


Jam, 


with profoumd Veneration, 


MA DA M, 


es Tour moſt humble Servant, 


— ERS 


"in London, 


—_— * 
2 — — — — 
_ =_ — — M4 
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amu 
Exit 
Sub- 
Yea 
Succ 
ſo g 
London, June 19, 1712. on 


Dear Sir, | he | 


Receivd your kind Letter by you | (bl; 

worthy Friend Eudoxus. I was lorry trol 
his Stay in Town was ſo very ſhort; I I vi. 
wiſh it had been longer, for I ſhould have Buile 
been a very conſiderable Gainer by his WW Dead 
Converſation. The Day before he left Refle. 
England, he deſir d me to accompany him tainl. 
to Veſtminſter-Abbey, to view the Tombs ment 
and Monuments, which he heard that Col- and: 
legiate Church was remarkably famous Ius al 
for: I was glad of the Opportunity of at- every 
tending a Gentleman of ſo very polite a lf na 
Taſte. He was extremely delighted with Wlities 
the beautiful Inſcriptions, particularly Dr. N Death 
Busbys, which he read with Pleaſure; Win thi, 
Mr. Purcell's, he ſaid, was the greateſt Pa- Wchalle 
negyrick in the feweſt Words that he had but M 
ever met with; and Dr. Heylyn's Epitaph Imeane 
he admir'd very much; which is a Monu- Ones 
ment 1 can't recolle& that ever I took Hurn 


Notice of before, though I have often Four Pa 
amus'd 


LETTERS on various Subjects. 69 


amusd myſelf with theſe Regiſters of 
Exiſtence. Dr. Heylyn was Prebendary and 
sub-Dean of this Church about eighty 
Years ago; and I heartily wiſh that all his 
Succeſſors would copy after ſo great, and 
| ſo good a Man. After Fudoxus had taken 
a Survey of theſe magnificent Tombs and 
Monumental Inicriptions, he told me, that 
he look'd upon thefe ſolemn Scenes of 
| Mortality, to be moxe moving than the 
ſublimeſt Oratory, or the greateſt Maſter- 
Strokes of Eloquence: For my Part, when 
I view the Antiquity of this venerable 
© Building, and theſe ſilent Manſions. of the 
'S WW Dead, they always give Birth to ſerious 
it I Reflections: Theſe Monuments are cer- 
n Etainly very ſtrong and convincing Argu- 
bs ments, that we are but Paſſengers here; 
. Wand are very proper Incentives to remind 
us Fus all of that fixd State of Life, which 
t- every Moment we approach nearer to. 
a Wit natural Endowments, or acquir'd Abi- 
th Wlities could have preſervd Mankind from 
Jr. ¶ Death, the pious and learned Men interr'd 
e; in this venerable Dome, might juſtly have 
challeng d an Exemption from the Grave; 
ad but Men of the greateſt Genius's, and the 
meaneſt Capacities, are ſubje& to Death, 
Omnes una manet nox, &c. and after a ſhort 
urn in this World, when we have acted 
our Parts on this Stage of Life, we ſhall 


18 d make 
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make our Exit; but though our Bodies are 


laid in the Grave, and crumbled to their ral 
native Duſt, we ſhall not diop into a State liarl 
of Annihilation; for a well ſpent Lite 
gives us full Aſſurances of a Being with: re. 
out End, and that we {hall enjoy a Hap Fleg 
pineſs adequate to that Being; for our 


\ Souls, the nobler Part, ſhall be tranſlated e 
to an happy Exiſtence of heavenly Man. with 
ſions, and immortal Joys, therefore - : 

a 101 
Bios triton 20098 E717 0108 ES, meloc 
venly 


I found theſe gloomy Manſions had oc - ties tc 
caſion'd a Thonghtfulneſs in Eudoxns; in the fo 
order to remove which, the Evening being brated 
very pleaſant, we took a Boat, and went 
to the Spring Garden, which at this Time 
of the Year is very pleaſant; the tuneful 


Id ey 


Harmony of the Nightingales, the warbling vd e. 
Notes of other Birds, and the Coolneſs cif, 
the Walks, conſpir'd to make us happy "On 
Before Eudoxus ſaw this delightful Garden e 
he pronounced St. Fames's Park his favou bou re/ 
rite Place; but after he had taken a Turn /i; 
round the Walks, he gave this the Prele hou bu 
rence. It's true, when I am in St. Fames * 
Park, I have the Proſpect of the Court 3 
I ſee a large Canal, Rows of Trees reguff “ tur 
larly planted ; but it has not thoſe natu Be 


14 t me þb 


— — 


A 
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ral Charms the Spring Garden is ſo pecu- 
larly diitinguiſh d for; the beautiful 
Wildneſs of Nature opens to me a more 
greeable Scene, than the moſt ſtudy'd 
Elegancies of Art. After we had ſpent 
about an Hour in theſe pleaſing Walks, 
we went into a delightful Arbour {ſhaded 
with Trees, and refreſh'd our ſelves; we 
had not been long there, but from an 
adjoining Arbonr we heard a Female ſing 
melodioufly ; the Muſick of her hea- 
venly Voice ſummon'd all our Facul- 
ties together, and Eudoxus broke out into 


u the following rapturous Lines of our cele- 


ng 


ent 
Me 
ful 
ing 
3 0 
"Py 
den 


brated Poet. 


et all be buſh'd, each ſoſteſt Motion ceaſe, 
Ind ev'ty loud tumultuous Thought at Peace ; 
Ind ev'ry ruder Gaſp of Breath 

he calm, as in the Arms of Death; 

ind thou, moſt fickle, moſt uneaſy Part, 

[ bou reftleſs Wanderer, my Heai t, 

be til; gently, ah! gently leave, 


le bon buſy, idle Thing, to beave. 


*. tir not a Pulſe, and let my Blood, 
"ea at turbulent, wruly Flood, 
natu Be ſofily Haid: 


ratet me be all, but my Attention, dead. 


Our 
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Our Curioſities led us to be very defi 
rous of ſeeing the Perſon that had given 
us this agreeable Entertainment; ſo that 
we plac'd ourſelves upon a Bench near the 
Arbour for that Purpoſe; we had not been 
long ſeated, but two Ladies came out, and 
plac'd themſelves by us; by their Diſcourſe, 
we eaſily diſcoverd they were Creatures 
of the Town, Eudoxus lectur'd theſe ſport. 
ing Venus s ſeverely, and reprimandel 
them for their vicious Courſe of Life; 
but they were ſo harden'd in their impi 
ous Practices, that they only laugh'd at 
his Admonitions ; for his Lectures made no 
Impreſſion on them. 


— Qui, pn reprendere curſus 


Et rapide ſtimulos frangere nequitig. 


Theſe Traders in Sin are ſo habituated t 
many of the reigning Vices of the Agt 
that they are ſeldom reclaim'd from them 


Cum ſcelus admittunt, ſupereſt conſtantia. 


A Man that is a Stranger to the To 
would be eaſily impos'd on by theſe wa 
ton Females; for ſome of them appe: 
ſo gayly habited, that he would be apt 


think the Fruit look'd tempting and ve 
| luſcious 


lem, 


C1015 
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luſcious; but if he once taſted it, it's very 


great Odds, but he would find it prov'd 


rotten at the Core. Since 1t was your own 
Requeſt that occaſion'd theſe Occurrences to 
be communicated to yon, makes me the 
more favourably to hope, you will apolo- 
gize theſe haſty Thoughts, from, 


S R, 
Tours affectionately. 


May m 
1 10 1 > 
/ 


G London, 
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London, July 10, 1512, IM *tes 
SI R, | IS ta 


O hear a Gentleman, remarkable for N Socic 

Temperance and Sobriety, call Ebriety ¶ they 
a charming Virtue, and Miſtreſs of all Colo 
Pleaſures, is a Paradox. An Encomium that 
on Wine is the Subject of your laſt; and I M.N;k;/ 
muſt tell you, my Sentiments very much 
interfere with yours. That Wine enlivens 
Converſation, refines the Underſtanding, 
makes the modeſt bold, the feartul brave; 
all theſe happy Effects (when moderately 
taken) I allow of; but when you call 
Drunkenneſs a charming Virtue, &c. I en- 
tirely diſſent from you. 

Man was made a little lower than the 
Angels, and Wine was given him to chear 
his Heart; and not to drink to ſuch an Ex- 
ceſs as to unman himſelf, and fink below 
the brutal Part of the Creation. Health 
is the principal Favourite of the Body, 
and one of the greateſt Bleſſings Heaven 
beſtows on us in this State of Mortality 
but by intemperate Drinking we impair 

our 
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our Memories, ruin our Healths, and fre- 
quently ſhorten our Lives. Many Excuſes 
are made by thoſe Perſons that accuſtom 
themſelves to this Vice, improbitas pretextu 
nmquam caret, as the Love of Fellowſhip, 
that it expells cloudy Cares, and allevi- 
ates Sorrow; all this I ſubmit to, when it 
is taken with Temperance; but an irregu- 
lar Uſe of the Grape breaks the Pillars of 
Society, makes Men ſuch Monſters, that 
they expoſe themſelves in the moſt odious 
Colours, to the Scorn and Deriſion of all 
that ſee them. Well might Seneca ſay, 
Nihil eft ebrietas quam voluntaria inſania. 
I ſhall conclude this Letter with Mr. Phil- 
lips's beautiful Lines, in his Poem on Cyder, 
ſpeaking of the ill Effects of immoderate 
Drinking. 


Te beavenly Powers that guard 

e Britiſh Iſles, ſuch dire Events remove 

the From fair Albion; nor let civil Broils 
\ear Nerment from ſocial Cups, may we, remote 
Ex- From the buarſe brazen Sound of War, enjoy 
low ur bumid Products, and with ſeemly Draughts 


— Mindle Mirth, and hoſpitable Love. 


Aavel a : 
lit; I am particularly enamourd, when 1 


npair ead his Poem on Cyder, Blenbeim, or his 
out G 2 Splendid 
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Splendid Shilling, he paints every Thing 
in ſuch lively Colours; and when I ſee his 
Monument, (plac'd next to Chaucer in 
Weſtminſter Abbey, erected by our preſent 
Lord: Keeper) read the Inſcription, recolle& 
his towering Thoughts, his maſterly Strokes 
of Wit, and beautiful Metaphors, I am 
concern'd that he dy'd ſo young ; had Hea- 
ven prolong'd his Days, what new and 
exalted Thoughts would he have bleſs'd us 
with. 

This is a Digreſſion; but the great Re 
ſpect I pay to this illuſtrious Poet's Memo- 
ry, I hope will plead an Excuſe for 


Tour entirely affectionate 
bumble Servant, 


London, 
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London, Augnft 10, 1712. 


Dear Sir, 


| Seldom receive a Letter from a Friend, 
but it occaſions me to reflect upon the 
ſtrange Effects it has on me; if I find my 
Friend 1s well, and his Letter has the Coun- 
tenance of Friendſhip and Pleaſantry, and 
perceive that his Days ſtill glide on in an 
uninterrupted State of Happineſs, I am 
unaccountably tranſported with Joy; but 
if on the contrary I find he is indiſpog'd, 
or that any Scenes of adverſe Fortune 
. miffle or diſcompoſe him, my Mind is im- 
mediately oppreſsd with Sorrow. Yours 
of the 5th gave Birth to the former agreea- 
ble Scene. | 
I always propoſe to myſelf a great deal 
of Satisfaction in opening a Letter from 
you, tho' it only brings me the glad Ti- 
dings of your Health, and convinces me 
that you have not forgot me. 

Letters of a ſincere Friend are the live- 
eſt Pictures of him that can poſſibly be 
lrawn; for I fee his Temper, natural Diſ- 
oſition, and Frame of Mind, by his very 

G 3 Expreſli- 


don, 
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Expreſſions; for Epiſtola eft index animi; I Þ wo 
am ſo ſenſibly touch'd with the Peruſal of ſhi] 
my Friends Letters, that whilſt I read Ret 
them, methinks I perſonally converſe with ¶ cep 
them. Seneca was ſo ſenſible, tho' a Stoick, Na T 
of that Kind of Joy, that when he open'd I 
a Letter from Lucilla, he fancy'd he enjcyd rity 
the ſame Pleaſure and Satisfaction, he did 
when in her Company. 

A Friend, a real Friend, and one truly 
ſuch, is a Sovereign Bleſſing, and an inva- 
Juable Treaſure; when a Man is oppreſs'd 
with any unexpected Viciſſitudes of For: 
tune, or overwhelm'd with Sorrow, if he 
Has an honeſt Friend that he can unboſom 
his Thoughts to, what a Calmneſs and 
Tranquillity of Mind does it afford; his 
Friend gives him ſuch cordial Advice, that 
his gloomy Thoughts are entirely baniſh'd, 
Seneca, in his Morals, treating of a happy ' 
Life, couches Friendſhip under that To- 
pick, as if Happineſs could not conſiſt 
without Friendſhip, (as undoubtedly it 
cannot): He tells us, of all Felicities, the 
moſt charming is that of a ſincere and in- 
violable Friendſhip, it removes all our 
Cares, baniſhes Sorrow, and adviſes us 
in all the Affairs of human Life; nay, if 
there was no other Comfort attending it 
then the bare Exerciſe of fo generous a 
Virtue, for. that one Reaſon alone, a — 
: WOULL 


am wy CF 


— — — 
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would ſtrictly obſerve the Rules of Friend- 
ſhip. The Snuff I will ſend you by the next 
Return of the Coach, and deſire your As- 
ceptance of ſo minute and inconſiderable 
a Trifle. 

I am, with unſeigned Reſpe& and Since- 


rity, 
_ Dear SIR, 


Tour affectionate humble Servant. 


Londen; 
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London, Auguſt 30, 1712. 


SI 


OUR gentle Reproofs of my Silence, 


we me a gpreater Specimen ot for K 
| 


your ſincere Friendſhip, than can be penn'd 


in the moſt elaborate Expretlions; but ſure, 


when I tell you, that an Excurſion into F th: 
the Country prevented me writing ſooner, 44 
J hope you will excuſe this unuſual Silence. . * 
I am but this Moment return'd, and I 8 
have ſuch a pleaſing Idea of a low Scene N 


of Lite, that I cannot but communicate it 
to you. In the cool of the Evening, I 
took 2 Walk about a Mile from the Gentle- 
man's Houſe where I refided, and came to 
s ſmall Cottage delightfully ſhaded with 
Trees, which had the Proſpect of a murmur- 
ing Stream, that gently glided along; 
being wonderfully delighted with the gay 
Proſpects of flowery Meadows, and being 
captivated with the Beauty and Retire- 
ment of the Place, I ſate down under a 
ſhady Covert unobſerv'd, and immediately 
faw the Countryman fitting on a Bench 

Deal 
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near his Door: He had not been many 
Minutes there, but his Wife, in a clean and 
neat Dreſs, {ate by him; he receivd her 
with a kind Smile, encircled his Arms 
about her, and ſaluted her with Joy and 
Tranſport : A well countenanc'd Boy, and 
a charming featur'd Girl, came out of the 
Houſe, and went to their Parents; the 
pretty Babes coo'd in their Faces, climbd 
for Kiſſes, and fondled about them; whilſt 
they, with ſecret Joy, and unknown Plea- 
ſure, beheld their Children. The Love 
of this happy Pair was cordial and ſincere; 
they were Strangers to the vile Practices 
of artificial Smiles, and fawning Flattery. 
I return'd Home undiſeover'd; and in my 
Return I was led into the following agree- 
able Reflections, What ſolid Joy and ſub- 
ſtantial Satisfaction does their rural Cell 
afford them? How much happier are their 
Enjoyments, than our richeſt Citizens with 
all their Grandeur and admir'd Wealth? 
No Prince, with all his dazling Splendors 
of Pomp and Greatneſs, taſtes ſo much 
real Pleaſure as that Man in this hap- 
Wy bliſsful State. Whilſt I beheld them 
"2 n this uninterrupted State, I contemn'd 
" {he gaudy Pageantry of the World. 


Thus flow their peaceful Hours unknown to Strife, 
[zl Age unwinds the lateſt Threads of Life. 
From 
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From which we may reaſonably conclude, 
that a contented Mind is the moſt Sove. 
reign Happineſs, and greateſt Bleiſing a 
Man can enjoy in this World, I would 
dwell longer on this pleaſing Subject, but 
I am fatigu'd by being jolted full ten Hours 
in a Stage- Coach; and what contributed 
more to my Uneaſineſs, I was all that Time 
| wedg'd in the Coach betwixt a Couple of 
corpulent Country Juſtices. A Journal 
of your pleaſing Occurrences in your Tour 
to Jork, would oblige, you t! 


ormiſ 

SIX, aſions 

N You 
Jour moſt humble Servant, Fain a 

| hat (1 

hould 
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an 
d AK 8 


London, Sept. 7, 1712. 
. 


H O' we have the Misfortune to claſh 
and interfere in our Sentiments in 
ome Points of Religion, yet to convince 
you that I would not appear a Non- Con- 
ormiſt to you in Points ot Friendthip, oc- 
aſions this to viſit you. 
You ſo earneſtly importune me to main- 
. Wain a Correſpondence with you by Letters, 
hat thould I negle& anſwering yours, I 
hould think myſelf guilty of the moſt une 
arallell'd Ingratitude. 
I find you blame Tom Airy for appearing 
a better Dreſs than is conſiſtent with his 
ortune : You muſt excuſe me when I tell 
on, that I am more intimately acquainted 
th him than you are, and am very well 
urd, that he is a Gentleman of ſtrict 
bbriety, and that he never is in Arrears 
the annual Income his Father allows 
m. I will admit that he loves to appear 
ell dreſs'd, and that he often appears in 
better Habit than many of his Cotem- 
don, fraries of ſuperior Fortunes; but I am 


very 
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very ſenſible, many of thoſe Gentlemen 
which have not the Proſpect of ſo plentiful 
a Fortune as he enjoys, run into tuch ex. 
travagant Debaucheries of Lite, that they 
ſpend twice the Money he does; they are 
not ſuch provident Managers as Tom is; 
for I have known ſome of them guilty of 
ſuch vile extravagances, that they have 
expended more Money in one Night, than 
he does in ten. A Man in this Town that 
goes a Stranger into a Coftee-Houſe, or any 
other publick Place, has Reſpect paid him 
fuitable to the Dreſs he appears in. How 
often have I ſeen a Stranger, which enters 
into a Company, that is endow'd with to- 
lerable Senſe, and dreſs'd like a Gentle. 
man, better eſteem'd and look'd upon by 
Perſons of a higher Rank and Station cf 
Life, than one that is in the ſame Compa- 
ny, though of much better Parts, that was 
but meanly habited; for a pitiful Drels 
has ſo much the Marks of Poverty, that 
tho'a Man talk like Demoſthenes, the Mean- 
neſs of his Habit prejudices many People 
againſt him; Fuvenal's Words we find very 


often verify d. 


Nil habet infelix panpertas durius in ſe 
Quam quod ridiculos homines facit 


Anf 7 


An 
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An ingenious Author very well obſerves, 
that had the great Tully himſelf pronounc'd 
one of his Orations in a Blanket, more 
Perions would have laugh'd at his Dreſs, 
than have admird his Elcquence. Mr. 
C/bourn, in his Advice to his Son, tells 
him to wear his Cloaths neat, exceeding 
rather, than coming ſhort of others of like 
Fortune, for that they would give him a 
better Reception wherever he came ; there- 
fore adviſes him to ſpare all other Ways, 
rather than prove detective in this, I can, 
for my own Part, experimentally affirm, 
that I find a Sword and a laced Hat al- 
ways recommends me to a good Bed upon 
the Road; and that I have met with more 
c1v1i Treatment. and better Uſage, than if I 
had travell'd without them, though I can- 
not remember that ever they enhanc'd my 
neckoning. Laſt Week I am inform'd, 
that a young Gentleman, which I have 
2ccidentally been in Company with ſeve— 
ral Times, has marry'd a young Lady with 
Four Thouſand Pounds: He always ap- 
peard very handſome and pgentcel, and I 
always paid him my Keſpects ſuitable to 
his Appearance, tho' I was a Stranger to 
his Fortune. I am ſince inform'd, that he 
had nothing but an annual Salary of 601. 
per Annum from his Maſter, having no 
Dependance from any Friend or Relation. 


'Th's 
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This good Fortune of his I attribute, in a 
great Meaſure. to his always appearing in a 
good Suit of Cloaths, Ec. had he appear d 
in a mean pitiful Dreſs, I am of Opinion 
he had never marry'd ſo happily. I have 
a particular Affair or two to communicate 
to you, but the Limits of this Paper will 
ſcarce allow me to ſubſcribe myſelf, what 
I really am, 


Tour very humble Servant. 


L ondon, 


* 


don, 
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London, Sept, 30, 1712. 


Dear Sir, 


Nov fit down to a Taſk, which I think 

the moſt difficult that I ever undertook 
in the whole Courſe of my Lite, I mean, 
to return Thanks ſuitable to the many 
ſignal Favours I receivd from you at Ox- 
ford. 1 return you my ſincere Thanks 
with all imaginable Gratitude, and do al- 
ſure you, that I look upon thoſe four Days 
I ſpent with you at Oxford, the moſt &- 
preeable Scene of my whole Lite. I ar- 
nv din Town laſt Night in a perte& State 
of Health, and have a very pleaſing Idea 
of that favourite and beloved Place Ox- 
ford, famous for its ancient and well en- 
dow'd Foundations, noble and magnificent 
Structures, and celebrated for the Educa- 
tion of fo many Gentlemen eminent for 
Learning: You are happy. in having the 
Advantage of converſing with Gentlemen 


of Literature, and polite Genius's; and 


2 your 
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your Gardens about the Colleges at Oxford, c 
not only give an elegant Pleaſure to the IN © 

Mind, but fill it with Calmneſs and Tran- I 
quillity. I no ſooner diſmounted, but 1 
went to Fhilaretes's Lodgings, and, purſu- 
ant to your Requeſt, preſented your hum- 
ble Service to him; he was extremely 
glad to hear of your Welfare. I found him 
at Home reading Ovid de aite amandi; he 
told me it was once his Favourite Author, 
but now he thought ſome of his Lines 
were too laſcivious. I was ſurpriz d to 
hear a Gentleman of twenty one exclaim 
againſt Ovid: I told him, that tho' ſome 
few of his Expreſſions might be retrench d, 
yet the Delicacy and Softneſs of Ovid's 
Sentiments are very affecting, and no 
Man ever treated the Paſſion of Love with 
ſo much Delicacy of Thought; and as Mr. 
Dryden elegantly expreſſes it, no one has 
ſfearchd into the Nature of Love more 
Philoſophically than he. This Morning 
I deliverd your Letter to your Brother; 
I found him poring in Coke upon Little 
ton; he is a very pretty young Gentleman, 
has a very handſome Study, and his Cham. 
bers are as pleaſant as any in the Temple. 
I ſhall think myſelf very happy in his 
Acquaintance. 


My 
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7 My humble Service to all my Friends 
Jof Brazen-Noſe College, with my hearty 
" Thanks for all Favours, not forgetting Eu- 


7 phrates of St. Johns, and Sempronius of Chriſt- 
Church College. 


J am, 
ly 
he Tour moſt oblig d, 


humble Servant, 
nes 


H 3 London, 


90 LETTERS on various Sub jecks. 


FAS PLE WEST 

ps SET. 

vs e N 74 N 
; Yi - J% e 


0 FG ap 2 


© EEE 


London, Sept 30, 1712. 
. 
OUR Silence of your late Indiſpo- 
ſition, anticipated the Uneaſineſs [ 
ſhould have labour'd under had I known 
it ſooner. I wonderd that you ſufterd 
my Iaft to ſleep fo long in Silence, and 
lye bury'd in the gloomy Shades of For- 
zetfulneſs. As nothing is more pleaſing to 
me than a Letter from you, ſo conſequent- 
Iy, the Want of that Satisfaction gives me 
Pain for your Welfare. This unuſual Si. 
lence I had Reaſon to fear proceeded from 
your Indiſpoſition, but I heartily congra- 
tulate your Recovery. 
Your old Friend Eunomins has at laſt 
ty'd the Gordian Knot ; I was preſent at 
the ſolemnizing of his Marriage, and that 


Evening our Mirth was ſuitable to that 
| | joy fu 


* 
* 
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joyful Occaſion. Philaretes was invited to 
the Wedding; he is a good temperd Man, 
but is Maſter of few Qualifications that 
render a Man agreeable to the Ladies, 


At nine all the Company went to dancing, 


except Philaretes and an old Counſellor in 
the Temple, who late by the Fire as Specta- 
tors. The Counſellor's Age was a ſuflici- 
ent Apology for him; but I look d upon 
Philaretes as if he had been of a quite dif- 
terent Species from the reſt of the Com- 
pany. I am ſurprizd to find fo many 
Pecple want ſo neceſſary an Accompliſh= 
ment as Dancing, which 1s attaind in ſo 
ſhort a Time, and at fo eaſy an Expence; 
for 1t certainly gives a very becoming 
Confidence, a graceful Motion, and a gen- 
teel Behaviour; not that I would have 
any one to value himſelf in being an ex- 
quiſite Dancer; for to be over nice in the 
Punctilio's of Dancing, is a Vanity ſo 
great, that I ſhould be aſham'd to let any 
Body ſee that I had ſpent ſo much Time 
as to be ſtyl'd a compleat Dancer; but 
yet to be totally ignorant of it, and the 
Deportment that is gaind by it, denotes 
a Man to be Stoical; and that he wants 
that Politeneſs, which renders a Man a- 
greeable in the Ladies Company. I have 
known a young Gentleman of extraordi- 
nary 
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nary natural Endowments, and great 
Learning, that has wanted this Qualifica- 
tion, that has enterd a Room when there 
was an Aſſembly of Ladies, and made 
ſuch awkard Bows, and ungriceful Geſtures, 
that he became ridiculous to all the Com- 
pany. As we return'd Home, Philaretes 
declar'd, that he fate in Pain all the Night, 
and a{k'd me, whether the Ladies did not 
pronounce him a very unpohih'd Fellow; 
and that he was reſolvd no longer to be 
a Stranger to ſo neceſſary an Accompliſh- 
ment. 

You acted the Part of a Heroe, in re- 
ſifting ſuch an Object, eſpecially when 
the Charms of Muſick, and a delightful 
Proſpect, fill'd the Mind with extatick 
Raptures and pleaſing Ideas; ſuch Allure- 


ments are too prone to ſoften the Mind, 


and lay a Man open to an innumerable 
Train of Temptations. The Poet's Words 
are too often verify d. 


Enervant animos cythara cantuſq; lyreq, 


Emilius has been ſo long Debtor to 
a Letter of mine, that I was in Hopes 
he would have adjuſted Accompts betore 

this; was I not aſſur'd he could pay in 


good 


£00 
hea 
inſc 


to 
pes 
ore 
in 


od 
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good Sterling, I ſhould not dun him fo 


heartily : It 1s ſufficient to compound with 
inſolvent Perſons. 


Jam ſincerely, 


SIX, 


Tour very humble Servant, 


London, 
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the! 
if the 
Maſti 
migh 
becon 


London, Oct. 6, 1712. W their 
SIR, eſtab] 


Find that Hilarius has advis d you of the — 
melancholy Circumſtances of Smſtru N iide o 
I have more than once ſate down and la. N theſe 
mented the Misfortunes of many young Fj... 
Tradeſmen in this City, when any adverſe, H 
Scenes of Life have befallen them. The ; 
Source of ſome of thefe Calamities, I have 
frequently obſerv'd, ariſes from their firltWj;o - 
entering upon the Stage of Buſineſs. No part , 
thing is more common, than for a Gentle. Fo 
man, that intends to make his Son a these ; 
Tradeſman, and can give him a good For. * 
tune, to reſolve to put him to an eminent 
"Tradeſman in this Town, and to give two 
or three hundred Guineas with him Ap 
prentice; which large Sums of Money are 
often taken with a Youth, not with an In. 
tention to qualify him the better for Puſi 
neſs, but the Money will ſufficiently pay 
a Maſter for his Board, during his Appren- 
ticeſhip; and the more careleſs and negli efin d 
gent he is, the Iſs capable will he be cd * 


it he N . World 
Prejudicing the Trade, it he cver 1 0 Com 


many 
gancie 


pir'd, 

themſ- 
being | 
es, th 
move 
look u 
Buſine. 
neane. 
labour 
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the World. Many of theſe Apprentices, 
if they meet with an eaſy and an indulgent 
Maſter, they commence Gentlemen, I 
might have rather ſaid Rakes, before they 
become acquainted with any Branches of 
their Trade, viſit the Play-Houſes, Balls, 
eſtabliſn an Acquaintance with young Fel- 
lows that are guilty of all the reignin 
Vices of the Age, keep their Horſes, an 
nde out once or twice a Week; and all 
theſe Irregularities ſometimes owing to the 
Dependance of a large Fortune, and often 
to the Connivance of a Maſter: And how 
he many Times have I known theſe Extrava- 
gancies of theirs, put them upon being 
rſt diſhoneſt to their Maſters, and ſo become 
Ne partners with them, before the Expiration 
of their Apprenticeſhips. But let us trace 
I cheſe young Men when their Time is ex- 
pir d, and they enter upon Buſineſs for 
themſelves: They have been ſo far from 
being confin'd to Buſineſs when Apprenti- 
AP es, that now they commence Maſters, and 
I Snove in a higher Sphere of Life, they 
| - look upon it Mechanick to be chiind to 
Lu afineſs, and are apt to ſay, let Men of 
neaner Fortunes, dull grovelling Wretches, 
1015 ibour at the Oar, they have a Taſte too 
cSYefind for the ſervile Drudgeries of the 
be dvordd; ſo that they abandon themſelves 
* o Company, and conſequently their At- 


_ fairs 


pay 
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fairs at Home are neglected; whilſt thoſe I 
Men of imaller Fortunes, which they look ¶ upo. 
upon with ſo much Contempt and Diſdain, ] be i 
are indefatigably Induſtrious, and acquire ¶ thy 
plentiful Fortunes, and many of them nero 
fine for Sheriffs, and others ride in State their 
through a City Gate, and hear one of theſe N ;n4 

miſerable Objects craving for Charity thro'Þ tices 
Iron Bars. Another very great Mistortune ¶ have 
attends ſeveral of theſe young Men when fl yroy” 
they begin the World; as they principally they 
devoted themſelves to Pleaſure during theit I proſpe 
Apprenticeſhips, therefore they have been} ſpez 
ſo little converſant in Buſineſs, that they 
are not {kill d in thoſe Articles they dealff 
in; fo that they lay in a Stock of Goods 
without a true well-grounded Judgment; 
and when Goods are not well bought, that 
Tradeſman cannot fell as cheap as hi 
Neighbours, for another of a leſs Fortune 
and ſuperior Skill and Judgment, is more 
capable of accommodating a Cuſtomer wit 
a better Penniworth. By this Neglect e 
the Maſters, and their own imprudent M. 

managements, how many Inſtances hav; 
we ſeen of young Men ſetting ont wit 
plentiful Fortunes, inſtead of becomin 

worthy and uſeful Citizens, reduc'd t 
very low and deplorable Circumſtances « 


Lite, 


I wou! 
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I would not be here thought to reflect 
upon all Tradeſmen in this great City; (far 
be it from me) for I know of many wor- 
thy Citizens, that ſcorn a baſe and unge- 
1 nerous Action; that not only think it 
e their Duty, but take a peculiar Delight 
e ind Satisfaction in keeping their Appren- 
0 Þ tices in a regular Decorum; and after they 
ge have diſcharg'd a faithful Service, and ap- 
n prov'd themſelves honeſt and induſtrious, 
ly they take a great Pleaſure in ſeeing them 
eit proſper, and improve their Fortunes; bur 
en ſpeak of thoſe that take conſiderable 
ey ums with their Apprentices, and connive 
ealſſfat their Irregularities. I am obligd to 
ocFonclude abruptly, having ſcarce Room to 
" ubſcribe myſelf. 
at 
hi Tour aſſur d Friend, 
une 
NOT. and humble Servant. 
wit 
* 0 
M. 
hav! 
WI. 
min 
d t 
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A Character of the late 
Reverend RICHARD WROE, 
D. D. Warden of the Collegiate 
Church in Mancheſter. 


STR, 


PP. to your Requeſt, 1 have ſent 
you a brief Character of Dr. Wroe. 
He was born at Radcliffe near Mancheſter, 
* Augnſt 21, 1641; admitted in Jeſus: College 
in Cambi idge June 1658; A B. 1661; ad- 
* mitted Fellow of that College Fuly 21, 
* 1662, A.M. 1665; B. D June 11, 1672; 
D. D. 1686; Prebendary of Cheſter, Marc) 
* 15, 1678; Fellow of Mancheſter, Mard 
* 9. 1674; Warden of Mancheſter, May 1 
* 1684; and dy'd at Mancheſter, Fanuary 1 
* 1717. He was a Gentleman that gave 
ſuch early and continu'd Proofs of his grea 
and extenſive Genius in the Univerſity 
that King Charles II. made him Warden « 
Chri/t-College in Mancheſter : His happy T. 
lent of Preaching, his gracetul Elocutio 
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his Ciceronian Language, and inimitable 
Addreſs in the Pulpit, gave him the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of Silver Tongud Vice: 
He was an exemplary Pattern of Morality, 
Temperance, and Piety; an eminent Di- 
vine, an orthodox Preacher, a learned Phi- 


loſopher, and an admirable Orator: He 


was univerſally belov'd when living, and 
his Death as much lamented by all that 
knew him, having left a very grateful Re- 
membrance behind him. An ingenious 
and a good Man may fill his Place, but a 
greater or a better Man cannct ſicceed 
hun, | 
I am, 


Tow aſſur d Friend, 
and very humble Ser vant. 
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To the SeECTATOR. Ne 268. 


Mr. SpECTAT OR, 


＋ you are Spectator- General, I apply 
myſelf to you in the following Caſe, 
viz. I do not wear a Sword, but 1 often 
divert myſelf at the Theatre, where I 
frequently ſee a Sett of Fellows, pull 
plain People, by Way of Humour or Fro: 
lick, by the Noſe, upon frivolous, or no 
Cccaſions. A Friend of mine the other 
Night applauding what 2 graceful Exit 
Mr. Wilks made, one of thoſe Noſe- wringers 
over-hearing him, pinch'd him by the 
Noſe. I wes in the Pit the other Night, 
(when it was very much crowded) a Gen- 
tleman leaning upon me very heavily, I 
very civily requeſted him to remove his 
Hand; for which he pulld me by the 
Noſe. I would not reſent it in ſo publick 
a Place, becauſe I was unwilling to create 
a Diſturbance; but have ſince reflected 
upon it, as a Thing that is unmanly and 
diſingenuous, 


diſt 


ous, 
Noſ 
Grid 
ende 


10Us, 
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diſingenuous, renders the Noſe-puller odi- 
ous, and makes the Perſon pulld by the 
Noſe look little and contemptible. This 
Grievance I humbly requeſt you would 


endeavour to redreſs, 
Ian your Admirer, &c, 


James Eaſy. 
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To Mr. CENSOßk. 


Worthy SIR, 


ATF, and my Birth, plac'd me in a 
middle Station of Lite; the Thritt 
and good Fortune of a Huſband have 
rais d me above that Quality; his Wealth 
aud Kindneſs both contribute to make 
me happy ; but his own Want of Letters, 
and his Neglect of them in the Educa- 
tion of his Children, have drawn ſome 
ſecret Tears from my Eyes. Your Pa- 
pers are always produc'd to us with the 
Tea-Table in a Morning, pray take this 
gubject into your Conſideration: Let him 
know from ycu, that there are other Im- 
provements which he owes to his Sons, 
beſides teaching them to behave wel! 
in Company, or training them up to the 
Knowledge of genteel Expences, 2 
uc 
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ſuch a Leſſon, you will have the Prayers 
of many indulgent Mothers, and parti- 
cularly of 


Tour Admirer, 


Miranda Love- wit. 
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The CkNsoR S Anſwer. 


J Doubt not but this Lady has often ex. Ae! 
SP 


poſtulated the Caſe with her indolent 

ouſe, and made the Education of her 
Children the Subject of thoſe Lectures, *t<4 
which more unprofitable Wives make on 
the Want of a Silk Mantua for their eldeſt I that 
Daughter, or a Sword and a long Wig for 
the Heir of the Family. I could with my 
Country were ſupply d with a Number of Je b! 
ſuch wiſe She- Monitors, and ſhould then 
hope to ſte Poſterity in the Land truly de- ¶Capac 
ſerving to inherit. 

Acquiſitions of Knowledge, are much 
more eſtimable than thoſe of Fortune: 
Riches, indeed, are generally the Keys 
which open the Door of temporal Advan- 
tages, and ſet wide the Avenues to Reſpect 
and Preferment ; but with how much more 
Veneration are they gazd at, than thoſe 
empty Figures, who owe their Riſe to the 
Spacionſpeſs of their Acres; and have no 


other Merit to recommend them to the 
World, 
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World, than the Treaſures which their 
Anceſtors have amaſs'd to make them 
conſiderable. I always view theſe gay 
Things, as Rattles in the Hand of For- 
tune, which ſhe throws by with Contempt, 
whenever ihe grows fond of a better Play- 
Thing Without the Addition of Litera- 
ture, and intellectual Improvements, we 
are hke the Fellows which Horace ſpeaks 
of, who ſeem born only to conſume the Fruits 
of the Earth. Can we think we are ſitu- 
ated in a plentiful Univerſe, endow'd with 
Underſtanding, and rational Faculties, and 
chat the Creator meant thoſe Powers of 
the Soul, only to refine on Senſe, and 
abett the ſordid Views of Appetite? Are 
oF (ve bleſsd with Eaſe of Circumſtances, to 
provide alone for our Pleaſures, and are 
Capacities given us along with this Afflu- 
ence, only to furniſh us more compleatly 
<< er Folly ? I have look'd with Pleaſure on 

the noble and beneficial Diſcoveries that 


& have been made by Perſons, who have 
= added the Reputation of Letters to the 


ect Toſtre of an ample Fortune; and have 
mourn'd the Advantages which have been 
oſt to my Country, by Eſtates lying dead 
n the Poſſeſſion of Blockheads. 

The little Artifices of Flattery, and 
hat Adoration which Self-Intereſt has 
5110 nade us pay to the laced Coat, and gilt 

: Chariot, 
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Chariot, work us up to an Emulation, ra- 
ther of growing great, than greatly uſe. 
ful. The cold Reception which a poor 
Scholar meets with, and the Contempt 
which patient Merit from the unworthy takes, 
as Shakeſpear finely oblerves, has made 
Learning an Object of our Fears. Appre- 
henſion ſets Poverty in our Way, as a 
Diſlwaſive to this Embelliſnment; and 
we guard againſt Improvements in Know- 
ledge, as if they were the Forerunners cf 
Want, and growing deſpicable. This 
Deference which has ſtill been paid to 
Circumſtances, puts me in Mind of Dio. 
enes's Reply to the pert Fellow, that aſk 

im, W by the Philoſophers vifited the Rich, 
and that the Rich ſeldom or never viſited tix 
Philoſophers ? "Tis becauſe, ſaid he, the Phi. 
loſopbers know what they want, but rich Peopl: 
go not know it; if they did, they would be mucj 
more aſiduous to make their Court to Philoſs 


VS, 


7 


Ves 
T- 
Conce 
with | 
that { 
legible 
to Pei 
Men, 
Learni 
great I 

Charaé 
ſtill ſt 
Books, 

bear ex 
he ſees 
or lye | 
Juſt anc 


LETTERS on various Subjects. 107 


D l 


Nee ES 
„ 


. vu 


212: AGEL 
ESTATE 


To the CENSOR of 
Great Britain. 


Venerable SIR, 


AKING a Survey of the Monu- 
ments in Weſtminſter- Abbey, (with 
Concern I {peak it) they were ſo clouded 
with Duſt, and ſo beſpatterd with Dirt, 
that ſeveral of the Inſcriptions are ſcarce 
legible. Theſe Monuments were erected 
to perpetuate the Memory of celebrated 
Men, who have ſignaliz d themſelves by 
Learning, or Heroick Actions; and it is 
great Pity, that any one ſhould deſace the 
Characters of ſuch, to whom this Nation 
ſtill ſtands indebted, either for valuable 
Books, or eminent Services Who can for- 
bear exhibiting a Complaint to you, when 
he ſees thoſe Regiſters of Exiſtence abus d, 
or lye bury'd in Duſt and Cobwebs? Thoſe 
juſt and polite Encomiums engrav'd on the 
Marbles, 
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Marbles, are very proper Motives to incite 


us to tread thoſe Steps, which have gain'd 
them ſuch immortal Honour. 
J am, 


Tour very bumble Servant, 


James Redivivus. 
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The Censor's Anſwer. 


Entirely agree with this ingenious Per- 
| fon, that ſuch Monuments are ſtrong 
and proper Incentives to Virtue z and could 
wiſh, that they were oftner Rewards of 
the Commonwealth, than erected either 
through the Ambition or Tenderneſs of a 
ſurviving Relation. Tis Pity thoſe who 
attend our conſecrated Domes, ſhould not 
have a Salary for keeping the Inſcriptions 
dean and legible; which wiltully to deface 
or abuſe, is a Degree of Sacrilege. The 
Emulation of copying great and virtuous 
Actions, is not the only Prize of theſe 
Marble or Brazen Records; they are Mann- 
ſripts, which the Impertinence of no buſy 
Hand can interpolate; and which give the 
anction of Authority unqueſtionable to 
lhe Truth of what they contain. 

We know we have ow'd many Points in 
fliſtory, and the Dates of Occurrences, to 
eſe laſting and unerring Pages; they are 

e Medals, which retrieve memorable 
ions from Oblivion, and cariy us back 
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to the Knowledge of Times and Circum- 
ſtances. Thoſe Chronological Marbles IM 
which we ſtill boaſt of at Oxford, and the W 
Reftoration of whoſe Flaws have employ d TR 
ſuch able Pens, have ſettled the Periods of 

Perſons and Ages, which never could have 
been fix d from the Confuſion and Contra. 
dictions ſo common in a Variety of Au- 
thors. We ſhould then look on theſe Mo- 
numents like Abſtracts of Hiſtory, refer to 
them for determining the Fates of Fami- 
lies, and ſometimes of Kingdoms; and che- 
riſh them, as our Courts do thoſe aged E. 
vidences, who can ſpeak faithfully to Cu- 
ſtom within their own Knowledge, which 
has been loſt to Memory and Practice, and 
is alone recoverable by the Benefit of their 


Yeats. 
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To Mr. Free-Thinker. 
8 
benen. 0 


HE Perſon who made his Addreſſes 
to me, proving faithleſs and unſincere, 
lam reduc'd to ſend this publick Adver- 
r tiſement to you. I have 1500 l. to my 
fortune; my Perſon is not diſagreeable; 
a and I. can: pronounce thoſe irrevocable 
Words For better for worſe with any Man 
I bke, having no Body to controul me. 

Therefore I give fair Warning to all 
Batchelors, (for a Widower is my Averſion) 
that if I could meet with a young Man 
about Twenty-four, of orthodox Principles, 
and a reputable Character; one who has 
deen well educated, and can give undenia- 
dle Proofs of his unſully'd Virtue end So- 
briety; one who is induſtrious, Good-hu- 
mour'd, facetious, and agreeable; with 
ſuch a Man I ſhould think myſelf and my 
Fortune happily beſtow d. 


K 2 When 
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When your Batchelor Readers peruſe 
this, if they are ſenſible they merit the 
above-mention'd Character, let them ſend 
their Names and Places of Abode to you; 
and upon the firſt Intimation in your Pa- 
per, I propoſe to make Choice of that Can- 
didate for a Huſhand, whoſe Virtues come 
neareſt to my Wiſhes. I am ſincerely, 


SIR, 
Tour couſtant Monday and Friday Reader, 
Miranda, 


B S. I once more bar ali Widownes: and 
every Batchelor turn d of Twenty-ſix, 
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Mr. Free- Thinker's 
r 


| 


Ne 


| Heartily wiſh Miranda good Succeſs; but 
I am afraid ſhe is ſomewhat too ſcrupu- 
lous, if not a little Chimerical in her 
choice. She ſeems to require a young, diſ- 
creet, facetious, induſtrious, orthodox, Mai- 
d {cn Huſband, a Rarity, in all Appearance, 
not to be met with throughout this popu- 
lous City. 

I would therefore, in the firſt Place, ad- 
viſe my fair Reader to make a larger AL 
lowance in Years, and not to reje& a Can- 
lidate of Thirty, who has not liv'd too 
haſtily. It is likewiſe my Opinion, ſhe 
ſhould inſiſt more upon the Perſon's good 
Senſe, and leſs upon his Wit: Facetious 
Men are for the moſt Part not greatly ad- 
licted to Induſtry, neither are the Induſtri- 
vas generally much given 1 

I am very much at a Loſs, how to ſig. 
uty to the Candidates the preciſe Meaning 
My! my kind Correſpondent, as to orthodox 
K 3 Prin. 
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Principles: I wiſh ſhe had particulariz'd 
the Articles ſhe would have them ſubſcribe 
before they enter into Matrimony. I will 
ſuppoſe for the preſent, that Miranda means 
no more, than that her Huſband ſhould 
think in all Points as ſhe thinks; and whe- 
ther that be a reaſonable Condition, I muſt 
leave to her Determination; only I beg 
Leave to add one faving Clauſe for my 
Batchelor Readers in general, that the be- 
ing well affected to the Proteſtant Succeſſi 
on, May not be accounted Hereſy. 

As to the Implication concerning Male. 
Virginity, it is not only of a very delicate 
Nature, but a moſt fingular Merit in the 
preſent Age: But as the Naturaliſis have 
not as yet been able to aſcertain the Proots 
of it, J adviſe the Lady (that ſhe may noi I Am 
for ever live a Maid) to take this Virtue} Lei. 


randa, 


I 
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Mr. Free-Thinker's O- 
| ſervations on MIRANDAS Ad- 
mirers. To which is added, a 
tell Letter I ſent him fign'd, Bob 
ney Smart. Ne 103. | 


of Am pleas'd that I have now a Day of 
ee Leiſure, to promote the Intereſt of Mi- 
randa, and to forward the Pretenſions of 
her numerous Admirers. Ever ſince pub- 
liih'd the General Bands between her and 
the young Batchelors of Great Britain, I 
have receiv'd daily Letters from Candidates 
out of the City, the Inns of Court, the 
Liberties of Weſtminſter, as well as out of 
af Country, even as far as Northumber- 

Id. 

I think I have ſhewn myſelf a very in- 
ulgent Guardi:n, and merited great] 
an my Ward, procuring her more a vou d 

Lovers, 
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Lovers, than any young Lady in England 
can boaſt of: In a Word, ſhe is, through 
my Care, raisd in a few Days to the Sum- 
mit of Female Glory, being at preſent the 
moſt celebrated Toaſt about the Town: 
Her Name out-rivals every other Nymph's 
upon the Glaſſes ; while amongſt different 
Clans of Batchelors, ſhe is drank under 
different Appellations : One Company fills 
a Bumper to the Rarity, another to the 
Nice Virgin; a Club of young Merchants 
drink to the Fair- Adventurer; and ſome 
Maſters of Veſſels have transform'd her 
into a Ship, and (over a Bowl of Punch) 
wiſh a good Voyage to the Speedwell. 

In ſo great a Choice, Miranda cannot 
fail of pleaſing her Fancy in a Huſhand, 
provided ſhe does not too ſcrupulouſly in- 
fiſt upon one 1mperceptible Accompliſh- 
ment. I own J am very ambitious to bring 
this Aﬀair to a ſpeedy Concluſion; and 
therefore I muſt on one Hand inform ſome 
ſuſpicious Candidates, that the Lady's Let- 
ter is no Fiction of mine; and on the o- 
ther Hand, I muſt acquaint my fair Pupil, 
that ſome of her Lovers give ſuch Teſti- 
monies of the Sincerity of their Intentions, 
that they have ſubſcrib'd their true Names, 
with the Places of their Abode; and moſt 


of them earneſtly deſire, that Miranda 


would condeſcend to let them know, under 
what 
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what Directions they may appear before 
her, or in what Manner ſhe will be pleas'd 
to reveal herſelf to them. 

Mirandus addreſſes himſelf to the dear 
Miranda beneath the Willow; Strepbon of 
the Inner- Temple thinks himſelf fitly qua- 
lify d at preſent, but deſires the Lady to 
be expeditious in determining her Choice, 
becauſe he is upon the Verge of ſix and 
twenty; F. C. propoſes a young Country 
Novice, and offers to be bound for his Vir- 
ginity; Mrs. Anne Meanwell pleads for her 
Couſin Alexis, a very young hopeful Wi- 
dower, and offers ſeveral weighty Reaſons 
to remove Miranda's Prejudices on that 
Account; and at the ſame Time, deſird P 
would recommend her to ſome Widower, 
who will accept of a notable Houſewife 
with a very ſmall Fortune. A Captain of 
a Man of War writes from on Board his 
Ship, and engages to take the Pretender in 
a few Days; and hopes. the Gallantry of 
the Action, with the conſiderable Reward, 
may defeat all his Rivals. | 

I ſhould not have Room in the Compaſs 
of this Paper, even to hint at the Merits 
and Propoſals of the ſeveral Candidates, 
and to print their Letters would be an end- 
leſs Attempt ; nevertheleſs, as one of the 
Epiſtles 1s very ſingular upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, I ſhall give Miranda the * 
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of reading it entire; and were I not ſatis- 
fy'd of her good Senſe, I ſhould be apt to 
imagine, this Gentleman bids faireſt for 
Succeſs, 


Mr. Free-Thinker, 
| Am a young Batchelor, and have had 

the Education of a Gentleman; but J 
cannot boaſt of any other Qualifications 
which Miranda requires in a Huſband: 
And yet, Sir, I ſtand Candidate, and bid 
Defiance to all my dull Rivals. 

I like the Lady's Wit and Mettle; ſhe 
muſt needs be a lively Laſs; and I demand 
no Favour, but a free Acceſs, to be the 
happy Man. I know the World too well, 
to value myſelf either upon my Modeſty, 
or my Good-nature; and I have too refind 


a Taſte of Life, to pretend to Sobriety or 


Induſtry : But then I am a compleat Ma- 
ſter of Inſinuation; and I can feign a Paſſi- 
on ſo well, that it ſhall even ſurpaſs Na- 
ture. I am likewiſe ſkill'd in Palmiſtry, 
and know how to wheedle the Chamber 
Maid. a 

Theſe, Sir, are the Accompliſhments, 
by which I doubt not of gaining a Lady 
who has her Fortune in her own Hands. I 


am already in Extaſie! and am my deat 
| Miranda's moſt paſſionate Lover and devo 


Bob Smart. 
I have 


ted Slave. 
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1 have only one Particular more to add, 
in order to procure a right Underſtanding 
between my Ward, and her Suitors. Seve- 
ral of them complain, that ſhe has not 
vouchſafed to give the Publick any ſatis- 
— Notice concerning her Perſon; and 


that ſhe likewiſe does not promiſe, on her 
Part, to produce any Teſtimonials of her 
ſelf being duly qualify'd to make a good 


Wife. This Omiſſion has put Mr. R. L. 


upon addreſſing the following Verſes to her; 
that ſhe may ſee Batchelors are as hard to 
be pleas'd as Maids. 


To MirxanDa. 


If &er I quit the ſingle Life, 
Be this the Model of my Wife. 


A Beauty without Art compleat, 
ho, from her Toilet ſimply neat, 
The Golden Tiſſue can deſpiſe, 

And wears no Brilliants, but her Eyes. 
Soft-blended in her Eyes ſhould meet 
Defiring Love, and ſparkling Vit; 
And in ber dimpled Smiles be ſeen 
A modeſt, with a chearful Mein : 
As Panſes find in Muſick Place; 
Her Speech let proper Silence grace, 
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Her Converſation ever free 
From Cenſure, as from Levity : 
An undiſſembled Innocence, 
Not apt to give, or take Offence ; 
Nor fond of Complements, nor rude ; 
Not a Coquet, nor yet a Prude : 
Aver ſe to wanton Serenade, 
Nor pleas d with Midnight Maſquerades : 
The Virtues that her Sex adorn, T, 
By Honour guarded, not by Scorn : 0 
Not ſupei ſiitious, nor profane; 
But in Religion greatly plain. 


To ſuch a Virgin, ſuch a V iſt, Dea 
J give my Love, I give my Life. An 
| Vel 
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To Mr. Free- Thinker. 
N 108. 


Dear Free- IThinber, 


Am pleas'd you have aſſurd my Lo- 
vers, that my firſt Letter was not 
ſeigu d; and I. deſire you to make my 
Compliments to all the Gentlemen who 
Toaſt me ſo affectionately. I intend ſoon 
0 reveal myſelf to the Batchelor Can- 
idates after a proper Manner; and ſhall 
ot be long in determining my Choice. 
n the mean time, I do not forbid the 
ddreſles of any of the Perſons you men- 
on, excepting Bob. Smart. I thank Mr. 
„ L. for his excellent Verſes dedicated to 
ne; and vpon examining my Heart, I 
7, L can, 


Thinker is a Batchelor. 
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can, with Modeſty, pretend to che Virtues 
he W in a Wife. 


T am, SIR 
Tour much a Pupil, 
Miranda, 


P. $ I defire to know whether Mr. Fre 


+ 
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Mr. Free - Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


[ Muſt inform my Reader, that both 
the Epiſtles from Miranda are in the 
ſame Character add not. wet in a Man's 
Hand. In breaking open the ſrrond Letter, 
| obſerv'd it was feal'd with a Thimble, 
the Coat of Arms of a Houſewife. The 
Queſtion ſhe is pleas d to put to me in the 
Poſtſcript, may probably raiſe a 3 
in her Admirers, and make ſeveral of my 
Diſciples envy the Happineſs of their 
Teacher: Nevertheleſs, I muſt acquaint 
my Ward, that I am a Batchelor, (as ſhe 
s a Spinſter) through the Inſufficiency of 
Love Promiſes; but then I do not come 
within the Limitation of Years determin'd 
by Miranda: though I muſt add, for the 
Credit of my Profeſſion, that many a fine 
Gentleman of the Town, is not ſo youth- 
ul at Five and Twenty, as a ſound Philo- 
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ſopher is at Forty. But then again I am 


n for 
ken up with my Concer 1 
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F and the engaging Amuſements o 
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To the Author of the 


Free-T hinker. Ne 123. 


Mr. Fi ee-Thinker, 


[vent to my Promiſe, I purpoſe to 
diſcloſe myſelf to the Batchelor-Can- 
lidates; but firſt deſire to know, whether 
you have receiv'd any more Propoſals ſince 
your laſt, In this Reſpe& I am an arrant 
Woman, I am deſirous of many Suitors; 
the fuller the Market, the better the Choice, 
and the Perſon I ſhall cull out of a Thou- 
and, will think himſelf more oblig'd, than 
if I choſe him out of a ſcanty Number. 

As ſoon as I receive your Anſwer, I ſhall 
mtruſt you with my final Reſolutions, that 
ou may make them publick, 


I am, SIR, 
Your fcerely oblig'd, 
Miranda. 
L. 2 Mx. 


126 LETTERS on various Stub jet. 


The Free- Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


[| Have been {urpriz'd at Miranda's ſlow 
Proceedings: She might have been hap- 
Py, if ſhe had pleas'd, too Months ago; 
however, ſhe has not yet loſt her Opportu- 
nity, for ſeveral of my Correſpondents 
continue to enquire after her with Impa- 
tience, and will this Day be tranſportcd, 
to ſee that ſhe has not alter d her Mind 
All 1 can fay to her at preſent, is, that! 
long to fee the Aﬀair conſummated; and 
that ſhe needs not doubt of having a nu. 
merons Band of Snitors, when they ſhall 
know where to addreſs themſelves: In the 
mean Time, I wiſh ſhe had thought ct 
making a proper Uſe of the Whitfuntid: 
Holidays, when every Candidate would 
have been entirely at Leiſure to attend 
her Reſolutions. 


7. 
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To the Author of the 
F ree-Thinker. N' 136. 


Mr. Free-Thinker, 


F Had fully reſolv'd to fend you a Meſ- 
ſenger immediately after your Anſwer 
to my laſt; and now to apologize myſoif 
to you, and the Batchelor- Candidates, I 
ſhall give you the true Reaſon of my long 
Silence. 

The Day after your laſt Correſpondence 
with me, I was happily engag'd in an a- 
greeable Circle of Friends: Your Papers, 
and particularly thoſe relating to Miranda, 
took up a conſiderable Share of our Diſ- 
courſe. An intimate Acquaintance, to whom 
I had communicated the Secret of my 
writing to you, whifper'd a Gentleman in 
the Company, that I was the very Miranda 
in the Free Thinker. The Gentleman took 
the firſt Opportunity f adareſſing me in 
the moſt paſſionate Manner; «ud has from 
that Time prov'd very ailiduous in his > 

| ts, 
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ſits, inſomuch, that I believe his Affection 
to be ſincere: He is a Perſon who, upon 
ſtrict Fnquiry, fully anſwers the Character 
I deſire in a Huſband ; and on Monday next 
our Nuptials are to he-celebrated. 

I thought it a Duty incumbent on 
me to give you this Notice; and at the 
fame Time, to make my publick Declara- 
tion of Thanks to Mr. Free-Thinker, and to 
the ſeveral Gentlemen who were pleas'd to 
honour me with their kind Wiſhes. And I 
muſt conclude with owning, that the Credit 
of your Paper gave Birth to this Marriage. 


T am, SIR, 
Your Fucerely oblig'd, 
bumble Servant, 


Miranda, 


Ar. 
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My. Free- Thinker's Re- 
marks on MIRANDA'S 
Letter. 


QEEL till you find, and you will not 
loſe your Labour. Miranda has dili- 
gently ſearch'd the Town and Country for 
a. Huſband, and her Diligence is at laſt 
happily rewarded. At the ſame Time, 
it is a great Honour to the Free-Thinker, 
that he has been able to ſave the Long- 
ings of a Virgin in the moſt important: 
Deſire in Life: And as this is the firſt 
Match, in the making of which. I have 
been inſtrumental, I hope it will not be the 
laſt. IT will not doubt of the Goodneſs of 
Miranda's Choice; nevertheleſs, as there 
are often unforeſeen and ſtrange Revolu- 
tions in the State of. Matrimony, if the 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman ſhould infringe any of the Ar- 
ticles of Marriage, as the is my Ward, 
I deſire her to appeal to me for Redreſs, 
whoſe continual Study it is to reduce the 
Men to Reaſon :; Moreover, I expect a Let- 
ter of Thanks from the Bridegroom, for 
the ineſtimable Bleſſing I have thrown into 
his Arms; and beſides the uſual Allowances 
made to good Wives, I inſiſt upon his giv- 
ing her Credit upon Mr. Roberts, to have 
my Papers regularly ſent her, in which 
they will both find many Things for their 
mutual Edification and Comfort. | 

I cannot help compaſſionating the Crowd 
of diſappointed Batchelors, who will ſigh 
over Miranda's Letter. What Numbers of 
gallant Youths will be reduc'd to wear the 
Badge of' forſaken Lovers! I am apt to 
believe, Willow) may bear as good a Price 
in the Market To-morrow, as Oak-Branches 
have borne for the three laſt Years on 
the Twenty ninth of May. It is the hard 
Fate of our Sex, (to which, nevertheleſs, 
every honeſt Man will think it reaſonable 
to ſubmit) that though a virtuons Woman 
be a World of Happineſs, yet her Charms 
are not diffuſive, and ſhe has it not in her 
Power to bleſs more than one Wan. 

It amonęſt the Admirers of Miranda, 
there happens to be a Poet, whoſe Heart 
is Procf againſt the ſad Tidings of this 


Day, 
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Day, I hope he will call upon his Muſe to 
indite my fair Pupil's Epithalamium, that 
there may be no Ceremony wanting, to 
do Honour to ſo extraordinary a Marriage: 
The Subject is new, and promiſes no ſmall 
Glory to the Genius who * verſi 1 upon 


it with Succeſs, 


eos Ca 2 n 
m bs n 
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To the Author of the 
Free-Thinker. N' 190. 


SIX, 


A* laſt, according to your Expectati- 
IA ons, I ſend you my moit ſincere and 
hearty Thanks for the ineſlimable Bleſing 
you bave thrown into my Aims. Th's Day 
ſix Months Miranda and I were marryd; 
and ycu had heard much ſooner from me, 
but that I thought it might not be ſo pru- 
dent to proclaim my Happineſs in it's In- 
fancy, leaſt the malicious Batchelors ſhould 
fay, I was under the Influence of the 
Honey- Moon. 

Marriage opens to every Man a new 
Scene of Happineſs, or Miſery , but to me 
it not only proves a Paradiſe of Pleaſure, 
but a ſure Fence againſt all the little Diſ- 


appointments and Uneaſineſſes of Life. 


When any Occurrences abroad happen to 
rufle my Temper, I no ſooner return 


Home, than Miranda, with her kind L 
an 
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end Language, and ſoft Endearments, com- 
poſes every Inquictude within me; or if 
at any Time I tall into irkſome Company, 
find a ſecure Refuge from all Impertinen- 
ces, by retiring to my Wife; who not only 
receives me with Tranſports of Joy, but 
entertains me with the moſt agreeable Con 
verſation. | 

By this ſhort Account, you may imagine 
the Compleatneſs of my Felicity, which I 
want Words to expreſs, any otherwiſe than 
by aſluring you, that when I look back 
won my former Condition, after the Ex- 
nerience of fix Months, I think upon the 
rzorant, unſcttled Life of Batchelors with 
Commiſeration. 


T am, SIR, 
Your fmcerely devoted Ser vant. 


E 


M To 
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170 Mr. Free-T hinker. 


Ne 190. 


QINGE you was ſo kind, as to deſire I 
would appeal to you for Redreſs, if my 
Huſband ſhould infringe any of the Arti- 
cles of Marriage, I think in Juſtice to him, 
and Gratitude to you, I ſhould not neglect 
the Opportunity of ſending the inclos d in 
my Huſband's Letter, to inform you, that 
I have not the leaſt Cauſe to exhibit a 
Complaint againſt him; on the contrary, 
I think myſelf the moſt happy of Women, 
in an obliging, good-humour'd, generous 
Huſband : He makes it ſo much his Study 
to pleaſe me, that there is no Day, nor 
any Hour, wherein the Satisfaction of my 
Heart abates; and I doubt not, but by my 
Conſtancy, my Fidelity, and my tender 

Love, I 3 _ to * _ 
I conitantly peruſe your Papers, by 
which I am a — Gainer: _ in 
eturn 


[ 
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Return ſor the Inſtruction and Amuſement 
I receive from you, I heartily wiſh, Mr. 
Free Thinker, you may be as happy as I 
am, whenever your Cares for the Publick 
permit you to marry z and that in the mean 


time you may enjoy an uninterrupted Se- 
ries of happy new Years. 


T am, SIR, 
Your ſmcerely oblig'd humble Servant, 
Miranda, 
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Mr. Free-Thinker's An- 


ſwer, and Remarks on the two 
foregoing Letters. 


Take this Favour very kindly from 

Miranda and her worthy Huſhand. It 
was on the 10th of Fuly that I publiſh'd 
Miranda's laſt Letter; and when I reflected 
on her long Silence, 1 muſt confeis I was 
in Pain about the Succeſs of a Marriage, 
which T had labour'd to promote ; neither 
did my Apprehenſions appear unreaſonable, 
when I conſider d, that modeſt Wives will 
ſuffer long before they complain; and 
that many a Woman of Spirit is oblig d in 
Prudence, even to applaud a Tyrant, for 
Fear of ageravating her Miſcry. 

As my unmarry'd Diſciples of either Sen 
read of this happy Couple, let them con- 
ſider, that Miranda and her Huſband, took 
the moſt proper Mcthods to fecure their 
mutual Felicity; the vain Deſire of Wealth, 


and Equipage, and of Honours, was laid 
aſide, 


aſi 
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for, 
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aſide, and Virtue was made the main Ar- 
ticle in their Treaty of Marriage ; there- 
fore are they bleſsd with unenvy d, un- 
precarions Joy. Few are the Inſtances this 
Town affords of domeſtick Happineſs; and 
moſt Perſons of Faſhion think they anſwer 
all the Purpoſes of Matrimony, if they 
can be well bred enough, to keep Conjugal 
Diſcord within the cold Decencies of a 
malicious Civility. 
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To Mr. Free-Thinker. 
| | NY: 152. 


SIX, 


Am under a Cloud of Adverſity, being 
incapable or anſwer vg all the Demands 

of my Creditors. I lend you a particular 
Account of my Coucerns, that it muy ap- 
pear I have not been extravagant; which 
when my Creditors ſha}l ſee, 1 hope they 
will the more readily commiſerate my Calc. 
began to trade for myſelf in the Year 
1704. My Wites Fortune, and my own, 
amounted to 400 l. 1ocl. 'of which was 
expended in Houſhold Goods, and fitting 
up the Shop; ſo that I had then 300 J. left. 
From the Beginning I have traded fer 
1000l. per Annum, one Year with another; 
and my Trade heing in the Retail Way, 
I truſted little; ſo that I thought my 
Trade was a good living Buſineſs, and that 
IT rather added to, than diminiſh'd my 
Stock: But ſince my preſent Scene of Miſ- 
fortunes, 
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{cxtunes, I have fate down, and ſeriouſly 
reflected how I ſhould run out; upon which 
I made the tollowing Calculation, Expend- 
ed each Yeer, viz. 


133 
Rent 25 — ä 25 oo o 
A Child at Nurſe, and 1 
Lying-in - — a: 
A Man Servant 10 CO © 
A Me1d Servant 4. 00 o 
Houſe-keeping, and wearing“ 
Apparel — #0: 08.9 
Coals, Candles, Waſhing, 
Small Beer, and other 8 10 O0 0 


tingent Charges 
Church and Poor, Water," 
Watch, Windows and Con- | 
vex Lights, Pariſh and! 
Ward Offices, Company | 1 
Charges, Cc. one Leur | 
with another — - = | 


Pocket Expences annually — 8 CO © 
Bad Debts 61. per Ann, 6 OO © 
163 CO. © 


1800 co o. 


Gaind in 15 Years — þ 
1261. each Year, is 
Caſh when I began ———— 300 oo © 


8 


| —— — 


2100 oO o. 
Expended 
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E 


Expended, as by the above 
Calculation 163 J. every 
Lear, which in 15 = i hang 
amounts to 
Gain'd - — 


2100 OO © 


—_ 
— 
2 


345 CO © 


— — — __——_— 


EEE — = mon 


Upon tle caſting up of my 
Stock. Sc. 1 find that 0 420 ©o © 
have Shop-Gcods, valu'd at 


Houſhiold Goods * 20.006 
Gocd Book Debts — 126 OO © 
596 OO © 


Ard I find that I owe my Creditors 94 1 1. 
by which I find 1 am capable of paying 
but 125. in the Pound. 

By this Calculation of my Affairs I have 
two Purpoſes in view. The firſt is, that 
when my Creditors, and the reſt of Man- 
kind, ſhall ſee this faithful State of my 
Account, they will the more chearfully 
comply with the Compoſition I offer. 

My ſecond Purpoſe is, by Way of Ad- 
vice to my Fellow-Citizens in general, that 
they would, before it is too late, fit down 
and make an Eſtimate of their Affairs; 
and if any find the Profits ariſing from their 
Trade, 
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Trade, do not an{wer their prefer t Charges, 
that they would timely endeavour to ex- 
tricate themſclves from their growing Diffi. 
culties. This early Circumſpection, would 
prevent the filling of cur Gaxettes with 
ſuch Numbers of Statutes of Bankruptcy. 
This prudent Calculation is neceſſary at 
leaſt once in the Year for all Traders, theugh 
never ſo conſiderable; and the Shop-keeper, 
or Merchant, who finds his Affairs do not 
anfwer his Expectations, thould, in Time, 
contract his Expences proportionably, or 
fall upon ſome other expedient, to make 
good the Deficiences owing to his Inadver- 
tency. Your Thoughts upon this Subject 
would be ſerviceable, as well as acceptable 
to the Town. 
Tam, SFR, 


Your conſtant Reader, 


and humble Servant; 


J. H. 


Ar. 


— 
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Mr. Free-Thinker's Re- 
marks on the foregoing 
Letter. 


M Y unfortunate Correſpondent has, 
in his own Words, ſufficiently cau- 
tion'd his Fellow-Citizens not to trade 
without Book; and as the Warnings of a 
Sufferer are the moſt effectual, inſtead of 
attempting to enforce his Admonitions, I 
ſhall turn Advocate for him with his Cre- 
ditors, ſuppoſing the above-written Account 
to be fairly ſtated. | 

We are liable to Overſights in every 
Condition of Life; and Traders are of 


all Men the moſt liable to fail in their 


Endeavours. Every Imprudence is not - 
e 
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be treated with Rigour: And I ſpeak it 
to the Honour of the City, that an un- 
ſucceſsful Dealer generally meets with 
Compaſſion there ; whereas a Failure at 
Court is uſually purſu'd WS unvorthy 
Reproaches and Contempt: 

Methinks the firſt Failure of every 
Man calls for Indulgence. But that [ 
may not be guilty of Partiality, even in 
pleading for the Iſtreſsd, I think it 
reaſonable the Creditors ſhould, in their 
Determinations, have a Regard to the 
Character of their Debtor. A fair Cha- 
racter generally is (and always ſhould be) 
the viſible Reward of Virtue, hy the 
Support a juſt Man may hope for from 
it in Adverſity. I know not whether I 
mention this Conſideration to the Advan- 
tage or Diſadvantage of Mr. F. H. who 
is an utter Stranger to me; and it is my De- 
ſire, that all who apply to me may keep 
themſelves —— that I may be the 
more free in my Judgments. 

But ſhould the Perſons concern'd with 
my Correſpondent, generouſly comply 
with his Terms, he muſt not think the 
Compoſition a due Satisfaction to his Cre- 
ditors; on the contrary, he thereby be- 
comes doubly indebted, and is oblig d, 


by 


fx 
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by their Forbearance, to double his Di. 
ligence and Frugality, in Hopes to put 
himſelf in a Condition one Day to pay 
the whole; otherwiſe, I ſhall be ſorry 
that 1 ever, attempted to ſpeak in his 
Favour, ; | 


hk. 


To 
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To the Free-Thinker. 
N 159. 


Dc fete ed LLLLELCE 


SIR, 


| Court Angelica, a young Lady of a good 
1 Family, well educated, prudent, virtu- 
ons, gentle, exquiſitely handſome, c. but 
of a moderate Fortune; my Father would 
oblige me to make my Addreſſes to Proſpe- 
ra, a Lady of a much ſuperior Fortune, but 
in every other Qualification much inferior 
to Angelica. I doat on Angelica, but can- 
not bear the Thoughts of Proſpera : If I 
marry Angelica, I ſhall incur my Father's 
Diſpleaſure, if TI wed Profpera, I render my 
(elf miſerable. Your Sentiments will high- 
ly oblige, | 
Tour very humble Servant, 


1. i 


N The 
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The Free - Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


2 

|| Am of Opinion, that no Gentleman T 
ſhould marry a Woman whom he docs i 
not like, | effer 


To 


* 
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To the Author of the 
Free-Thinker. N' 182. 


Mr. Free-Thinker, 


II is my Misfortune to ſuffer under the 
inoffenſive, opprobrious Character of an 
effeminate Man, which (I am ſenſible) has 
been a main Hinderance to my Preferment 
in the Male Offices of Lite; for I find Men 
of hale-bearded Countenances, and robuſt 
Conſtitutions, daily get into Buſineſs, who 
are not ſo well qualify'd as myſelf for a 
Merchant's Compting: Houſe. 

I enjoy a ſober State of Health; but to 
my great Unhappineſs, Nature has not 
torm'd me for the ſervile Drudgeries of 
Life; therefore my Friends took early Care 
to give me a hberal Education, inſomuch, 
that I write a fair Hand, am expert in 
Arithmetick, and can give unqueſtionable 
Security for my Honeſty, 

I have liv'd in a Merchant's Huuſe, and 
have tranſacted Buſineſs to my Maſter's Ap- 
probation but the reſt of the Servants, by 


N 2 conti- 
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121 ith the petulant 
7 teizing me with t ont 
. of * 4 
> ſs, and Effeminacy, made m 3 
the Object of Ridicule in the Family, 
I was oblig'd to _ 4 1 3 
out o a 
* en Defire to be a 1 = be 
Mill — 1 ſhall be glad to ſerve up 5 
fo ble Terms; in _ 7, 
— I could give entire Satisſa . 


T am, SIR, 


Tour very humble Servant, 


Aſr. 


* 
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1 


Ar. 


Mr. Free - Thinkers 
Anſwer. 


ROM the moſt aggravating Circum- 

ſtances in this Letter, I am apt to be- 
lieve, the Complainant has only the Mis- 
fortune to be a modeſt Man, and that he 
ſuffers for his Innocency : But to his Com- 
fort, how unfaſhionable ſoever an Inſenſi- 
bility of Countenance may be in this Bra- 
zen Age, let him be aflur'd, that Modeſty 
is a very manly Virtue; and if any Mill; 
ner within the Liberties of -the City, or 
the Precincts of Covent Garden, will be 
pleas'd to receive him into her Service upon 
my Recommendation, I will venture to 
anſwer for the Decency of his Behaviour: 
In the mean time, if he finds he has not 
Reſolution to ſtand the Sarcaſins of Flirts 
and Smarts, and would be glad to ſhelter his 
Meekneſs under the preſent Outſide of 
Manhood, let him practiſe a ſtern Look, 
purchaſe a Hat of the wideſt Circumterence, 


with a Bob Wig gather into a large Silk 
N 3 Bag, 


150 LETTERS on various Subjects. 


Bag, and beagd his Face with Snuff; and 
he may paſs muſter with the braveſt of his 
SEX. 

From a Paſſage in this Letter, I cannot 
but obſerve, how the Notions of Men differ 
about a liberal Education. In the City, 
it ſeems, the Tokens of a liberal Education 
are to write a fair Hand, to caſt Accompts 
well, and to give a good Bond of Security. 
About a Court, the Marks of it are to dreſs, 
to cringe, to flatter; and in the Country, 
the Perfection of Politeneſs is, to outwit 2 
Fox, and to bid Defiance, upon full Speed, 
to Hedges and Ditches : But alas! not one 
of all theſe different Accompliſhments 
mend the Heart, and regulate the Affecti- 
ons, nor inſpire the Soul with generous Sen- 
timents, which alone diſtinguiſh the Gen 
tleman from the Plebeian. 
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To the Author of the 
Free-Thinker. N' 198. 


Mr. Fi& Thinker, 


J Am a Linnen-Draper, and am proud 
that it is my Province to ſerve many 
of the Fair Sex with Holland, Mullins, 
Cc. but notwithſtanding I make it my 
Study to pleaſe all my Cuſtomers, I had 
this Day the Misfortune to diſoblige a 
Lady, by adhering too ſcrupulouſſy to a 
favourite Maxim of yours, That Honeſty is 
the beſt Policy | | 

This Lady wanted ſome extraordinary 
good Holland, and pretended to a great 
deal of Skill, and the niceſt Diſcernment 
in Linnen, which I could wiſh all the Per- 
ſons had who come to my Shop. I very 
officiouſly ſtrewd my Compters over with 
various Sorts, told her the Prizes of them, 
but none pleas'd her. I continu'd to ſhew 
finer, till I had quite drain'd my Compters; 
but ſtill ſhe did not approve of any: Being 
very 


* 
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very ſtudious to pleaſe her, I pick d out a 
choice Piece of Holland, and juſtly recom- 
mended it for its fineneſs, told her I would 
engage for its Goodneſs, that it was even, 
thick, and white, that it was a Holland of 


an excellent Fabrick; with all the Elo. 


quence of ſuch like Drapery Terms: The 
very loweſt Price I told her was 10s. per 
Ell; after all I could ſay, ſne found fault with 
it, {ſaid ſhe lik'd it not, that it would not 
do, though ſhe did not aſſign any one pro- 
per Reaſon for her diſlike of it. 

Being, conſcious that this Holland very 
well deſervd the Character I had given it, 
I was reſolv'd to make Uſe (in an honeſt 
Way) of an expedient which 1s ſometimes 
practis'd in all Trades: Whereupon, un— 


known to the Lady, I ſhewid her the very 


ſame Holland again, telling her, that it 
was an extraordinary Piece, and the very 
beſt J could pretend to put into her Hands: 
She aſk'd the Price; I told her 135. an Ell; 
ſhe immediately blam'd me for not ſhewing 
her that Piece before, ſaving, I like this 
very well; ſhe orderd me to cut off 12 
Ells, for which ſhe paid me. I thereupon 
return'd her 26s. aſſuring her it was the 
very ſame Holland I had offer,d her before 
at 10s. an Ell. I defir'd her not to have 


a worſe Opinion of it, becauſe I thought 


myſelf obligd to make a Return of that 
Money ; 
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Money; and faid, ſhe ſhould always find 
ſincere Dealing from me: Upon which ſhe 
told me ſhe would never come within my 
Shop. I anſwerd, that I was very ſorr 
her Ledyſhip ſhould miſconſtrue a well- 
intended Action; that I was not willing to 
gain her Cuſtom by defrauding her; and 
advisd her rather to repoſe a Confidence in 
an honeſt Tradeſman, than to rely too 
much upon her own Judgment. 

I humbly appeal to you, Mr. Free Thinker, 


deſiring your Sentiments of my Conduct 
in this Affair, and am, 


SIX, 
Tour conſtant Reader, 
and Correſpondent, 
11 
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The Free - Thinker's I; 
A nſ1 wer. T 


8 the r 
1 Equally admire the Ingenuity and the the | 
Integrity of my Correſpondent; and I I tanc; 
promiſe him, that he will be no Loſer in ¶ more 
the End by his plain-dealing, ſo long as I Heal 
he tempers it with Civility and Diſcretion. I dan 
There are, indeed, a great many refin d I tione 
Houſewifes amongſt the Quality, who va- Yporti 
lue their Opinion more, and make it go I Bill. 
farther than their Money. But to bring 
this Lady to a better Mind, if poſſible, I 
ſhall endeavour to moderate her Confuſion 
in peruſing this, by ſhewing her, that 
Things dear bought, are not only fit for 
Ladies, as will appear from the following 
Lines of Robert of Glouceſter on William 
Rufus. 


As 


ing 
lam 


As 
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As his Chamberlain brought, as he roſe on a Day, 1 

A Morrow for to wear, a Pair of Hoſe of Say, 

He ask*d what they coſten d? Three Shillings he ſaid : 
Hie a Dibles, quoth the King, who ſay ſo vile a Deed ? 
King to wear ſo vile a Cloth! but it caſten'd more, 

Buy a Pair for a Mark; or thou fhalt ha cory fore, 

A worſe Pair enough, the other /wwith him brought, 

And ſaid they cuſten'd a Mark, and uwineath he them bought, 
Aye, bel-amy, quoth the King, theſe were will bought ! 
In this Manner ſerve me, or ſerve me not. 


This faſhionable Sagacity, which enables 
the moſt unſkilful to judge peremptorily of 
the Goodneſs of Things, by the Exorbi- 
tancy of their Price, 1s on no Occaſions 
more apparent, than in Concerns relating to 
Health. Hence the moſt expenſive Phyſi- 
aan generally paſſes for the ableſt Practi- 
toner ; and his Reputation grows in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of the Apothecary's 
Bill. Upon this Occaſion, I beg Leave to 
relate the following Story. 

In a noted City in the Jeſt of England; 
iv'd a Lady, who (bating her Paſſion for 
Medicines) was a Perſon of good Under- 
tanding. In one of her Vapoury Indiſpo- 
itions, her Siſter (and Companion) recom- 
mended to her a Phyſician newly ſettled 
n the Town, a Man of ſound, uſeful Learn- 
ing, and Experience, who, by a diligent 

Obſervation 
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Obſervation of Nature, had fallen into the 
exploded Practice of being ſparing in his 
Preſcriptions z a Practice which had prov'd 
as detrimental to himſelf, as beneficial to 
his Patients, This had induc'd him to re- 
tire from London, hopii g his Honeſty might 
thrive better in the Country. 

Upon his firſt Viſit to the fanciful! Lady, 
ſurprizd to ſee her Apartment lumberd 
with Bottles, Vials, Gallipots, little Boxes, 
and Packets, he (without Ceremony) orders 
her to part with that coſtly Furniture, that 
Collection of complicated Poiſons ; and 
preſcribes to her, upon forming a right 
Judgment of her Caſe, only a ſimple Diet, 
taking the Air, chearful Converſation, and 
timely Hours of Reſt. 

The Lady, who thought there could be 
no Health without Phyſick, diſdain d this 
frugal Advice; and the Apothecary, who 
came ſoon after the Gentleman's Depar- 
ture, ſtrack in with her Humour, and im- 
prov'd her Folly into Madneſs; however, 
the Siſter prevail d upon her, with Difficul- 
ty, to ſee the Phyſician once more; having 
firſt inform'd him privately of what had 
paſs'd. Whereupon repeating his former 
Regimen, he makes her an Accomplice in 
this Artifice, to doſe the Patient every 
Morning with two or three Gaſſes of Briſtol 
Water innocently diſcolour d. 
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Under this Management, the Lady ſoon 
recover d, and every where applauded the 
Doctor; but the Siſter triumphing in the 
Succeſs of the Artifice, could not refrain 
from revealing the Secret: Hereupon the 
Lady thinking herſelf highly abus d, grew 
enrag'd, deliver'd herſelf up to the Apothe- 
cary; and to juſtify the Quickneſs of her 
Apprehenſion, meditated Revenge upon the 
Man, who had dar'd ſo cheaply to deceive 
dex into Health. 


2 E 8 
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Mr. F ree-Thinker's An- 


ſwer and Remarks on three Let- 
zers I ſent him. N 207. 


I Have three Letters before me from my 
conſtant Reader and Correſpondent J. H. 
In one he' complains of the inſipid Raille- 
ries he has ſufferd from his Youth, and 
ſtill ſuffers, upon the Account of a Feature 
in his Face that is too exuberant: But this 
is a Grievance of too delicate a Nature, to 
be redreſs'd by the Free Thinker, In anc- 
ther, heanimadverts upon a little Indecency 
in Life, which he deſires may be corrected, 
%] have often heard (ſays he) Perſons © 
* Diſtinction whiſtle Remnants of Muſick 
or hum Fragments of Songs, as they 
walk along the Streets; an Amuſement 
not to be allowd to any above the 


Rank of Carters, Draymen, Porters, anc 
Oſtlers 


| 8 
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* Oftlers; who may be ſuppos'd (like the 
* Clown in Dryden's Fables) 


* 


To whiſtle, as they walk, for want of Thought. 


The bare mentioning of this Heedleſneſs, 


is (without farther Admonition) a ſufficient 


Caution to ſuch Gentlemen as are guilty of 
it; wherefore I ſhall proceed to the third 
Letter, which is of a very old Date. 
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Mir. Free-Thinker, 


Have for ſome Years obſerv'd, that we 

have a Set of Men in this Town, who 
ſeem to delight in coining new Words from 
Time to Time, that have neither Wit, nor 
Humour, nor Significancy. Theſe neu- 
fangled Words never fail to pleaſe the briſk 
Fancies of ſome voluminous Scriblers; who 
by perpetually uſing them in their Writ- 
ings, and in Converſation, not only paſs 
them for current Britiſß Language upon the 
illiterate, but even impoſe them upon Men 
of Letters and Capacity, who by admit- 
ting them into their Works, give them a 
Sanction. This is an Addition without any 
Improvement to our Stock of Expreſſions ; 
an Abuſe which you (as it more immedi. 
ately falls under your Province) will, I 
hope, diſcountenance, for the Sake of our 
Mcther-Tongue, 


T am, yours, &c. 


J. H. 


A. 


Alt. 
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Myr. Free - Thinker's 
Remarks. 


Ndeed our Language has of late Years 

been greatly over-run by an Inundation 
of foreign Words and Phraſes, as well as 
by Cant Terms of our own inventing. The 
Gentlemen Soldiers, the Gentlemen Tra- 
vellers, the Perts, the Smarts, and the 
pretty Fellows, have all of them been 
aiding to bring our Speech into ſuch Con- 
fuſion, that even few Scholars can, at pre- 
ſent, ſpeak a Sentence, or write a Page, in 
the Purity of Engliſh, 

I ſhall not enter fo deeply into Criti- 
ciſin here, as to lay down the proper Rules 
for the Preſervation and Improvement of 
our Language; but only give my Fellow- 
Labourers, whether in Proſe or Verſe, 
ſome general Notices, to preſerve them 
from the over-notoriqus Libertiniſm and 
Wantonneſs of Style. 

Let the chaſte Writer then never ſuffer 
als Fancy to run 8 ſtrange Words, when 


3 he 
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he may find as beautiſul Expreſſions in his 
own Language; neither let him fly to Gib- 
beriſh, when a decent Phraſe will ſerve his 
Turn as well. Let the Hiſtorian, who ſhall 
attempt to write the glorious Battles, Sieges, 
Encampments, and Marches of the Duke 
of Marlborongh, beware of the Verb Reco- 
noitre; the Men of Wit need never cry, 
A bon mot ! when a fine Thing is ſaid; nor 
Gallants have Recourſe to the Fe ne Scai 
quoi, in their Addreſſes to a Britiſh Lady. 

Another plentiſul Source of Impropriety 
(unknown to our Fore-fathers) has been 
open'd in our Age. Nothing is more fami- 
Har, than to hear of ſending a Trumpet, or 
a Drum, to carry Meſlapes, and to make 
Speeches; a Figure which was not very hap- 
pily imitated in the laſt Maſquerade Bill, 
wherein the Butlers and Ixſtruments were 
commanded to withdraw before Day. break; 
to which I humbly offer a ſmall Correction 
to make the Style mere uniform, by deſir- 
ing, that Bottles may ſignify Butlers, as ofter 
as Inſtruments imply Muſicians, = 

But the intrinſiek Value of our Languagt 
has not only been diminiſh'd by the Coiners 
it has been much more reduc'd by the Clip 
pers of our Sterling Words. We not on!! 
dock and curtail the eight Parts of Speec 
ſingly, but we crowd two, and ſometime 
almoſt three Words into one Syllable. C 

1918 


ſince T a'n't in Faut. 
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this Barbarity I cannot give a compleater 
Inſtance, than by prefenting my Readers 
with a ſhort angry Epiſtle, ſent from a 
great Proficient in modern Elegancies, to a 
troubleſome Relation, 


Cuz, 

>T ON my Rep T tell y I'll dot , that's Pox. 
Twas, and tis, and "twill e er be my Right. 
Pyythee think ont again. What wou'd y be 
ta'en for? Or dy take me for a Natral? 
hat Pow'r ha y o'er me, I'd know £ Or hom 
came y byt? I wont, nor I ſhan't be blam'd, 
Therefore, as y ar fanly 
warn'd, y ad nt beft be obſtrep vous, Look tot, 

that y don't farther provoke, 
Yours in Haſte, 


Several of our celebrated Writers have 
affected this abrupt mutilated Diction, not 
conſidering, that our native Tongue does 
by no Means ſtand in Need of an artificial 
Supply of Monoſyllables and Conſonants. 
It is true we have two Monoſyllables, that 
in one Seaſon of the Year generally bear a 
living Price; which (becaufe they ſound 
well) I will not take u me to under- 
value; but I ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould 
be ſo fond of a great Number that are al- 
moſt Mute, and turn to no Manner of Ac- 


count. 
The 
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The Lawyers have indeed abbreviated 
the whole Latinity; but they are induced 
by many weighty Conſiderations to cramp | , 
their Words, and widen their Lines: But it 155 
is Thriſt in us, who travel for the Preſs, to 
give every Word its full Scope. As our 
Language is rather too ſubſtantial, we 
ſhould endeavour to rarefy, inſtead of con- 
denſing it; to which nothing will ſo much 
contribute, as the ſhewing great Indulgence 
on all Occaſions to the five Vowels, and the 1 
ſounding Dipthongs. A particular Attention 
to this plain Direction, would, in a few 
Years, very much improve the Diſtinctneſs, 
the Significancy, and the Harmony of our 
Speech. Henceforward then, let the fre- 
quent Uſe of Abbreviations be a Reproach 
to all Perſons who handle a Pen, excepting J Ng. 
to Attorneys, who cannot afford to throw on 
in a Vowel to a Cuſtomer gratzs. 
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To Mr. Free-Thinker. 
N 223. 


Dear Free-Thinker, 


Y Father left me 5 l. which, by 

the fortunate Management of a Re- 
lation in this ſtrange Hurry of Buſineſs in 
Change-Alley, is now advanced to 2000l. 
Since this ſudden and unexpected Addition 
to my Fortune (which makes no ſmall 
Noiſe in our Neighbourhood) 1 am greatly 
admird by the young Men about ns; and 
ſoine of them who formerly let me paſs 
unobſerved, now watch every Opportunity 
of bowing and (peaking to me in the moſt 
complaiſant Manner. I have receiv'd ſome 
Love Letters, moſt of which compare me 
to Venus and the Graces; one tells me I am 
a very Angel, and bids me beware how I 
miſtake my ſelf for a Woman ; and another 
incloſes a Sonnet to me, wherein he ſays, 
that Helen and fair Roſamond were no more 
to be compard to me in Beauty, than a 
Taper to the Sun, or the Winter to the 
Spring. Good 
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Good, Sir, direct me how to judge of my 
preſent Value, and ot the Sincerity of thele 
new Admirers. I think I am neither 
younger, nor more beautiful, and probably 
not wiſer than I was before this Change in 
my Circumſtances; and yet there mult be 
ſomething more in Wealth than I imagine, 
or there is no Truth in Man. I am fad! 
perplex'd ; and a little of your ſeaſonable 

h Advice would highly oblige, 


SIR, 
Tour ſincere Well-wiſher, 


and very humble Servant, 


 BELINDA 
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ag falls by the Artifice of the Stock- Fobbers, 


Ar. Free- Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


3 the preſent Caſe, my Character obliges 
me to act with the Uprightneſs of a 
Sworn Appraiſer, in ſetting the juſt Prices 
upon the Goods brought betore me, to the 
beſt of my Skill in Men and Women. I 
mnſt aſſure Belinda, that the Sincerity of 
her new Admirers 1s not worth a common 
Courteſy, and would be over paid with a 
Smile, unleſs it ariſes from Contempt; and 
as to herſelf, my Opinion 1s, that her per- 
ſonal Value is neither more nor leſs for 
the Uſe of an honeſt Man, than it was 
before her Fortune had run the Riſques of 
the South-Sea. 

Honour and Virtue, Learning and Inge- 
nuity, and even Beauty itſelf, are all for 
a Time ſubje& to the Influence of Change- 
Alley; every good and bad Quality riſes 


mongſt whom are Perſons of no mean 
Rank 
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Rank and Figure: Nevertheleſs, theſe 


Times of Infatuation will paſs away, and 


Things will return to their intrinſick Value. 
For this Reaſon do I advile my fair Cor- 
reſpondent to lock up her Money and her 
Virtue, till ſhe can difpoſe of them into 
ſafe Hands; and if ſhe has a former Lover, 
who gave Proofs of a diſintereſted Affecti- 
on, when ſhe was Miſtreſs only of 5. 
ſhe cannot do better, than to intruſt 
him with her preſent Fortune, though it 
were 100col 


Belinda has indeed reccivd a conſidera- 
ble Addition to her ſmall Portion; but it 


thercupon ſhe gives into the Vanity of 
Prefs, and twenty other Extravagancies, 
which, perhaps, ſhe never thought of be— 
fore, then is Belinda 2 conſiderable Loſer 
by the fortunate Management of her Re- 
lation. Let her remember, that Fortune 
can take away as well as give; and that 
a ſuperfluous Deſire retrench'd, 1s a hand- 
ſome Annuity for Life, upon a Fund abio- 
lutely Irredeemable. 

Belinda's Succeſs puts me upon addreſſing 
a ſerions Conſideration to all the lucky 
Chapmen of the Alley. In theſe Times, 
wherein the Dealings 1n the publick Funds 


may be at leaſt as prejudicial to private 


Perſons, as they can be beneficial to the 
Publick ; it is to be hoped, that thoſe for- 


tunate 
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tunate Adventurers, who each of them 
raiſe vaſt Eſtates by the Ruin of fift 
private Families, will at leaſt have 15 
much Humanity, as not to ſuffer the un- 
fortunate Men, whoſe Spoils have enrich'd 
them, to le in a Goal for thoſe Debts, 
which their honourable Compliance with 
Contracts, that the Letter of the Law 
would not have oblig'd them to obſerve, 
has render'd them unable to ſatisfy : In- 
deed every Turn of good Fortune, ought 
to inſpire us with Compaſſion for thoſe who 
are any Way diſtreſs'd, c. 
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To Mr. Free-Thinker. 
NY 251. 


Mr. Free-Thinker, 


W HEN I was but eight Years of 
Age, an Uncle left me three hun- 


dred Pounds; and upon his Death-Bed gave 
2 particular Charge to my Father to be- 
ſtow on me a liberal Education : Hereupon 
due Care was taken to make a Scholar of 
me, and all Encouragement. which I ſe 


conded by my Inclinations, was given me 
to mind my Book. About ſix Months 
ago my Father dy'd and with his laſt 
Words urg'd my Uncles Requeſt, and his 
own Commands. that I fuld diligently 
apply mylſclt to Learnivg; adding, _ 
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he had. bequeathd to me one hundred 


Pounds, which he had got by hard La- 


hour, and fav d by Perſimony. My Fa- 
ther left me to the Care of a Relation, 
who daily endeavourd to wean me from 
my Love of Books: He tells me, that 
after my four hundred Pounds are waſted 
in the Univerſity, I may find it difficult 
to get a Reader's Place of thirty Pounds a 
Year: He ſays he ſpoke to an honeſt 
Glover laſt Night about me; but if I did 
not like that Buſineſs, he would defire 
my Coulin, a Sword Citler, to take me Ap- 
prentice. 

You cannot conceive, Sir, how I am 
ſhock'd at theſe Propoſals. I repreſented 
to my Guardian, that the [Money which 
my Uncle and my Father left me, was 
intruſted to his Management to breed me 
a Scholar; that I was now fourteen Years 
old, and that I had a Diſpoſition for Learn- 
ing; that I had run through many of the 
Claſick Authors; and that I had made a 
farther Progreſs in my Studies, than any 
Youth of my Age in the School; and 
that I was in Hopes of making a better 
Figure in the World, by having my For- 
tune laid out in Univerſity Learning, 


than in having my Ambition cramp'd be- 
hind a Compter. 
1 Dear 


- - 
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Dear, Sir, before it is too late plead for 
me, or I ſhall be chain'd to ſome 1 
_ in which I ſhall think myſelf mi 
rable. 


J am, 
Tour conſtant Reader, 


and moſt devoted Servant, 


James Philobiblos. 
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Mr. Free - Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


| Hope this Youth has been able to ob- 
tain a Reprieve from his Guardian, and 
that I ſhall not come in too late to his 
Reſcue. Let the Perſon entruſted then, 
conſider that he ought not, through Levity, 
or Perverſeneſs, or from a Motive of Ava- 
rice, to fruſtrate the Will of the Deceas d; 
more eſpecially when the Heir claims the 
Performance of it, and may in Equity de- 
mand it as a Part of his Inheritance; this 
Relation is bound in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner, if he has a due Senſe of the uncertain 
Condition of Humanity. by which we are 
often oblig'd to leave the deareſt Pledges 
behind us, to the Care and Protection of 
ſurviving Friends. 

Let him then, if he deſires to free his 
Soul from Guilt, firſt learn impartially from 
competent Judges, whether Philobiblos has 
ſufficient natural Endowments to make rea- 


P 3 ſonable 


= 
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ſonable Improvements in any learned Pro- 
ſeſſion, and gratify him accordingly in his 
Inclinations. In the next Place, ſuppoſing 
the Youth to be qualify'd for Learning, if 
this Guardian has compell'd his Ward into 
any Kind of Buſineſs, in which he pines 
after liberal Knowledge, it 1s incumbent 
on him to reſtore his Charge immediately 
to his Studies, and to make good to him 
any Part of his ſmall Fortune that has: 
been miſapply'd. Laſtly, let it be conſi- 
derd, that many a Student has been bred 
up in this Nation to great Eminency in 
ſeveral Parts of Learning, and become an 
Ornament and Bleſſing to his Country, up- 
on a ſmaller Inheritance than four hundred 
Pounds; neither are thoſe Times yet over, 
and the South Sea Traffick, which enhaunces 
the Prices of all other Commodities, will 
render Learning cheap, ſince the Wealthy 
grow daily into a Contempt of Knowledge; 
notwithſtanding that many of them think 
their Equipage and Furniture is not 
compleat, without a Library of gilded 
Books, 
I muſt now give a little Advice to 

young Correſpondent. Confider thy ſelf 


my Diſciple, try thy own Heart, that thou 
may ſt not hereafter repent of the Reſo- 
lations thou takeſt to abide by thy _— 
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Doeſt thou deſire to increaſe in Knowledge, 
or in Wealth? To advance in Wiſdom, or 
in Grandeur, as thy Days multiply? Does 
thy Eye look with Pleaſure on the glitter- 
ing Chariot? Do the Enſigns of the City, 
or of the Court-Offices, influence thy 
Wiſhes? Throw aſide thy Books; let a 
Writing: Maſter quality thee for a Clerk, or 


a Jew tor a Broker, or a Dancing-Maſter 


for a Page to a Directors Lady. On the 
other Hand, Can't thou be contented to 
give thy Life up to Reading and Contem- 
plation, and covet only moderate Food, and 
decent Rayment ? With this happy Temper 
of Mind, thou wilt be ſecure of riſing 
every Morning to new Enjoyments in thy 
Purſuit of Knowledge; and thy Felicity 
will be the freer from Anxiety, as it will 
not be envy'd. Not but that it has ſome 
Times happen'd, that Men cf diſtinguiſh'd 
Merit in their Proſeſſion, have, by good 
Fortune, been advanc'd in every Reign; 
but the Odds are powerful againſt the Stu- 
dent, who fondly relies upon ſuch Caſual- 
ties to reward his Ingenuity; and thoſe 
Odds are yet greatly encreas d, ſince the 
Death of the late Earl of Halifax, and the 
Retirement of Ennomius from Publick Affairs. 
The laſt Obſervation that riſes to me 
from this ſhort. Epiſtle, relates more im- 
mediately to Parents; who, through an 
over- 
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oyer-weening Opinion, predeſtine all, or 


moſt of the younger Sons to be Scholars, 
allowing to the Heir alone the free Will 
to remain in Ignorance. Now as the Ge- 
nerality of Parcnts have neither Penetra- 
tion, nor Impartiality, to judge of the 
Aptneſs of their Children; and ſince our 
School-Maſters, for the moſt Part, either 
will not, or cannot inform them of eit, it 
is to be wilh'd, there could be proper Per- 
ſons appointed to ſort the Youths in every 
Pariſh, that they might be aptly diſpos'd 
of, and their particular Talents improv d, 
ſo as they might become ſignificant in their 
Generation; for want of this early Care, 
(in which the Jeſuits are {aid to excel) not 
one in a hundred is bred, nor afterwards 
employ'd, according to the Indications of 
Nature: Hence it comes to paſs, that one 
Man prepoſterouſly ſets up for an Orator, 
who might have mace an excellent Crier 
of a Court; and that another of good ani- 
mal Intrepidity, is ſometimes wanted at 
the Head of a Troop, while he waſtes his 
Fire in Councils, and debates with the 

Mien of a Dragoon. | 
Laſtly, let it be obſcrv'd, that a violent 
Inclination to be a Scholar, or any Thing 
elſe, does not always betoken an Aptitude 
of natural Abilities to ſecond our Deſires; 
therefore the Strength of the Child is firſt 
to 
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to be conſider'd, and we muſt determine for 
him, according to the Weight his Shoulders 


are able to bear, and not according to the 


Burthen he 1s ambitious to carry. What an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Men of Metre 
(for Inſtance) have we in this Town, whoſe 
ardent Paſſion for the Muſes, diverts them 
from all other Views in Life? And yet how 


few have the Honour to die before their 
Works! 


To 
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To the Author of the 
Free-T hinker. N' 260. 


Mr. Free-Thinker, 


|| Have been marry'd, and I have been 
happy near ſeven Years; and were it 
not for the late ſudden Viciſſitudes of For- 
tune, my Happineſs might, in all Proba- 
bility, have been prolong'd equally with 
my Term of Wedlock. 

Several of my Wite's Acquaintance, for- 
merly of inferior Note to us in Life, have 
been ſucceſsful in the Alley; by which 
Means they have riſen into Splendour, and 
unkindly viſit my Spouſe in gay Equipages. 
This, Sir, is the Occaſion of all my Miſery. 

I ſeldom come Home, but Iam reproach d 
with the ſpeedy and immenſe Acquiſitions 
of others; ſo that for a quiet Life, I have 
been lectur'd into a Reſignation to venture 
1200 l. in Stock. Jobbing, of which, in leſs 
then ten Days, I find I h:ve loſt 500 l. 


I thought 
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I thought I might by this Loſs have pur- 
chasd domeſtick Tranquillity at leaſt; but 
ſue ſtill teizes me to play on boldly till I 
am a Gainer; ſo that if you do not come 
in ſpeedily to my Aſſiſtance with the Au- 
thority of your Admonitions, I know not 
what will become of 


SIR, 
Tour moſt bumble Servant, 
1 * 


To 
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To Mr. Free-Thinker. 


N® 260. 


STR, 
1 Have an only Son, of whoſe Educa- 

tion I have taken great Care: He un- 
derſtands te Latin, Greek, and French 
Languages, is well versd in ſeveral Parts 
of Mathematicks, and has learn'd to 
Dance; his Ambition now is to learn to 
Fence ; but being too ſenſible, that through 
the natural Warmth of his Temper, he is 
very apt to be angry on trifling Occaſions, 
I have endeavour'd to diſſwade him from 
the School of Arms. I am very much 
afraid, his being Maſter of the Sword will 
engage im in Quarrels: He is one of your 
Admirers and a Word from you would be 
of ſingular Service to him; wherefore I 
muſt requeſt you to convince him, ** 


h | 
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Man may be an accompliſh'd Gentleman 
without learning to fence, and you will 
extremely oblige, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt bumble Servant, 
J. H. 


2 Mr. 
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Mr. Free-Thinker's An- 
ſwer to the two forego- 
ing Letters. 


1 Could no longer poſtpone the Concerns 
of my old Correſpondent, eſpecially 
ſince they are of ſuch Importance, that 2 
proper Notice of them may be of general 
Uſe. The ruling of a Wife, and the pre- 
ſerving of a Son, are two of the moſt 
weighty domeſtick Cares; and, I believe, 
there are not many Maſters of Families, 
whoſe Wiſdom and Authority is equal to 
theſe momentous Offices. : 
I am loth to N Mrs. H. with 
that Severity, which the fatal Conſequences 
of her Indiſcretion deſerve, becauſe __—_ 


marry 
anoth 
Equip: 
nelz! 
Child 
n pro 
their ( 
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far from being ſingular in her Humour; 
and I queſtion whether there be one fine 
Lady in the Town, who has not teiz'd her 
Huſband to put in to the Raffle of the 
Nation; nevertheleſs, they would do well 
to conſider, that if they loſe, they are 
plung'd in Poverty, and it they win, they 
are loſt in Vanity; neither of which Ca- 
lamities would befal them, could their 
Ladyſhips be perſwaded to reſt contented 
with their original Competency, as the 
Generality did, before the Licentiouſneſs 
of Gaming appear'd under the Diſguiſe of 
2 Publick Good. 

Emulation is natural to both Sexes, and 
is, perhaps, ſtronger in Women than it 
ſeems to be in Men; and ſince the Defire 
of imitating, and even excelling others, is 
the Spring of almoſt all our Actions, whe- 
ther they be decent or unbecoming, our 
Endeavour ſhould be, not to check this 
animating Paſſion, but to direct the Force 
of it to proper Objects; wherefore let the 
marry d Women be taught to vie with one 
another, not in Dreſs, and Furniture, ant 


Equipage, but in the Number, the Comli- 


neſs, the Ingenuity, the Virtue of their 
Children; not in making an Expence, but 
in proportioning their Manner of living to 
their Circumſtances; not in criticiſing on the 

21 Conduct 
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Condu& of other Families, but in well x 
ordering their own. Th 
In the Complaint now before me, I do Fe 
not think the Huſband free from blame: To F y,. 
gratify a Wife in her reaſonable Inclinati- , 
ons is Indulgence, to comply with her Wil. Lei 
fulneſs and imprudent Solicitations is An 
Weakneſs: Of which ſhe will not fail to F Se 
accuſe the fond Man, if the Event ſhould 
not anſwer her Expectations. Thus does þ 
Ailton make Eve reproach the too great Fa- the 


cility of Adam. E 
e 

Being as Jam, why didft not thou, the Head, I pror 
Command me abſolutely not to go. hicl, 


Going into ſuch Danger, as thou ſaid ſt * 
Too facil then, thou did'ſt not much gainſay 0 
Nay, did'ft permit, approve, and fair diſmiſs. a 
Had'ft thou been firm, and fix'd in thy diſſent, {| entir 
Neither had I tranſgreſs'd, nor thou with me. As 


To which Adam replying, concludes his] ſure, 


Speech as follows: inſtea 
canno 

Perhaps, 1 ) 

T alſo err'd in over much admiing 11 3 


What ſeem'd in thee ſo perfect, that Ithongbt ¶ an Ac 
No 


bt 
No 
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No Evil durſt attempt thee But I rue 
That Errcr now, which 1s become my Crime, | 
And thou th Accuſer, Thus it ſhall befal 1 
Him, who to Moth in Woman over-truſting, 
Lets ber Mill rule; Reſtraint ſhe will not brook, 
And left to be: ſelf, if Evil thence enſue, 

Sbe firſt bis weak Indulgence will accuſe. 


But if notwithſtanding theſe Reproofs, 
the Lady cannot be pacify'd without a 
Coach, a Chariot, a Berlin, or a Chaiſe, 
let her have but a little Patience, and I 
promiſe her ſhe may have Choice of Ve- 
hicles of the newelt Faſhion, not worſe 
for the wear, at very reafonable Rates ; 
and probably ſome of her Acquaintance 
(to make her amends for her paſt Sufferings) 
may be fo obliging as to accommodate her 
entirely to her Satisfaction. 

As to the young Gentleman, if he wants 
an elegant Amuſement to fill up his Lei- 
ſure, let me recommend Muſick to him 
inſtead of the Science of Defence, which I 
cannot allow to be either noble or ne- 
ceſſary amongſt Fellow. Citizens in a frce 
civiliz d Nation: Neither do I conceive 
how any Skill can be reaſonably thought 
an Accompliſhment; of which a wiſe and 


Q 3 a good 
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a good Man is not only aſham'd, but even 
dreads to give a Proof. I may likewiſe 
add, that the Men who place a Confidence 
In their Swords, are not generally Perſons 
of the faireſt Character; ard the moſt dex- 
terous Fencers have either ſhorten'd their 
Days, or ruind their Fortunes, or their 
Happineſs, and often put an End to 
both. 

The ſecureſt Protection againſt Injuries 
and Inſults in Life, is Moderation, Diſ. 
cretion, Civility, Good-Manners, Sobricty, 
and a prudent Choice of Companions: 
Then as for unexpected Aſſaults, eſpec ally 
by Night, a Rapier is a Weapon which is 
of little or no Defence againſt Rufhans ; 
or if it proves of Service on ſuch Occa- 
ſions, it 1s more owing to the natural 
Strength and Reſolution, than to the 
Skill of the Man, who is neceſſitated to 
make Uſe of it. | 

For theſe Reaſons, ſince it is not poſſi- 
ble abſolutely to baniſh private Reſent- 
ments out of Society, I am highly pleasd 
to hear, that among the angry Gameſters 
of the Alley, (who are the moſt faſhio- 
nable Perſons at preſent) the Foot, the 
Fiſt, the tough Sapling, and the ſmooth 
Cane, begin to be employ'd as the moſt 
proper Inſtruments of perſonal _— 

jon; 
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ction; by the Mediation of which un— 
deſperate Weapons, (which no People ma- 
nage ſo powerfully as my Countrymen) 
Anger is ſufficiently expreſs'd, and Honour 
amply repair'd, without the Loſs or Ha- 
zard of Life to either Party. 
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To the Author of the 
Free-T hinker. N' 265. 


SIR, 
[| Make one in a Circle of Friends, who 

have agreed to meet, during the two 
Winter-Quarters every Monday and Hi. 
day Evening, under the Title of the 
Amicable Club. We have no Deſign a- 
gainſt the State, nor the Stocks, and pro- 
poſe only to be ſoberly chearful in our 
Converſation. I have drawn up ſome 
General Rules to be obſerv'd, which the 
Fraternity have approvd of, excepting 
one, namely, That every Member ſhall ſpend 
One Shilling, and no more. 

Our Club confiſts of twelve Members, 
ſix agreed to the Article, and ſix voted 
for a full Bottle to each Man. Not be- 


ing able to come to a Deciſion, we have 
umanimouſly referr'd it to your Determi- 
nation, and hope you will give us your 
Opinion, eſpecially when I tell you, 
that in one Article, the Maſter of the 

Houſe 


LETTERS on various Subjedts. 189 


Houſe is orderd to take in the Free- 
Thinker for the Uſe of the Club, and the 
Chairman 1s to read it audibly to the 
Company ; which was agreed to Nemine 
Contradicente. 

That you may be the more capable of 
preſcribing what Quantity of Wine will 
be moſt convenient for us, it may be 
proper to acquaint you, that we are all 
young Fellows, betwixt Twenty - four 
and Thirty- four; and that our Club-Hours 
are from ſeven to ten a- Clock. 

I am particularly enjoin'd to preſent the 
humble Reſpects of. the Club to Mr. Free- 
Thinker ; and aſſure yourſe]f, 


Jam yours, ſincerely yours, 
]. H. 


The 
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The Free- Thinker's 
Anſwer. 


Hue * formerly publiſh'd ſome Ob- 
ſervations relating to the Seaſonable- 
neſs, the Uſe, and the proper Management 
of Converſation, I need not here declare, 
that I highly approve of theſe Evening 
Fellowſhips once or twice in the Week, 
amongſt Friends and Neighbours ; provided 
they meet to converſe, and not to cabal. 

As to the Queſtion referr'd to me by the 
Amicable Club, taking it for granted that 
eat Port is the Liquor, I give my caſting 
Voice againſt the full Bottle. It may rea- 
ſonably be ſuppos'd, that in a Company of 
twelve Men, ſome may not deſire to ex- 
ceed a Pint; and, conſequently, by col- 
letting twelve Shillings, there will be a 
moderate Overplus of Wine for the few 
whoſe Conſtitutions may require it. 


— 


Since 


—— 


* 7he Free-Thinkers, Nꝰ 124, 131. 
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Since this Knot of Friends have judici- 
oully ſettled their Meetings for the two 
Wanter-Quarters, I beg Leave to recom- 1 
mend to them a ſmall Collection every # 
Club Night for a Buſhel of Coals; and j 
that it may be the Care of every Chair- i 

man, in his Turn, to ſend them into ſome "if 
poor Family in his Neighbourhood. 
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To the Author of the 


Journal. 


| Saturday Morning your Paper 1s 
read to us whilſt we are ſipping Tea; 
therefore as we are Admirers of your 
weekly Entertainments, we hope you will 
the more readily oblige us, and inſert the 
following Complaint. ü 

Laſt Week we walkd in the cool of 
the Morning, to viſit a Friend at Hamp- 
ſead, thinking it more pleaſant, as well 
as more healthful, - to walk thither in 
this gay Seaſon of the Year, than to be 
jolted in a Stage-Coach, and have a Chance 
to meet with diſagreeable Company ; but 
the odious Styles that we were forc'd to 
climb over, renderd our Walk very un- 
pleaſant. Several young Sparks that 


overtook us, {lacken'd their Paces, to fee 
us mount over a Stile like a barr'd Gate: 
it was good Diverſion to them, you may 
to tell us what Colour our 

Stockings 


be aſſur d, 


walkir 
Grieva 
N um he 

anne; 
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Stockings were, &c. not only the young 
Men, but a Man about fifty, had planted 
himſelf ſquat near a Stile, but we arm'd 
ourſelves with Courage, and ſeverely re- 
primanded him, upon which he ſneak d 
off. In ſhort, Mr. Journaliſti, theſe Stiles 
about the Fields of this Metropolis, are 
fitter for a Country Squire to leap his 
Horſe over, than for Females of Modeſty 
to climb over. In our native Counties of 
Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, the Stiles are made 
; with an eaſy Aſcent and Deſcent, and 
Staves ſo regularly plac'd, that we go 
x over them with Pleaſure. A very trifling 
1 EY Expence would make ſuch Stiles to eve- 
ic ry Foot Path in the Fields abont this 
City, by which Means, I am certain, 
of more of our Sex would take the Diver- 
ip- Iſion of the Air; for to be pent up in 
ell J Coach, does not afford ſo pleaſing a 
in YProſpet, nor ſo agreeable a Scene, as 
be walking does. If you can redreſs this 
Grievance, you will infinitely oblige great 
Numbers of our Sex, and in a particular 
anner, 


Tour conflant Readers, 
Chloe and Dorinda. 


R To 
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To the Author of the 
Journal. 


SIX, 


HE Lady which is the Object of my 

Affections, I have heard frequently 
expreſs her Approbation of very large 
Hats; being ſtudious to pleaſe my lovely 
Fair, I went to my Haberdaſher, and be- 
ſpoke a Hat of the firſt Magnitude, and 
gave him ſtri& Orders to give it an ala- 
mode Cock; but when I appear'd at the 
Rcyal Exchange, the Merchants ſtood ſur- 
priz d at me, and told me, I look d more 
Ike an Officer in the firſt Regiment of 
Guards, than a Tradeſman ; others told 
me, there was a ftrange and ſnd en Me- 
tamorphoſis in me. t7c. therefore l reſolv d 
never to put on this Hat, but when I went 
to vitit Belinda; but the Day after ] had 
fix'd this Keſolution, my Charmer acciden- 
tally ſaw me in the Hat I uſed to wear, 


which is conſiderably of a more diminutive 
| Size. 
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Size, The very next Time I waited on 
her, I found an unexpetted cold Reception. 
In ſhort, I ſend you this publick Declara- 
tion, that I hence forward reſolve to appear 
at all Times in my large Hat; for to pleaſe 
Belinda is my utmoſt Ambition, and 1 
prize her Smiles and Favours, more than I 
regard the Puns and Remarks of my Ac- 
quaintance; and when my Friends peruſe 
the Reaſon I have aſſign d, I hope they will 
no longer be ſurpriz d at, 


Tours, Cc. 
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To the Author of the 
Weekly journal. 


SIR, 
1 Live not far from the Drapery Row in 
s Cornbill, and this Day Sev nnight ſhall 
pronounce thoſe irrevocable Words, For bet- 
ter for worſe: Therefore I give this publick 
Notice, to prevent all Drummers, of what 
Venomination ſoever, viſiting me, that I 
entirely diſapprove of all military Sounds 
on ſuch Occaſions, which ſeem to be the 
Harbingers of War; a ſoft Serenade I ad- 
mit of; but as to Drummers, they may 
beat Round abont Cuckolds, or what Round 
they pleaſe, I am determind not to give 
them a Doit. 

| ] am, 


Tour very humble Servant. 
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A CHARACTER of the 
Reverend Mr. BARROW, &c. 
ſent to the Author of the Poſt- 


Boy, and inſerted on the 15th 
of March, 1721. 


6 March 4, 1721, dyd in a very 
advancd Age, the Reverend and 
Learned Mr, Barrow, Head-Maſter of 
Manchefler School; which Place he had 
enjoy d about 46 Years. He was a Gen- 
'leman of exemplary Piety, and exten- 
live Charity; an indetatigable School- 
maſter, and an excellent Grecian. About 
two Months before, dy'd Mr. Thompſon, 
decond Maſter of the ſame School 25 


Years, 
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Years, an excellent Grammarian, a ſka 
ful Latiniſt, ard well versd in Botany. 
The Reverend Dr. Mather, Preſident of 
Corpus Chriſti College in Oxon, (which was 
a Scholar of the late Mr. Barrows) is Pa- 
tron of the School. 
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10 TH K 
Luthor of the VISTr ER, 


Mr. VISIT EI, 


82 IN CE you have WAITE in your 

S Y Introductory Paper, that there is 
e not the ſmalleſt Vice but you will 
endeavour to explode; I ſhall there- 


re beg leave to exhibit the following juſt 
omplaint to you. 


I have been married five Years ; the firſt 
dur I enjoyed all the Solid Happineſs that 
Iiſsful State is capable of affording, in the 
olt exquiſite Manner ; but this laſt Year 
y Wie is unaccountably bigotted to Chime- 
.al Amuſements : Tf the leaſt bit of Coal flies 
tom the Fire, ſhe m__ upon it as ſome 


Prodigy 3 
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Prodigy; and if our Son Jemmy's Head doth H belp 
at that time happen to Ach, ſhe coneludesſ fal v 
that it reſembles a Coffin, and is under fright 
fal Apprehenſions at the direful Omen. It 

ſhe ſpills a litte Salt, ſhe is in the Yapuyrs! 
all the Week; and ſeiz d (upon the moſt in- 
different Circumſtances of Life) with ridicu- 
lous Horrors and groundleſs Preſages. But 
what adds ſtill more to my Unhappineſs, is 
that at every little Accident ſhe is conſulting 
the Fortune=tellers and Afrologers ; laſt Week ſhe 
loſt_her ſilver 'Thimble, upon which ſhe took 
Coach and went to one of thoſe prophetick Doc 
tors in More-fields for Intelligence ; it coſt het 
three Shillings in Coach+hire, and five Shilling 
the Doctor's Fee, he told her, that the Cham 
ber-maid had taken the Thimble, but upo 
her return Home, ſhe found it locked up it 
her-Cheſt of Drawers, and the Key in her owt: 
Cuſtody. But notwithſtanding ſhe finds thi 
Accounts of theſe Pretenders, to the Ar 
of Divination ſo Erroneous, ſhe is frequent 
ly viſiting them upon every little Occurrenc 
that happens, and they continually filling he 
_ Head with ſtrange Preſages of Futurity. 


Fave ofter, very often endeavoured to re 
move theſe Whimſical Chimera's, but ſhe 
deaf to my Admonitions; I beg Mr. Viſie 
You would Interpoſe to my Aſſiſtance, an 


hel 
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h help to baniſh theſe Fooleries from my fanc 
8 ful Wife, and you will for ever oblige 


= 


* Tour conſtant Tueſday Reader. 


J. H. 
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The AN WER. 


HE Complaint which my Corres T. 
820 ſpondent makes, is of _ become 4 
33 very general one, and tho upon 
—_ firſt View it may appear a Trifle 
yet upon a near Obſervation, we ſhall find 
it a very formidable Evil. It certainly waer his 
never known to be ſo predominant as in the 
preſent Age; and the Reaſon is, that u. 
laugh at it in others, and take no care Yn; hs 
prevent it in our ſelves. We give it indeed 
the Name of a Diſtemper, and think that 
all that belongs to it; whereas there is no 
any one the Phyſicians preſcribe to, whic 
puzzles them ſo much, or is ſo difficult tue C 
be conquered ; they have found out a Wor odio 
for that, which ſerves them in all Caſes the 8 
do not underſtand, and whenever a Patien 
labours under a Diſtemper, which they ca 
neither find out the Source of, nor the Cure M. 
for; they call it Vapours, and then think ther. 
ds: nothing more to be done: But the rea 
OMe. | | Diſtempe 
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Diſtemper which attends that Name, requires 

their utmoſt Skill; and 1 don't know any of 

1 them that hath been able to ſtrike at the 
Foundation of it, but that great and learned 
Phyſician Doctor Hale, and who, in my Opi- 
nion, ought tobe eſteem'd the AEſculapins of 
our Age. Perhaps my Correſpondent may 
think I am making a Digreſſion from his Pur- 
poſe, and that the Whims he Complains of 
In his Wife, are owing to the weakneſs of het 
Brain, not that of her Conſtitution ; but I be- 
eve if he enquires into it, he will find the 
latter to be the occaſion of it, or his Com- 
plaint would have commenced from the firſt 
Wild his Acquaintance with her; whereas he on- 
the ly dates it from the laſt Year of their Mar- 

Mage. The Women are more prone to this 
e Diſtemper, than the Men, which there art 
deed many Reaſons for; but One very obvious 
at ene is, the Sedentary Lives they lead: they 
> NOYeat high, and ſcarce uſe any Exerciſe, at leaſt 
dot enough to digeſt their Food, and give 4 
it q iae Circulation to their Blood ; and it ſeems 
prodigious to me, that any of our fine Ladies 
ire ever free from fome raging Diſtemper or 
other. | 


& 


Might I be thought worthy to preſcrive, 
you'd adviſe the Ladiestb oblige themſelves 
83 to 


re 


> TEA 
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to walk an Hour every Morning, and ano- | find 
ther in the Afternoon of every Day; drivk 1h 
no Tea in the Morning; or at leaſt not above ¶ alo 
a couple of Diſhes; and ſeldom fail four or hay 
five Glaſſes of Wine at Dinner and Supper. Lat 
Were this Method taken, the Gentlemen ivit 
would in a little time find a vaſt Alteration} ly c 
in the Behaviour of their Wives, their Family Cor 
would be: managed with far leſs Noiſe andi and 
Buſtle, and the Hours they ſpend at Home, F of tl 
would paſs away with Mirth and. Chearful-J diar 
neſs. Inſtead of that, as the Caſe now ſtands for 
when a Man comes Home, prehaps fatiguedf her 
with Buſineſs, deſigning to ſpend an unbend- had 
ed Hour, he- is receiv'd with a Yawn andi ſtitu 
my Dear; I do not know what's the mattetconc] 
with meg but I am ſo out of order, and my beha 
Spirits are ſo low; and then the Children wor 
make ſuch a noiſe; and the Servants are ſd with 
plaguing, it's enough to make one diſtracted iter 1 
then Jon don't lay the Table-cloath right nion 
and the Cook roaſts the Chicken too brown deter 
and the Husband don't talk and divert hel and 
and fifty more Faults that ſhe does not knoi don't 
herſelf why ſhe finds; till at laſt, her Hulrerſe 
band tired with her Impertinence, inſenſiblſa mi. 
grows as peeviſh as ſhe; and the Eveninſ glad 
ends with a Quarrel, and a Reſolution, of they 
his ſide, to go to the Tavern the next Nighſ that 


G05 


Vapours, and very often grow as unreaſonable 


with. it; and on both ſides it's very. frequent- 
II charged upon their 'Tempers, when their 
J Conſtitutions are in fault, : Had I a Wife, 
and ſhould come Home, and find her in one 


Jof thoſe Humours, I wou'd certainly imme- 


for the preſent, and the Sau to be got for 
her againſt the next Morning, and when I 
df had taken every Method to mend her Con- 
Iſtitution, if that ſhould not do, I ſhould 
conclude the Fault lay in her "Temper, and 
J behave to her accordingly. The fame thing 
dreng I would do by myſelf, if I found I was troubled 
re {with I did not know what ail'd me, and af- 
ted I ter I had apply'd to a Phyſician I had an Opi- 
ighe nion of, and he could not cure me; I ſhould 
owng determine the Fault lay in my own Humour, 
hen and endeavour to be my own Doctor. 1 
kno don't diſpute but there are a great many per- 
Hul verſe Gentlewomen, who, whenever they have 
nſiblſſa mind to vefit an ill "Temper, will be 
eninfiglad to quote me for an Authority, that 
n, of they can't help it ; but this Rule I lay down, 
{ighFthat where the Conſtitution is in fault, an 
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0- © ſince he can be no better entertain'd at Home, 
bk 4his I muſt fay, that it's not to the Woman 
ve alone theſe Whims are: confined, the Men 
have there Spleen as well as the Women their 


Idiately order a Cup of Hyſterick Water 
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able Phyſician will be a vaſt help to them; 
and, on the contrary, if it's owing to a Ma- 
lignancy of Temper, every Step that is taken 
towards a cure, will make them ſtill worſe; 
that is, every Condeſcention the Husband 
ſhows them, will make them take more upon 
them. 'The well known Story of the 'Taylor's 
Wife, thar called her Husband Prick-louſe 
with her Fingers, when ſhe had not the li- 
berty of her Tongue, is a Proof that even the 
Cold Bath won't lay the Vapours of the Spi- 
rit, tho'it's anadmirableReceipt for thoſe of 
the Conſtitution, from a Wife that 1s trou- 
bled with real Vapours, as I ſaid before, Dr: 
Hale may moſt certainly deliver us ; but from 


one that is poſſeſſed with * ones, 
Ite Mercy, | 


the Lord only can ; and in his in 
may he ſoon releaſe thoſe _— Wretch- 
es, who can meet with no Relief on this fide 
the Grave, but by their Wives being on 
the other, 
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7% ir Richard Steele, an 
i Comedy, call d, The 
Conſcious Lovers. 


* 5 Steel] ! thy wondreus Scenes are finely wrought, 

«| O tf Enrich'd with noble Morals, and juſt Thought, 
When Bevil ſpeaks, or Myrtle but appears, 

On N They both attract the Eyes, and charm the Ears 

At Sealand's Feet to ſee his Daughter lie, 

Each render Heart o're-flows with Tears of Joy: 

and with what pleaſing Elegance of Dreſs, 

The loweſt Scenes of Life doſt thou expreſs. 

judicious Thoughts in ev'ry Act Abound, 

inſtructive, eaſy, nervous, and profound. 

vo on great Poet, to refine the Age, 

lurich our Language, and improve the Stage; 

Ti 3 Wy Conſcious Lovers will record thy Name, 

ind coming Ages will applaud thy Fame, 
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RHRICE happy Damon! to thy longing Arms, I my 

© Has Mira now reſign'd her Virgin Charms | Wind a 

O may. ſhe ſtill improve thy. rapturous Joy | . Lo Fai 

For never can her chaſle Endearments cloy. Nor th 

Thrice happy Lover ! Prize thy beauteous Store, O! 
Nor Heaven can grant, nor Mortal covet more; Cin e 
And when that Face, (where blooming Innocence; Then « 
Unſully'd ſhines ) leſs Luſtre ſhall diſpenſe. By ſom 
May Time for ev'ry Charm he weakens there, May A 
With ſome new Virtue recompence the Fair: der Ct 
That fo thy riper Paſſion ſtill may find, Her Sn 
Freſh Beauties in her undecaying Mind. And A 
Zo ſhall enamour'd Mira find in Thee, he i 
That Love, thay Faith, ſhe might have found in Me. ind 2 


Thy 
F< 
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Thy Riyal. once, thy Rival now no more, 
Unenvied bids thee, all her Sweets explore, | 
And curſt by thy prevailing Deſtiny, 

Still ſhowers down Bleſſings on thy Bride and Thee: | 
Compell'd by Fate, the Charmer I refign, | 


Nor wil thy happier Lot repine ; 
The Love Mira has my Soul refin'd, 
And from ungenerous Paſſions purg'd my Mind. 


Had Heaven beſtow'd the glorious Prize on Me, 
And you like Thyrſis lov'd, if that can be; 
Imparadis'd within the fair One's Arms, 

Bleſt in her Smiles, and Lord of all her Charms. 
Even then reflecting on the Joys you loſt, 

A generous Sy mpathy ſome Sighs had colt ; 

ms, / my,own Joys, I ſhould have gueſs'd your Pain, 
s! Mind always wiſh'd you had not lay'd in vain. 

| . Wo Fate alone have giv'n the dear Succeſs, 

. Nor thought my Merit greater, nor yours leſs. 


O! ifa Wretch, dead frozen by diſdain, 
Can e'er by Sunny Love be warm'd again; 

i Then quickly Heav'n, bright Mira's Loſs repair, 
By ſome kind Nymph, Compaſſionate as fair, 
May Mira's milder Glances arm her Eye, 
Her Cheeks may Mira's modeſt Crimſon die ; 
Her Smiles may Mira's winning ſweetneſs Grace, 
And Mira's Lillies bloſſom in her Face ; 

he ſame her Features, be her Mind the ſame ; 
Ind Mira's Virtues add to Mira's Fame. 


Thy Then 
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| Then to compleat the Workmanſhip divine, 
"Give her a Heart as true and fond as mine: 
With mutual Flames our'faithful Boſoms warm, 
Let her like Thyrfts Love, like Mira Charm. 
I ask no more; in Love compleatly bleſt, 
Let Avarice and Ambition take the Reſt. 
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n EPILOGUE ſpoken by 
a Comedian the lat 
Preſton Guild in Lan- 


caſhire. 


1 hard to pleaſe in this cenſorious Age, 
I 


8, Which damns not only Writers, but the Stage 
2 5 But yet our Author dares to ſpeak his Mind, 

He fears no Criticks if the Nymphs are kin. 
2ir Smiles and Approbation being ſhown; 


* 1] influence the Fayour of the Town. 


Juen thus the Fair in beauteous Rows do lic, 


Jo grace the Boxes, and adorn the Pit; 
Hur bright, your lovely Charms, our Actions fire, 
lo paint thoſe Paſſions your bright Eyes inſpire. 


Hither unnumber'd Beaus from all Parts flock, 
is once to France for Miſſiſippi Stock, 
t with this great, this happy Difference here, 


3% find no Bubbles but a wellcome Chear! N 
* 


ee. CEE 
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No plundering late South Sea Dir- 
Nor any baſe Chimerical Proje&ors : 


But Nymphs with ſparkling Eyes, and graceful Mien N 


85 


| Iir blooming Years, at Freſton Guild are ſeen. © 77 
Such lovely Fair, as would an Hermit move, 488 
Aud the Lerhargick would inſpire to Love. 8 


Ye Barckellors, that lead unſettled Lives, 
| In-this, fair County, make your choice of Wives, 
Not only Fair, but Virtuous you'll find, 
Not prone to Vice, nor V anity inclin' 7 
But much averſe, to wanton Serenades, 
To Midnight Balls, and London 22 


0 
May this gay Seaſon add to your Delight, 

pleaſures each Day, and Happineſs each N ight : 29; 
Let no contentious Broils your Thoughts divide, 5 : 
| Debates of 'Whig and Tory lay aſi de: 25 Vi 

Be chearful, merry, innocently gay, 
- This joyful Time, this Preſton Fubilee. _ | 
In Meg 
885 uch ple 
Lancaſhire remarkable for beautiful Nomen. With ra 
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Spoken to a young Lad), 
on giving me the Picture 
f a Celebrated Beauty. 


BOGITREPHON reſolves this lovely Face, 

*® SS In his Apartment he will place; 

AAR Where only reigning Objects ſhine, 
With Forms Angelick and Divine. 

Where Virgin Beauties of this [ le, 

In Mezzotinto round me ſmile; 

Such pleaſing Scenes my Brealt inſpires, 

With raptur'd Joys, and am'rous Fires. 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Mzapows, at the 


Angel againſt the Royal Exchange in Cornhill, 
71D's Metamorphoſes, in Fifteen Books, tranſlated 


by : 
Mr. Dryden, 
Mr. Addiſon, 
Dr. Garth, 


Mr. Mainwaring, 


Mr. Congreve, 


taining, 

Vol. I. 

Monſieur Huet s Letter to 
Monſieur de Segrais, up- 
on the Original of Ro- 
mances. 

Zayde.. | 

The M of Belfegoy. 

The Jealous Eſtremaduran. 


Vol. II. 
The Princeſs of Cleves. 
The Fair Maid of the Inn. 
The Force of Friendſhip. 
The Hiſtory of the Captive 


Vol. III. 
Don Carlos. | 
The Hiſtory of Count Bel- 
for and Leonora de Ce- 
ſpedes. 
The curious imperti nent. 
e Prevalence of Blood. 
he Liberal Lovers. 
de beautiful Turk. 


Mr. Row, 
Mr. Pope, 
Mr. Gay, 


Mr. Exfden, 
Mr. Croxall, 


and other eminent Hands; publiſh'd by Sir Samuel Garth, 
M. D. adorn'd with Sculptures, 2 Volumes. 


2 A Select Collection of Novels, in 6 Volumes, con- 


— | Vol. IV. 
The happy Slave. 
The Rival Ladies. 
The Innocent Adultery. 
The Hoa of the Con- 
ſpiracy of the Spaniards 
L Tun the Republick 


of Venice. 


. Vol. V. 
The Little Gypſy. 
Ethelinda. | 
The Amour of Count P4- 
loniano and Eltogora: 
Scanderberg the Great. 
F Vol. VI. 
The Life of Caſtruccio. 
Caſtracani of Lucca. 
The Loves of Oſtian and 
Daraxa. 
The Spaniß Lady of Eng- 
—_— 
The Lady Cornelia: 


mY 


The falſe Dutcheſs, Z 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Meapows, 80 5 


3 Ovid's Epiſtles, by ſeveral Hands, with Cutts. . 

J xam 

4 The Odes, Satyrs and ae of Horace; by Mir Obſe 
Creech. #3 and 

| | with 

5 Letters of Abelard and aeg to which 15 prefix'd, — 
wit 


a particular Account of their Lives, Amours, and Misfor- 
tunes; extracted chiefly from Monlizur Bayle, Done Long 
from the French, 


6 The Portunate Miſtreſs ;- or; a Hiſtory of the Life and 
vaſt Variety of Fortunes of Madamoiſelle de Beleau, after. 
wards called the Counteſs de Mintſelſseini in Germany ; be 10 
ing the Perſon known by the Name of the They Roxara MY molt 


in the Time of King Charles the Second. Old 
folloy 


7 Les Avantures de Telemaque fils D- Ulyſſe 1 ſe 


Mielhre Francois de Salignac de la Motte Fenelon Precep- Murth 


teur de Meſſeigneurs les Enfans de France & Depuis Ar- ilighy 
cheveque Duc de Cambra,: Prince du Saint Empire, & Piracy 
Conforme au Manuſcript Original avec des A pour Houſe 
1 entelligence de Ce Poeme. | Foot-] 
Rapes, 
8 The Adventures of Telemachui the bent of Ulyſſes, with Sodon 
the Adventures of Arifonous. Written by the Archbiſhop Beaſti: 
of Cambray; Tranſlated by Mr. Littlebuvy and Mr. Boyer I Poliga 
adorn'd with 44 Copper Cutts. | 2 
| ; a ; Toget 
9 Navigation New Modell'd, or a Treatife of 2% Am 
Geometrical, | fully 
Trigonometrical, or IR and 
Arithmetical, Navigation 
Iaſtrumental, and TE 
Practical 


Teaching how to keep a Reckoning both in Latitude ind 


Longitude, without Tables or Inſtruments, by a New 
Me 


geox Printed for W. Mrapows, &c. 

Method, never yet publiſhed. IIluſtrated with Practical 
Examples of Keeping a Journal, and correcting it by an 
Obſervation. With a new Way of finding the Variation 
and Time of High-Water at any — Horn ; together 
with all neceſſary Tables, and the Projection of the Sphere, 
„ ortcnographick and Stereographick ; alſo current failing, 
irn other pleaſant, Queſtions, and how. to correct the 
Longitude by a Solar Obſervation. The Second Edition, 


Done wich the Addition of Spherical Trigonometry and Aſtrono- 

my, by Henry Wilſon, Author of the London Accomptant, 
 . oo" onometry Impr. v d, and other Mathematical Treatiſes. 
iſter⸗ 


be.! 10 A Complete Collection of Remarkable Tryals of the 
a moſt Notorious Malefactors, at the Seſſions-Houſe in the 
Old Baily, for near Fifty. Years paſt ; for the Crimes 
following, 4%. | | 


Murthers, Fortune-Stealing, 
lichwaz Robbing, Trepanning, 
Piracy, Kidnapping, 
Houſe-Breaking, ,... d Shop-Lifting, 


Foot-Padding,”” era. 

Rapes, „ igh-Treaſpn, 
with Sodomy, Counterfejting the Coir, 
hop] Beaſtialiry, | ©, Exchequer. Bills, Bank- 
yer ff Poligamy, , 1 | Notes, Stamps, &c. 

LINE FAR AVE 

Together, withe A rtictlar» Ace gt of their Behaviour 
er Sentence of hy and 14 ng Speeches. Faith- 
fully collected from the Reb: ryals, Dying Speeches, 
and other Authentick Narratives. In Four Volumes. 


11 The Grammar of Heraldry ;, or Gentleman's Fade 
Meg In which are laid Down the molt plain and eaſy 
for the more perſect Underſtanding of that noble 
Kience, than baye ever hitherto been Extant, containing, 
1 Rules 


e and 
New 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Mr anows, &c. 
1 Rules of Blazoning, with Obſervations. 
2 Practical Directions for Marſhalling. 

3 A large Alphabetical Collection of Arms, by way c 
Example: Together with two Appendixes. The Who! 
adorn d with proper Cutts. By Samuel Kent, Gen! 
The Third Edition. To which is now added, à Copiou 
Diftionaty, being a Curious Explanation of all the Term 
d Heraldry ; with numerous References to Illuſtrat 
the tame. | 


12 Humane Prudence; or the Art by which a Mat 
may raiſe himſelf and his Fortune to Grandeur. Correcte, 
and very much Enlarged. The Fl-yenth Edition. 


